


Welcome to Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ

Thank you for worshiping with us at Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ (ERUCC)
this morning. We extend a special welcome to our guests.

If you are a guest, please visit us at the Welcome Table in the lobby. We would love to meet and
learn more about you, and we are available to answer your questions. Please also feel free to
reach out to someone sitting near you and ask them questions about the service or church. We
encourage you to join us in the Community Room for Fellowship after the worship service for
casual conversation and connection over light refreshments.

ERUCC is an Open and Affirming Church of the United Church of Christ. We welcome into the
full life and ministry people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions.

For Children: We have trained nursery staff for ages 0-4. A deacon or greeter can guide you to
the nursery. Children aged 5 and above are invited to stay and worship with their families.
Children’s programs, books, and crayons are in the rear of the sanctuary and a children’s table
is available for quiet activities at the front of the sanctuary.

We ask that you please silence your cell phones during our worship service. We also ask that
you refrain from applause after our choirs sing and allow the music to resonate in the quiet of
the sanctuary and in your hearts. Our musicians are playing and singing for the glory of God.
They know you appreciate their efforts and their gift.

Restrooms, accessible and equipped with changing stations, are located on the 2™ floor, below
the sanctuary, and on the 1* floor, outside the Community Room. Single-occupant, all-gender,

accessible restrooms are located outside the North and Flora Rooms on the 2™ floor.

There 1s more information about our church in this bulletin and on our website: www.erucc.org.

Mission Statement of Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ

We, the members of this congregation, seek to celebrate in word and deed the gospel of Jesus
Christ, by nurturing spiritual growth through worship, study and prayer; by caring for one
another as God cares for us; and by proclaiming God's love for all people as we work to help our
neighbors near and far.

We commit ourselves to develop and implement specific programs to fulfill our mission.

15 WEST CHURCH STREET, FREDERICK, MD 21701
(301) 662-2762 e erucc@erucc.org ® WWWw.erucc.org
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Aug 16, 2026 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 10:30 a.m.

The numbered hymns are from The New Century Hymnal
*All who are able may stand
Bold text read in unison

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS The Rev. Josh Privitt
*PASSING OF THE PEACE

*CENTERING BREATH

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

PRELUDE Jonas Dawson, guest organist
It is Well with My Soul tune — Ville Du Havre, P.P. Bliss, arr. M. Hayes

*CALL TO WORSHIP
How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!
We gather together to worship the Holy One in unity!
How very good and powerful it is when we commit to the kindom of God!
We gather together to discern God’s will and declare God’s reign!
How very good and hopeful it is when we reconcile and repair our
brokenness and bless one another!
We gather together to love and to serve! Praise the Holy One!

*OPENING PRAYER
Gracious and Healing God, in your presence we find the fullness of joy,
love, and life. Expand our vision and write a new way forward upon our
hearts. We seek your wisdom and guidance. We need your comfort and
conviction. We trust your provision and power. As we come near to you,
we affirm your goodness and the goodness within us. Receive our
presence and commitment to follow your dreams for this world. Amen.



*OPENING HYMN
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You

Joyful, joyful, we adore you,
God of glory, God of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before you,
Opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the storms of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day.

All your works with joy surround you,
Earth and heaven reflect your rays,
Stars and angels sing around you,
Center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain
Teach us what our praise should be.

You are giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blessed,
Well-spring of the joy of living,
Ocean depth of happy rest!
Loving Spirit, Father, Mother,
All who love belong to you;
Teach us how to love each other,
By that love our joy renew.

Mortals, join the mighty chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
Boundless love is reigning o’er us,
Reconciling race and clan.

Ever singing, move we forward,
Faithful in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us onward

In the triumph song of life.



*PRAYER FOR GRACE
God of abundance, forgive us for living as if shortage is unavoidable.
Forgive us for allowing siblings in our neighborhoods, communities, and
world to live in poverty, seemingly forever. Change our hearts to trust in
your abundance. Propel us to defy the temptation to adopt a scarcity
mindset due to challenging economic conditions. Empower us to
participate in mutual sharing of resources, and to demand and create
equitable systems that eliminate poverty. Change and propel our hearts
O God. Amen.

*WORDS OF GRACE
Beloved, Creator has crafted a world full of all we need. Grace and love are
all around us. The Holy One meets us in our commitments. The Holy One
walks with us in our call. God offers us grace, love, and abundance. Embrace
abundance as an act of faith. Trust in the God who provides, redeems, and
repairs. Amen.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Children, youth, and all who wish to join them are invited to come forward for a special
message. During the summer, we do not have Junior Church on a regular basis. Children are
welcome to spend time in the children’s worship space or using books and supplies from there
and the bookshelves while sitting with their families in the pews.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

HYMN
O God of Love, O God of Peace #571
O God of love, O God of peace,
Make wars throughout the world to cease;
The wrath of human wrong restrain.
Give peace, O God, give peace again!



Remember, God, your works of old,
The wonders that our people told;
Heal every malice, harm and pain.
Give peace, O God, give peace again.

Whom shall we trust but you, O God, but you?
For you are constant, strong and true.

None ever called on you in vain.

Give peace, O God, give peace again.

THE SCRIPTURES Laurel Nguyen-Powell

Psalm 67 OT Page Number 529
Matthew 15: 10-28  NT Page Number 17

Reader:  May God bless the reading of this word.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON The Rev. Josh Privitt

MORNING PRAYER

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY
Knowing that every good and perfect gift has the Holy One as its original
source, let us share the blessings that God has entrusted to us. Give
generously and lovingly in the name of the Holy One.

This is a time during worship when we respond to God’s gifts of love by offering the gifts of our
lives. For many of us, this is when we make a financial gift to our church's ministries and
programs. We also use this time to ask God how we might use the gifts of our hands and hearts
to share God’s love.

If you wish to give, you can give online at www.erucc.org, by placing your gift in the
offering plates in the rear of the sanctuary before or after the service,
or by scanning the QR code to give from your phone.

OFFERTORY Senior Choir
The Lord is My Shepherd - A. Pote



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Generous God, receive these gifts as an act of trust and gratitude. These
gifts are but a symbol of our various offerings to help build Your kin-
dom here on earth. May these offerings provide for the needs of our
neighbors and enable us to offer ministry in your name.
Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN
O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come #175
tune - O WALY WALY
O Christ, the healer, we have come to pray for health, to plead for
friends.
How can we fail to be restored when reached by love that never ends?

From every ailment flesh endures our bodies clamor to be freed.
Yet in our hearts we would confess that wholeness is our deepest need.

In conflicts that destroy our health we recognize the world’s disease;
Our common life declares our ills. Is there no cure, O Christ, for these?

Grant that we all, made one in faith, in your community may find.
The wholeness that, enriching us, shall reach and prosper humankind.

*BENEDICTION — “By Love Sent” by Kevin Coyle
In a world torn, help me use my words to mend.
In a world seeking, make my life a peace-answer.
In a world cold, fill my heart with your holy warmth.
In a world restless, still me with the gift of shalom.
In a world ancient, open my eyes to nature’s glory.
In a world of troubles, send me.

During the postlude, please remain seated, letting the music flow over you as a closing blessing.

POSTLUDE
We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight
tune — Dunlap’s Creek, S. McFarland, arr. A. Giamanco
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Worship Notes: Liturgy is adapted from Will Not Come to Poverty Service Prayers for the Twelfth Sunday
after Pentecost Year A was written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for
the United Church of Christ.

~ We give thanks to Jonas Dawson, our guest organist ~



sympatty
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~ We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the friends and family of
Frank Tordoff, Kim Sexton’s father, who passed away on August 11,
2026. Please keep Frank’s wife, Nancy, and the Sexton and Tordoff
families in your hearts and prayers. ~

~ Jack Stush's Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, August
29, at Stauffer Funeral Home, Frederick. Visitation will start at 10
a.m., followed by a service at 11 a.m. and graveside at 1 p.m at
Blue Ridge Cemetery, Thurmont. There will be a meal in the
Community Room at ERUCC at 3 p.m. ~

~ Marcy Channell's Memorial Service will be held on Thursday,
August 27, at ERUCC. Visitation will start at 10 a.m., followed by a
service at 11 a.m., and light refreshments at 12 p.m. ~

g



Please join us for Fellowship with light refreshments and time for casual conversation after
worship in our Community Room (1% Floor).

The flowers on the altar this morning are placed in honor of this congregation who embody
the UCC motto, “to believe is to care, and to care is to do”. They are given with gratitude
by Jean N. Fish and Barbara J. Biser.

The yellow rose is presented by Felecia Bishop in thanks of the Ray, Bishop, Nicholson,
Cuftee, and Jones families for their continued military service since the Civil War to the
present time.

Attendance Last Sunday: 17 at 8:30 a.m., 151 at 10:30 a.m., and 68 online.

Mareh Watch worship live every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. or on-demand:
e https://erucc.org/visit/sunday-live-stream

Serving Today: Aug 16 Serving Next Week: Aug 23

Deacons: Kyle Miller Angela Brittain
Tommie Bradshaw Jim Brittain

Elder: Susan Kulp Marc Kline

Scripture Reader: ~ Laurel Nguyen-Powell

Acolyte:

Greeters: Felecia Bishop Kathleen and Niel Jefferson
Rob Smith Cliff Barr

Welcome Table: Betsy Selby Jeanellen Kallevang, Eric Weakly

Audio/Visual: Ethan Kline, Jeffrey Baker Jeff Schaeberle, Kelly Esslinger
David Howard Jeffrey Baker

Nursery: Kate Fromknecht

Fellowship: Karen Justice, Marj Berkheimer  Linda Coyle, Shelley Weakly
Peter Brehm, Rob McGuire Eric Weakly, Tommie Bradshaw

Felecia Bishop, Alex Martinez Colleen Baldree, Chuck Baldree
Next Sunday: Aug 23 — Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 138 | Romans12:1-8
“Transforming the World” (One bite at a time)

The Rev. Josh Privitt will preach and lead worship. The Summer Choir will sing. Jonas
Dawson will be our guest organist.


https://erucc.org/visit/sunday-live-stream

PRAYER LIST

We invite you to hold the following people in your prayers this week. Though we may not know the specifics
of their needs, God does, and our prayers are a meaningful way to surround them with love and support.

ERUCC seeks permission before adding a name to this list or in worship announcements. There are many for
whom we pray and visit whose names are not listed in the bulletin by their request.

Family and friends of Frank
Tordorff (father of Kim
Sexton)

Jack (nephew of Pastor Kirstin
in military duty)

Rose Plankey (mother of
Kathy Gourlie)

Angela Brittain

Scott Maples (nephew of Allen
and Joan Maples)

Friends and family of John
Stush

Friends and family of Marcy

Channell (daughter of Jo Ann
Fritz)

Jessica Snyder (niece of Janice
Staley)

Debbie Jennings

Betty Schaeberle

John Maslowski

Friends and family of Phil
Berkheimer

Dan Rice (partner of Alison
Shafer)

Daniel Schaffer (neighbor of
Kathleen & Niel Jefferson)

Mike Simms

Friends and family of Adam
Huegel

Carroll Smith (friend of
Sandra Trout)
Tom Ford
Ingrid Jacobsen
Charlie Woodward
Izzie Sims (friend of Molly
Black)

Robert Debonis (uncle of
Sophia Carliss)

Betsy Fisher
Barbara Heverley

Todd Starr (nephew of Mary
Staley)

Sharon DiDonato (aunt of Darryl
Glick, friend of Mark Ulrich)

Ginny Peters
Karen Stitely

Donna Baumgardner Smith
(friend of Sandra Trout)

Bill Cassell (brother of Ave Barr)

The Murray/Lennox/Cable
Family

Sandra Trout

Mary Staley

Pat Condo

Wells Condo

Tom Frazier

Pauline Marendt

Colton Pudvah (great nephew
of Kim Sexton)

Carol Spera (mother of Mark
Ulrich)

Emogene and Don Wyand

Bob Pinner

Jim Baldree (father of Chuck

Baldree)

Lee Thomas

Marcia Eisenstein

Derek C. Hupp (grandson of

Beanie and Gaylon Cornell)

Wayne Kolb (friend of Stefan
and Judi Mach and Tony and
Linda LaFianza)

Jeannette Johnson

Jackie Keyser (sister-in-law of
Betsy and Phil Selby)

Paige Coftey

Fran Wenner

Bonnie Devilbiss

Tina Prescott (daughter-in-law
of Barbara & Bill Prescott)

Heleen (sister of Karin Mens)

Kathy Blue Shores (friend of
Jean Fish & Barb Biser)

Please notify the church office when you want your request removed from the prayer list.

PASTORAL CARE

ERUCC wants to be there for you when you’re experiencing an illness, hospitalization, or other
life event for which you or someone you love may need a visit.

Members who are in nursing homes and those who currently reside in their homes but are unable
to come to regular Sunday morning services will receive communion from our pastoral team.
Our Faithful Friends Team also makes visits, calls, and sends care cards. If emergency pastoral
care is needed in the case of crisis, death, or severe illness, please contact the church office at
(301) 662-2762 or erucc(@erucc.org.
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Activities, Events, and Announcements

LET’S STUDY THE BIBLE WITH REV. JOHN SHILLINGBURG

Let’s Study the Bible is taking a break for the summer.

THEOLOGY AMONG THE PEOPLE WITH REV. DR. REBECCA SHILLINGBURG
Tuesdays

North Room / Zoom, 11:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Zoom: tinyurl.com/tuetap

Theology Among the People (TAP) resumes on Tuesday, September
22nd. We will begin with a review of the early chapters of Genesis for
G E N [ S ‘ S Normal People by Peter Enns and Jared Byas, making it easy for
anyone to join us. If you are not a Bible scholar but want to be able to
i v or - read Genesis and understand its big picture, this brief, witty book is the
;«LA@@@, PR guide you've been waiting for. Clear summaries and thought-provoking
\‘E?“\\w %q ) 7.~ questions provide direction for personal reflection and group

FOR NORMAL PEOPLE

s (N

A &7 N discussion. Peter Enns, a Biblical Studies professor, and Jared Byas, an
' Old Testament professor, summarize the book's key themes and help us
conTROERsIaL S SubtasT00. see Genesis as an ancient story, one with continued relevance for
PETER ENNS & JARED DS human experience today.
WEDNESDAY PRAYERS
Wednesdays

Sanctuary, 4:30 p.m.

On Wednesday afternoons, you are invited to enter the church (doors open at 4:15 PM) and
proceed to the front of the sanctuary in silence. We will pray silently in our own personal
traditions. We begin promptly at 4:30 PM and end at 5:00 PM. What you can expect: substance
for your everyday journey. Led by Rev. Richard Leslie.

MEET WITH PASTOR JOSH

ERUCC, I want to meet YOU! Sign up for 30-minute slots to sit down with me (Pastor Josh) to
get to know one another and talk about where the Spirit may be leading ERUCC.
Let me know if you have any trouble using Calendly, and we'll find a workaround
(revjosh@erucc.org). Come Spirit!

To sign up, please visit https://calendly.com/jdp3227/chat-with-pastor-josh or scan
the QR code:



https://calendly.com/jdp3227/chat-with-pastor-josh

MEDITATIONS ON CONNECTION

Be sure to visit the Music suite hallway to view artwork by Sophia Carliss, local artist and
member of our congregation. The paintings were all done to highlight something Sophia cares
deeply about. “These pieces focus on the necessity of connection: spiritually, interpersonally,
and environmentally.”

DONATE TO FREDERICK FOOD BANK

Did you know in addition to our monthly “Pack the Pantry” initiative in support of the
Frederick Community Fridge, we also collect food for the Frederick City Department of
Housing and Human Services’ (DHHS) food bank every week? Donations are needed to meet
the growing need for services in our community. You can donate through ERUCC by
bringing items to the baskets located in the narthex of the Sanctuary.

The Frederick Food bank’s most needed items are:
e Non-perishable foods: canned fruits, canned vegetables, snack items, cereal, and
condiments.
e Hygiene items: toothbrushes (singles), toothpaste, disposable razors, shampoo,
deodorant and shaving cream.
e Bottled water.

END OF SUMMER CHURCH COOKOUT

Sunday, August 30

Ballenger Creek Park, Shelter #1

Approximately 1:00 - 4:00 p.m., but we have it reserved all day!

We are excited to gather to say goodbye to summer! Please meet at Ballenger Park, Shelter #1!
We will head there after church so that we can have an early afternoon lunch together. We are
looking for people to bring items AND to volunteer to grill. Please reach out to Pastor Kirstin
if you are willing to cook!

Also, please review the available slots on the SignUp Genius and click the button
to sign uphttps://bit.ly/ERUCCCookout2026 or scan the QR code:

In addition to bringing yourself and something to share, please bring your own table
settings/cups/napkins, beverages, camping chairs if desired (there will be plenty of table
space), and a board game if you want to share! We will have some community-building games
for all ages after we eat, and we will also have frisbees and a variety of sports balls to

share. We hope to see you there!



UN-BURDENED, FREDERICK COUNTY UNITED IN RELIEF

ERUCC 1is partnering with Grace UCC, All Saints

UNDU Episcopal Church, Calvary United Methodist Church,
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Frederick, and St.

. Katharine Drexel Catholic Church for an Undue Medical

Medical Debt pebt campaign. As Grace UCC said, "Too many of our

neighbors are burdened with medical debt, and we want to unburden them."

Please consider giving to this campaign. If we raise $103,172.00, we will wipe out $15
MILLION DOLLARS in accumulated medical debt! This would unburden more than 14,000 of
our neighbors right here in Frederick County. What a perfect opportunity to come together and
make a real difference in the lives of our neighbors!

To give, please visit: https://bit.ly/FCUnitedInRelief or scan the QR code:

To pay by check, please make payable to Undue Medical Debt and note “Unburdened
Frederick County” on the memo line of your check. Checks can be left with Ann in the church

office or in the Kieffer Lobby on Sunday mornings. Checks can also be mailed directly to
Undue Medical Debt at P. O. Box 411675, Boston, MA 02241-1675.

ERUCC BOOK GROUP
Tuesday, September 22, 2026
North Room / Zoom, 7:00 p.m.
Zoom: bit.ly/ERUCCbooks

The ERUCC Book Group’s upcoming selection for discussion is Klara and the Sun by Kasuo
Ishiguro.

From her place in the store, Klara, an Artificial Friend with outstanding observational qualities,
watches carefully the behavior of those who come in to browse, and of those who pass on the
street outside. She remains hopeful that a customer will soon choose her, but when the
possibility emerges that her circumstances may change forever, Klara is warned not to invest
too much in the promises of humans.

In Klara and the Sun, Kazuo Ishiguro looks at our rapidly changing modern world through the
eyes of an unforgettable narrator to explore a fundamental question: what does it mean to love?

For more information, please contact Susan Kulp at smkulp(@earthlink.net or Rebecca
Shillingburg at rebecca.shillingburg@gmail.com.
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2026 ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

Evangelical Reformed UCC is fortunate to have scholarship programs available to our post-
secondary students as they pursue educational opportunities to develop knowledge and skills to
realize their full potential. Contributions to our scholarship funds by members and friends of
our church are always welcome.

For the 2026 academic year, the following members were recipients of scholarships:

Luke Chappell, Senior, University of Maryland, Baltimore County
Paige Coftey, Senior, Purdue University Global

Liam Cumber, Junior, Salisbury University

Jared Hueting, Junior, Elizabethtown College

Sophia Carliss, Sophomore, Connecticut College

Max Zander, Freshman, University of Rochester

Scholarship Committee: Sandra Trout, Chairman, Tricia Coffey, Cathie Duncan, and Dan
Smith

Children & Youth Activities, Events, and Announcements

SAVE THE DATE!
Sunday, September 13, 9:15 a.m.
First Week of Sunday School for all ages!
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Ministers, Staff, & Lay Leaders of Evangelical Reformed UCC

MINISTERS AND STAFF

Rev. Josh Privitt ~ Senior Pastor ~ revjosh@erucc.org

Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads ~ 4ssociate Pastor for Faith Formation & Parish Life ~ ksrhoads@erucc.org

Alison E. Shafer ~ Director of Music
Jaci Clayton ~ Facilities Manager ~ jclayton@erucc.org
Ann Watkins ~ Church Administrator ~ awatkins(@erucc.org

Ashley Murphy ~ Nursery Attendant

The Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel ~ Pastor Emerita

The Rev. Fred Wenner ~ Pastor Emeritus

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Robin L. Brady-Slifer ~ President | Matt Hueting ~ Vice President
David Kehne ~ Secretary | Robert Morris ~ Treasurer
Rebecca Shillingburg ~ Worship Chair | Peter Brehm ~ Finance Chair
Shelley Weakly ~ Mission, Evangelism, and Social Justice Chair | Keith Stickley ~ Property Chair
Kate Fromknecht ~ Stewardship/Generosity Chair | Holly Davis ~ Christian Education Chair
Mark Ulrich ~ Head Deacon | Larry Martin ~ Member-at-Large
Darryl Glick ~ Personnel Chair

ELDERS
Ave Barr | Robin L. Brady-Slifer | Matt Hueting | Jeanellen Kallevang | Susan Kulp | Eric Weakly

DEACONS
Quynn Adkins | Tommie Bradshaw | Robin A. Brady-Slifer | Robin L. Brady-Slifer
Angela Brittain | Jim Brittain | Kyle Miller | Mark Ulrich

SETTLED PASTOR SEARCH AND CALL COMMITTEE

Rachael Bowman | Tommie Bradshaw | Karl Cooper | Linda Coyle | Matt Hueting
Terry Logee | Jen Powell | Bud Rossig | Eliza Stitely



Sunday Morning Schedule

subject to change

8:30 —9:15 a.m. Early Worship, Sanctuary

9:00 a.m. Coffee and Conversation, Kieffer Lobby
9:15a.m.—12:00 p.m. Nursery Care

10:30 — 11:30 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary and Online at www.erucc.org
11:30 a.m. Fellowship, Downtown Community Room

Stay Informed

[[]*#%:[E Subscribe to receive e-news from ERUCC at http://eepurl.com/gDNCu5 or by scanning
i-ffi  the QR code.
[=];

Ways to Give to Evangelical Reformed UCC

www.erucc.org/give made payable to
Evangelical Reformed UCC
D Frederick MD 21701
one time or recurring gifts Scan to give from your are available in the
mobile device rear of the sanctuary

WEBSITE MOBILE CASH OR CHECK
15 W. Church St,
offering plates
before and after worship

Worship services and events at Evangelical Reformed UCC are sometimes photographed and videotaped to
document the vibrant life of our church. If you do not wish to be included in these recordings, please notify a
deacon or the church office. Always obtain permission prior to sharing images and videos that include minors

on your personal social media.
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TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 16, 2026 Genesis 45:1-15
Bold Moves

I recently heard a saying that if you hold tightly to grudges your hands are not
free to catch the blessings.

Joseph, the dreamer in the Bible, had every right to hold a grudge. He was
betrayed by his brothers and sold to a group of Ishmaelites who then brought
him to Egypt.

The young boy could have allowed his circumstances to sour his spirit. But he
didn’t. Instead, Joseph grew up, rising to the position of prime minister to the
Pharaoh. He was second-in-command of all of Egypt.

So, when a seven-year famine, in which Joseph had seen in one of his dreams,
devasted his family’s land of Caanan, he was now able to help his brothers who
came seeking relief. At first, though, they didn’t recognize Joseph as the brother
they had sold. But as the story unfolds, the tears of realization and redemption
flow freely among the broken siblings.

Joseph’s story is not an easy one for us to embrace, especially when we prefer the
heaviness of grudges to the lightness of forgiveness. But it is a story that reminds
us that wrongs can be righted on the God path. In those times of feeling lost and
wondering where in heaven’s name is God, we must not let despair or even
anger take hold.

I know this is easier said than done. Even as I write, I hesitate with each click of
the keyboard because while my heart knows how gracious God is, my head is
reciting a monologue of doubt. If my hands weren’t typing,  am sure they would
be found curled into a tight ball of frustration, hurt and anger.

It is not easy to believe that good can come out of something painful. But it can.
Because God is our God of bold moves, and the boldest of moves was showing
us that new life does emerge from the tomb.

Hope never dies. But holding on to that grudge is slowly doing its best to
suffocate it. So put down this bulletin right now, unclench your hands, and catch
that blessing.

Redemptive God, help us to let go of the grudges that we have been holding on to
for far too long. May we realize they are serving no purpose in our lives. They are,
in fact, robbing us of the life You want for us. With Your help, pry our clenched
fists open now. We surrender all the hurt to you and wait patiently for the
blessings. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for UNET ED CHURCH
the United Church of Christ and author of today’s Sunday Bulletin.) OF CHR‘ST
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