


Welcome to Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ

Thank you for worshiping with us at Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ (ERUCC)
this morning. We extend a special welcome to our guests.

If you are a guest, please visit us at the Welcome Table in the lobby. We would love to meet and
learn more about you, and we are available to answer your questions. Please also feel free to
reach out to someone sitting near you and ask them questions about the service or church. We
encourage you to join us in the Community Room for Fellowship after the worship service for
casual conversation and connection over light refreshments.

ERUCC is an Open and Affirming Church of the United Church of Christ. We welcome into the
full life and ministry people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions.

For Children: We have trained nursery staff for ages 0-4. A deacon or greeter can guide you to
the nursery. Children aged 5 and above are invited to stay and worship with their families.
Children’s programs, books, and crayons are in the rear of the sanctuary near the welcome table
and a children’s table is available for quiet activities at the front of the sanctuary.

We ask that you please silence your cell phones during our worship service. We also ask that
you refrain from applause after our choirs sing and allow the music to resonate in the quiet of
the sanctuary and in your hearts. Our musicians are playing and singing for the glory of God.
They know you appreciate their efforts and their gift.

Restrooms, accessible and equipped with changing stations, are located on the 2™ floor, below
the sanctuary, and on the 1* floor, outside the Community Room. Single-occupant, all-gender,

accessible restrooms are located outside the North and Flora Rooms on the 2™ floor.

There 1s more information about our church in this bulletin and on our website: www.erucc.org.

Mission Statement of Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ

We, the members of this congregation, seek to celebrate in word and deed the gospel of Jesus
Christ, by nurturing spiritual growth through worship, study and prayer; by caring for one
another as God cares for us; and by proclaiming God's love for all people as we work to help our
neighbors near and far.

We commit ourselves to develop and implement specific programs to fulfill our mission.

15 WEST CHURCH STREET, FREDERICK, MD 21701
(301) 662-2762 e erucc@erucc.org ® WWWw.erucc.org
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July 26, 2026 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 10:30 AM

The numbered hymns are from The New Century Hymnal
*All who are able may stand
Bold text read in unison

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS The Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
PRELUDE

*CONGREGATION CENTERING PRAYER Donna and Terry Logee
As we walk together through this time of transition, we give thanks for
the faith that has shaped us and look with hope toward what lies ahead.
We covenant to proclaim and embody God’s love and justice for all
people, serving our neighbors both near and far.

Through faithful living and active participation in our congregation, we
commit to following in the way of Jesus to build a community of
extravagant welcome and inclusivity for all people.

May we continue to reflect God’s light through our love and hope in all
that we do.

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE CENTERING CANDLE

*CALL TO WORSHIP
God scatters the seeds of reconciliation and love, and waits....
So much of it lands on flat pathways or rocky roads and won’t take
root....
God scatters the seeds of healing and hope, and waits....
Shallowness and fear claim the seeds and they cannot live.
God scatters the seeds of redemption and peace, and waits....
These are the places of deep growth where the seed will cast down strong
roots.
Welcome this day to a seed-scattering God!
May our hearts be the rich soil in which God’s love takes root. Amen.



*OPENING PRAYER

God who gathers us together, we delight to be in community with you
and one another. Let your word be proclaimed in truth. Let us burst into
songs that reflect the depths of our spirits.

May our prayers be formed in your name and granted by your wisdom.
May we know you, Divine Mystery, and ourselves better and deeper
because we have entered your presence as a community of faithful,
questioning, and hope-seeking participants in your kin-dom. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN
O for a World #575
O for a World 575
Miriam Therese Winter, 1987 Acts 4:32-35; 1 Cor. 1:26-31; 1 Pet. 3:8-12
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Inspired by Charles Wesley's phrase “O for a thousand tongues™

Tune: AZMON C.M.

and the familiar tune Azmon, Miriam Therese Winter wrote this
hymn envisioning a new world order for the Presbyterian
Women's Triennial Conference in 1982. It was later recrafted
and recorded by the Medical Mission Sisters.

Carl G. Gldser, 1828
Adapt. Lowell Mason in Modern Psalmody, 1839

*CALL TO TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE
The Divine Sower scatters love, justice, and grace generously across the
world. Yet, we know that our hearts can become hardened, our systems can
choke out hope, and our lack of roots can cause us to wither. Let us come

before God to honestly name the ways we have failed to nurture the good
seed within and around us.



*PRAYER FOR GRACE
Holy One, we incline our hearts toward you, but the concerns of the
world and challenges of daily living pull us away.
Keep us grounded in your promises, your purposes, your power, and
your presence.
Reorient us on the road of liberation, belonging, and communal care so
that not only do we receive the gift of transformation, we companion
with siblings, neighbors, and even enemies in your work of making all
things new.
Remove the misleading veil that disguises sufficiency with scarcity.
Sustain us with being satisfied with enough and abundance materially
while continuing to thirst for righteousness so that all may be well.
In you, we hope and believe. Amen.

*WORDS OF GRACE
Beloved, rest in the assurance of Psalm 65:5, “By awesome deeds you answer
us with deliverance, O God of our salvation; you are the hope of all the ends
of the earth and of the farthest seas.”
The Holy One receives and responds to our prayers and offers the promise of
renewed life and the power of community in the kin-dom of God. Through
Christ, we participate as witnesses, agents, and recipients of transformation
for the glory of God and by the grace of God.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Children, youth, and all who wish to join them are invited to come forward for a special
message. Children entering Kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to join us for a fun,
camp-themed Summer Sunday School during Junior Church time. We will meet in the Thomas
Room.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.



THE SCRIPTURES Darryl Glick

Psalm 65:1, 9-13 OT Page Number 527
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  NT Page Number 13

Reader: May God bless the reading of this word.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON The Rev. Freeman Palmer

“A Page from the Sower's Almanac”

MORNING PRAYER

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

When we share our material resources, we proclaim our trust in God’s
provision, abundance, and community. Let us give in order to support the
ministry of this church in hope and faith.

This is a time during worship when we respond to God'’s gifts of love by offering the gifts of our
lives. For many of us, this is when we make a financial gift to our church's ministries and
programs. We also use this time to ask God how we might use the gifts of our hands and hearts
to share God’s love.

If you wish to give, you can give online at www.erucc.org, by placing your gift in the
offering plates in the rear of the sanctuary before or after the service,

or by scanning the QR code to give from your phone.

OFFERTORY Summer Choir
You Sing Over Me - H. Sorenson
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Generous God, receive these gifts and magnify them to bless our
community and world. May these offerings reflect our gratitude for your
beloved community and trust in your Kin-dom. Amen.



*CLOSING HYMN
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing #76

Sent forth by God’s blessing,
our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The service is ended.
O now be extended
the fruits of our worship in all who believe.
The seed of the teaching,
receptive hearts reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
God’s grace did invite us,
and love shall unite us
to work for God’s realm and to answer the call.

With praise and thanksgiving

to God ever-living,

the tasks of our everyday life we will face.

Our faith ever sharing,

in love ever caring,

embracing God’s children of each tribe and race.
With your grace you feed us,

with your light now lead us,

unite us as one in this life that we share.

Then may all the living

with praise and thanksgiving

give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

*BENEDICTION
During the postlude, please remain seated, letting the music flow over you as a closing blessing.

POSTLUDE

Co=p=29

Worship Notes: Drink: Service Prayers for the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost Year A was written by the Rev.
Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ. Call to Worship
was written by Nancy C. Townley, Worship Connection: Proper 10 A, www.ministrymatters.com/



Please join us for Fellowship with light refreshments and time for casual conversation after
worship in our Community Room (1% Floor).

The flowers on the altar this morning are in loving memory of Jack Patterson by Patti and
family.

The yellow rose is presented in remembrance of Corporal Ray A. York, U.S. Army, who was
taken Prisoner of War in South Korea on July 25, 1950.

Attendance Last Sunday: 9 at 8:30 AM, 63 at 10:30 AM, and 47 online.

Mot Watch worship live every Sunday at 10:30 AM or on-demand:
o https://erucc.org/visit/sunday-live-stream

Serving Today: July 26 Serving Next Week: Aug 2

Deacons: Angela and Jim Brittain Mark Ulrich, Quynn Adkins

Elder: Jeanellen Kallevang Eric Weakly

Scripture Reader: ~ Darryl Glick Patti Patterson

Acolyte: JD Bowman

Greeters: Cathie Duncan Felecia Bishop
Paul McGinley, Rob Smith

Welcome Table: Jeanellen Kallevang Julie Clark

Audio/Visual: Kelly Esslinger, Jeff Schaeberle  Jeff Schaeberle, Jeffrey Baker
David Howard David Howard

Nursery:

Fellowship: Susan Kulp, David Howard Renae Kline, Jim Weitz
Robert Morris, Linda Coyle Glenn Wallace, Cathie Duncan
Rhea and Jake Stein Kathleen Jefferson, Niel Jefferson

Emily Kambic

Next Sunday: Aug 2 — Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Matthew 14:13-21

We will share in Holy Communion at the chancel rail this morning. The Rev. John Shillingburg
will be preaching and leading worship. The Summer Choir will sing.



https://erucc.org/visit/sunday-live-stream

~ We extend our heartfelt sympathy to Marj Berkheimer after the passing of
her beloved husband, Phil, on Sunday, July 19.
Please keep Phil and Marj’s family in your hearts and prayers. ~

PRAYER LIST

We invite you to hold the following people in your prayers this week. Though we may not know the specifics
of their needs, God does, and our prayers are a meaningful way to surround them with love and support.

ERUCC seeks permission before adding a name to this list or in worship announcements. There are many for
whom we pray and visit whose names are not listed in the bulletin by their request.

John Maslowski

Kathleen Jefferson

Herb Bowman

Friends and family of Phil
Berkheimer

Dan Rice (Alison Shafer’s
partner)

Daniel Schaffer (neighbor of
Kathleen & Niel Jefferson)

Mike Simms

Adam Huegel

Carroll Smith (friend of
Sandra Trout)

Tom Ford

Ingrid Jacobsen

Charlie Woodward

John Stush

Izzie Sims (friend of Molly

Black)
Debbie Jennings (firiend of

Barbara Heverley

Todd Starr (nephew of Mary
Staley)

Sharon DiDonato (aunt of Darryl
Glick, friend of Mark Ulrich)

Ginny Peters

Karen Stitely

Donna Baumgardner Smith
(friend of Sandra Trout)

Bill Cassell (brother of Ave Barr)

The Murray/Lennox/Cable
Family

Sandra Trout

Family of Charlie Van

Eman (son of friends of
Kathleen and Niel Jefferson)

Mary Staley
Pat Condo

Wells Condo
Tom Frazier

Bob Pinner

Jim Baldree (father of Chuck
Baldree)

Lee Thomas

Marcia Eisenstein

Derek C. Hupp (grandson of
Beanie & Gaylon Cornell)

Wayne Kolb (friend of Stefan
and Judi Mach and Tony and
Linda LaFianza)

Jeannette Johnson

Jackie Keyser (sister-in-law of
Betsy and Phil Selby)

Marcy Channell (daughter of
Jo Ann Fritz)

Paige Coffey
Fran Wenner
Bonnie Devilbiss

Tina Prescott (daughter-in-law
of Barbara & Bill Prescott)

Heleen (sister of Karin Mens)

Kathleen Jefferson) Pauline Marendt _
Robert Debonis (uncle of Colton Pudvah (great nephew Kathy .Blue Shorgs (friend of

Sophia Carliss) of Kim Sexton) Jean Fish & Barb Biser)
Sandy Maples (sister-in-law of Carol Spera (mother of Mark

Allen and Joan Maples) Ulrich)
Betsy Fisher Emogene and Don Wyand

PASTORAL CARE

ERUCC wants to be there for you when you’re experiencing an illness, hospitalization, or other
life event for which you or someone you love may need a visit.



Members who are in nursing homes and those who currently reside in their homes but are unable
to come to regular Sunday morning services will receive communion from our pastoral team.
Our Faithful Friends Team also makes visits, calls, and sends care cards. If emergency pastoral
care is needed in the case of crisis, death, or severe illness, please contact the church office at
(301) 662-2762 or erucc(@erucc.org.

Activities, Events, and Announcements

UCC APPEAL FOR EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS IN VENEZUELA

In response to the devastating earthquakes in Venezuela, the United Church is Christ is
launching an urgent appeal to support both immediate life-saving aid and long-term recovery.
Working through our trusted partners on the ground, like Global Ministries and ACT Alliance,
we are delivering emergency relief to displaced families, distributing food and water, and
offering pastoral care to those facing profound loss and trauma.

Please consider making a gift today. Be a source of hope in the midst of crisis and help rebuild
communities for the long term. Your support is essential. Together, we can provide hope,
healing and love to our neighbors in Venezuela.

We also ask you and your families to pray for everyone affected. Your generosity is a witness
of compassion in action. We deeply appreciate your consideration. For more information and
to make a donation, please visit: https://support.ucc.org/venezuela-earthquake.

SPECIAL GIVING OPPORTUNITY NEXT WEEK
Sunday, August 2

Mortgage Assistance: On the first Sunday of each month, we have a special opportunity for
giving towards Mortgage Assistance. Donations fund ERUCC’s mortgages with the Fisher Fund
and FCB Bank, a division of ACNB Bank, payments on which are about $153,000/year.

LET’S STUDY THE BIBLE WITH REV. JOHN SHILLINGBURG

Let’s Study the Bible is taking a break for the summer.

THEOLOGY AMONG THE PEOPLE WITH REV. DR. REBECCA SHILLINGBURG
Theology Among the People is taking a break. In September, we will begin with a review of
the early chapters of Genesis for Normal People by Peter Enns and Jared Byas, making it easy
for anyone to join us. If you are not a Bible scholar but want to be able to read Genesis and
understand its big picture, this brief, witty book is the guide you've been waiting for. Clear


mailto:erucc@erucc.org
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summaries and thought-provoking questions provide direction for personal reflection and
group discussion. Peter Enns, a Biblical Studies professor, and Jared Byas, an Old Testament
professor, summarize the book's key themes and help us see Genesis as an ancient story, one
with continued relevance for human experience today.

WEDNESDAY PRAYERS
Wednesdays
Sanctuary, 4:30 PM

On Wednesday afternoons, you are invited to enter the church (doors open at 4:15 PM) and
proceed to the front of the sanctuary in silence. We will pray silently in our own personal
traditions. We begin promptly at 4:30 PM and end at 5:00 PM. What you can expect: substance
for your everyday journey. Led by Rev. Richard Leslie.

ERUCC SUPPORTS THE UNITED WAY STUFF THE BUS CAMPAIGN
Collection Period: June 14 — August 3

ERUCKC is collecting NEW school supplies for The United Way’s Stuff the
Bus campaign, which supports students in ALICE families in Frederick
County Public Schools.

Drop off school supplies in the big yellow bins in the Sanctuary and Kieffer
Lobbies. The supplies most needed include markers, two-pocket folders
(plastic preferred), earbuds with microphones, composition notebooks, spiral notebooks, three-
ring binders, crayons, and backpacks. Complete lists of supplies are available above the yellow
bins.

WEARING NAMETAGS

Please be sure to wear your nametags so that we have that gracious reminder as we get to know
people who are new to us. If you do not have a nametag and want one, please request it at
either the Welcome desk or Welcome table.

MEDITATIONS ON CONNECTION

Be sure to visit the Music suite hallway in the next four weeks to view artwork by Sophia
Carliss, local artist and member of our congregation. The paintings were all done to highlight
something Sophia cares deeply about. “These pieces focus on the necessity of connection:
spiritually, interpersonally, and environmentally.”




LUCAS NGUYEN-POWELL’S EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT (BSA TROOP 1023)

I am happy to announce that I am doing my Eagle Scout Project this summer. I will be building
a total of five benches, two for the front portico and three for the garden space behind the
church. This will help manifest the welcoming spirit of our congregation by giving people a
comfortable place to sit while they are in the church's outdoor space. If you would like to learn
more and support my project, I will have an information table during fellowship on 7/26.

GET OUT THE VOTE POSTCARDING
Tuesday, July 28
Downtown Community Room, 5:30 — 7:30 PM

The Mission, Evangelization, and Social Justice committee will once again be writing
postcards encouraging voters to check their registrations so they are ready to have their votes
counted this fall. We are working with the Center for Common Ground on this effort.
Volunteers are needed to hand-write messages to voters in North Carolina, Georgia and
Virginia.

Join us for an evening of community and postcard writing on Tuesday, July 28 from 5:30-7:30
PM. Everyone is welcome! There will be a brief introduction for new postcard writers,
followed by a joint effort to write. Colorful pens and light refreshments will be provided.
Please contact Kate katemmcdermott@msn.com and Sophia scarliss07@gmail.com with any
questions (subject line POSTCARDS). We hope to see you there!

CAC WORK CAMP OPPORTUNITY
October 18-24, 2026
Western North Carolina

High Country UCC in Western North Carolina is accepting groups of up to 20 people with the
church coordinating work in the area with a variety of different community organizations to do
rebuilding and recovery work based on the skills and interests of the volunteers.

Cost is $100 and includes housing at the church ($60 per person), meals, gas, and some funds
for materials. Trip leaders are Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel, CAC Disaster Response
Coordinator (bkdaniel@cacucc.org) and Rev. Chance Martinez-Colon, Grace UCC
(pastorchance.graceucc@gmail.com). Please contact Barbara or Chance for more information
and to register for this trip.

ATTENTION CHURCH KEY HOLDERS

In the event that we would need to re-key any doors to our buildings, we are compiling a
comprehensive list of anyone who has keys, electronic or metal, to any doors at ERUCC. If
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you have keys, please stop by the Kieffer Lobby desk on Sunday mornings, contact Ann at
erucc@erucc.org, or call the office. We will need your name and the numbers on the key(s).
Please reach out with any questions.

oy A JUST WORLD FOR ALL

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
Sunday, August 16, during 10:30 AM Worship

The first day of school is just around the corner, and we want to send you into the new year with
love, laughter, and a whole lot of blessings! Join us on Sunday, August 16, for our annual
Blessing of the Backpacks, a joyful celebration for students, teachers, and school staff of all ages
and stages. Whether you're heading into preschool or grad school, teaching your first class or
your thirtieth, or supporting students behind the scenes, you are welcome!

Bring your backpack, tote bag, laptop case, or briefcase to worship as we bless the journey ahead
and remind one another: you are not alone; your church family is cheering you on every step of
the way!

SAVE THE DATE - CHURCH COOKOUT
Sunday, Aug 30 &

Details to come!

Children & Youth Activities, Events, and Announcements

SUMMER CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY

Children entering Kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to join us for a fun, camp-themed
Summer Sunday School! Offered during Junior Church time at the 10:30 AM worship service,
we will meet in the Thomas Room on the following Sundays: July 26 and August 9. We will
have a fun-filled end-of-summer camping-themed event on August 16th in the evening. We
will share more details on this event as the date approaches.


mailto:erucc@erucc.org

Each week stands alone with a unique outdoor-themed Bible lesson paired with an exciting
campfire-style game or creative craft. Because every session is a brand-new adventure,
children can attend as many or as few as your summer schedule allows. Come unplug, get
active, and explore how outdoor adventures bring us closer to God!



Ministers, Staff, & Lay Leaders of Evangelical Reformed UCC

MINISTERS AND STAFF
Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads ~ 4ssociate Pastor for Faith Formation & Parish Life ~ ksrhoads@erucc.org

Alison E. Shafer ~ Director of Music
Jaci Clayton ~ Facilities Manager ~ jclayton@erucc.org
Ann Watkins ~ Office Administrator ~ awatkins@erucc.org
Ashley Murphy ~ Nursery Attendant

The Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel ~ Pastor Emerita

The Rev. Fred Wenner ~ Pastor Emeritus

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Robin L. Brady-Slifer ~ President | Matt Hueting ~ Vice President
David Kehne ~ Secretary | Robert Morris ~ Treasurer
Rebecca Shillingburg ~ Worship Chair | Peter Brehm ~ Finance Chair
Shelley Weakly ~ Mission, Evangelism, and Social Justice Chair | Keith Stickley ~ Property Chair
Kate Fromknecht ~ Stewardship/Generosity Chair | Holly Davis ~ Christian Education Chair
Mark Ulrich ~ Head Deacon | Larry Martin ~ Member-at-Large
Darryl Glick ~ Personnel Chair

ELDERS
Ave Barr | Robin L. Brady-Slifer | Matt Hueting | Jeanellen Kallevang | Susan Kulp | Eric Weakly

DEACONS
Quynn Adkins | Tommie Bradshaw | Robin A. Brady-Slifer | Robin L. Brady-Slifer
Angela Brittain | Jim Brittain | Kyle Miller | Mark Ulrich

SETTLED PASTOR SEARCH AND CALL COMMITTEE

Rachael Bowman | Tommie Bradshaw | Karl Cooper | Linda Coyle | Matt Hueting
Terry Logee | Jen Powell | Bud Rossig | Eliza Stitely



Sunday Morning Schedule

subject to change

8:30-9:15 AM Early Worship, Sanctuary

9:00 AM Coffee and Conversation, Kieffer Lobby

9:15 AM —-12:00 PM  Nursery Care

10:30 - 11:30 AM Worship, Sanctuary and Online at www.erucc.org

Junior Church (Summer Sunday School), Thomas Room
Participating children are dismissed from Worship after Thought for the Day

11:30 AM Fellowship, Downtown Community Room

Stay Informed

[E*#:[E Subscribe to receive e-news from ERUCC at http://eepurl.com/gDNCus5 or by scanning
ip-rfis  the QR code.
[=]:

Ways to Give to Evangclical Reformed UCC

WEBSITE MOBILE CASHOR CHECK

www.erucc.org/give made payable to
Evangelical Reformed UCC
D Frederick MD 21701
one time or recurring gifts Scan to give from your are available in the
mobile device rear of the sanctuary

15 W. Church St,
offering plates
before and after worship

Worship services and events at Evangelical Reformed UCC are sometimes photographed and videotaped to
document the vibrant life of our church. If you do not wish to be included in these recordings, please notify a
deacon or the church office. Always obtain permission prior to sharing images and videos that include minors

on your personal social media.
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w’@ F red e I'i c k C ou nty Frederick County Public Schools

SCAN TO DONATETO

STUFFTHEBUS %

United Way is collecting school supplies to support Frederick County Public
Schools students in ALICE families. Drop off school supplies at any of our
public collection sites or make a monetary donation online.

Collection Period: June 8 - August 3
ITEMS NEEDED:

® Backpacks ® Highlighters

® Binders ® Kleenex

® (College-Ruled & Wide-Ruled Paper ® Markers

® (olored Pencils ® Pencils

® Composition Notebooks ® Pencil Boxes

® (Crayons ® Pens

® Dividers ® Rulers

® Dry Erase Markers ® Scissors

® Earbuds (with Microphone) ® Spiral Notebooks
® Glue Sticks ® Two-Pocket Folders (Plastic Preferred)
® Graphing Calculators ® Ziploc Bags

ALL DONATED ITEMS MUST BE NEW AND UNUSED.

*Bolded items are most needed.

Thank you to our sponsors: The M&T Bank
Foundation, Woodsboro Bank, LSWG, Wellpoint,
Lonza, and Frederick Foot & Ankle!

For more information or to donate,
visit uwfrederick.org/stuffthebus.



NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

July 26, 2026 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Weaving the Future

I have been on a quest to understand better the days of old by learning how to
master 18th-century living skills long forgotten. My most recent adventure was a
class on how to grow flax, spin it into thread, and then weave it into cloth.

It was there at the loom that I found my weaving became a prayerful act, and with
each pass of the shuttle, I thought of the series of “The Kingdom of God is like” para-
bles that Jesus shared so along ago.

The Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed — the smallest of seeds that grows so
great it becomes a haven where birds make their nests among the branches. The
Kingdom of God is like yeast that rises into a pillowy loaf of warm bread.

The Kingdom of God is like ...

I mused that if Jesus was at the loom with me, he would begin teaching how the
Kingdom of God is like a weaver creating a tapestry with various colors of threads.

The effectiveness of Jesus’ many teachings have always been that he was able to take
what was right in front of him and make it a teachable God moment. It was a gift
that made God’s Kingdom more accessible to others. There was no secret hand-
shake or password to gain entry. Rather, the Kingdom was and is all around in ways
we are often blind to.

Take a look where you are right now. What is a Kingdom of God parable Jesus
would speak of?

Chances are you are sitting in a pew, and you think there is no sign of the Kingdom.
Look again.

Could it be that the Kingdom of God is like the threadbare cushion you might sitting
on? Its patted down stuffing testifying to the generational stories of faith that need
to be heard and the ones that still need to be told. Or perhaps the Kingdom of God

is like a cracked vase that is holding the flowers on the chancel. Once shattered but
not discarded. Rather, lovingly restored by hands who still saw its beauty and worth.

The Kingdom of God is like...
It’s now your turn to see with eyes of faith and make a new parable for today.

Story-telling God, may our voice speak of the parables still needing to be told.
May everything we see and savor, touch and taste, remind us of the goodness of
Your kingdom that is here on Earth all around us. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for U N IT E D C H U RC H
the United Church of Christ and author of today’s Sunday Bulletin.) O F C HRI ST
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