


Welcome to Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ

Thank you for worshiping with us at Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ (ERUCC)
this morning. We extend a special welcome to our guests.

If you are a guest, please visit us at the Welcome Table in the lobby. We would love to meet and
learn more about you, and we are available to answer your questions. Please also feel free to
reach out to someone sitting near you and ask them questions about the service or church. We
encourage you to join us in the Community Room for Fellowship after the worship service for
casual conversation and connection over light refreshments.

ERUCC is an Open and Affirming Church of the United Church of Christ. We welcome into the
full life and ministry people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions.

For Children: We have trained nursery staff for ages 0-4. A deacon or greeter can guide you to
the nursery. Children aged 5 and above are invited to stay and worship with their families.
Children’s programs, books, and crayons are in the rear of the sanctuary and a children’s table
is available for quiet activities at the front of the sanctuary.

We ask that you please silence your cell phones during our worship service. We also ask that
you refrain from applause after our choirs sing and allow the music to resonate in the quiet of
the sanctuary and in your hearts. Our musicians are playing and singing for the glory of God.
They know you appreciate their efforts and their gift.

Restrooms, accessible and equipped with changing stations, are located on the 2™ floor, below
the sanctuary, and on the 1* floor, outside the Community Room. Single-occupant, all-gender,

accessible restrooms are located outside the North and Flora Rooms on the 2™ floor.

There 1s more information about our church in this bulletin and on our website: www.erucc.org.

Mission Statement of Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ

We, the members of this congregation, seek to celebrate in word and deed the gospel of Jesus
Christ, by nurturing spiritual growth through worship, study and prayer; by caring for one
another as God cares for us; and by proclaiming God's love for all people as we work to help our
neighbors near and far.

We commit ourselves to develop and implement specific programs to fulfill our mission.

15 WEST CHURCH STREET, FREDERICK, MD 21701
(301) 662-2762 e erucc@erucc.org ® WWWw.erucc.org
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The numbered hymns are from The New Century Hymnal
*All who are able may stand
Bold text read in unison

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS The Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
PRELUDE

*CONGREGATION CENTERING PRAYER
As we walk together through this time of transition, we give thanks for
the faith that has shaped us and look with hope toward what lies ahead.
We covenant to proclaim and embody God’s love and justice for all
people, serving our neighbors both near and far.
Through faithful living and active participation in our congregation, we
commit to following in the way of Jesus to build a community of
extravagant welcome and inclusivity for all people.
May we continue to reflect God’s light through our love and hope in all
that we do.
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE CENTERING CANDLE

*CALL TO WORSHIP
The Holy One wondrously demonstrates steadfast love. Seek refuge at God’s
right hand.
Let God’s love meet us and flow through us.
The Holy One attentively hears the just cause. Seek justice and righteousness
for God’s name sake.
Let us be steady and vigilant for the kin-dom of God.
The Holy One faithfully vindicates our lives. Seek the path God paves for us.
Let us worship, honor and praise the God who delivers, redeems, and
restores. Praise the Holy One!



*OPENING PRAYER
Faithful and persistent God, we turn to you with who we are, with what
we have, and with all we hope. We call upon you because you care and
are attentive to our cries of concern and shouts of joy. We come to pray,
sing, and wrestle with you, O God. We also come to receive clarity and
discernment, to receive and give testimony of your persistent love, and to
receive and affirm the beauty of your path. Hold us securely by your
Spirit and never let us go. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN
O How Shall I Receive You #102

O how shall I receive you,
how meet you on your way,
blessed hope of every people,
my soul's delight and stay?
O Jesus, Jesus, give me now
by your own pure light,
to know whate'er is pleasing
and welcome in your sight.

Love caused your incarnation;
love brought you down to me;
your thirst for my salvation
procured my liberty.

O love beyond all telling,

that led you to embrace

in love, all love excelling,

our lost and fallen race.

You come, O Christ, with gladness,
in mercy and goodwill,

to bring an end to sadness

and bid our fears be still.

In patient expectation

we live for that great day

when a renewed creation

your glory shall display.



*CALL TO TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE
Holy One, we strive to be your people and reflect your goodness in the world.
Yet, the way of wickedness is not far from us, and we have not passed every
test. Fortify us in your word and drench us with your compassion so that we
may find the courage to repent and repair. Help us acknowledge the harm we
have allowed and the pain we have caused. Empower us to make things right
with our neighbors and with ourselves. Let your grace and mercy liberate us
to be agents of reconciliation and restoration in our families, communities,
and world. Amen.

*PRAYER FOR GRACE
O God, You who are always doing a new thing,
we confess that we sometimes close windows
against the fresh air of new ideas,
against the noise of other people’s worries,
against the winds of change.

God of every place and time,

we confess that we often draw the curtains
against people who are different,

against world news or community concerns.

Forgive us our insulation in our locked homes,
our shuttered churches,
the security systems on our hearts.
Open up our lives,
and let your Spirit blow through. Amen.

*WORDS OF GRACE
Blessed of God, receive God’s transformative and liberating grace. Be made
new in Christ, and make a new way in mending broken relationships and
forging new ones. Let the love of God be your guide and assurance that the
One who is gracious and merciful, is good to all, and abundant in compassion
has planted those seeds in you, upholds all who fall and remains near to you.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Children, youth, and all who wish to join them are invited to come forward for a special
message. During the summer, we do not have Junior Church on a regular basis. Children are
welcome to spend time in the children’s worship space or using books and supplies from there
and the bookshelves while sitting with their families in the pews.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.

Amen.
THE SCRIPTURES Patti Patterson
Isaiah 43:18-21 OT Page Number 672
2 Corinthians 5:17-20 NT Page Number 181
Matthew 9:14-17 NT Page Number 9
Reader:  May God bless the reading of this word.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON The Rev. John Shillingburg
MORNING PRAYER

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY
The Holy One gives good and generous gifts so that creation radiates with
abundance. As we share in the blessings and gifts of God, let us give so that
all will be filled and all needs will be met to the glory of God.

This is a time during worship when we respond to God'’s gifts of love by offering the gifts of our
lives. For many of us, this is when we make a financial gift to our church's ministries and
programs. We also use this time to ask God how we might use the gifts of our hands and hearts
to share God’s love.

If you wish to give, you can give online at www.erucc.org, by placing your gift in the
offering plates in the rear of the sanctuary before or after the service,
or by scanning the QR code to give from your phone.

OFFERTORY Summer Choir
Dona Nobis Pacem - M.L. Lightfoot



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
We are all one human family, created with love for all people. Help us to
open our hearts to the world that you love. Teach us to weave our lives
together and what we have to the greater good. In this way, each day, we
begin again in love. Amen.

— SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION -

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
The ancient prophet reminds us that we are called by name;
we are precious and honored in God’s sight.

The Apostle Paul taught us that God’s enduring love binds us together in
community. We are called to live as the body of Christ.

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body.”

Jesus Christ, manna of heaven, is the host of this table.

Christ taught us that this is the table where abundant provision
overwhelms our fears of scarcity.

This is the table where divine hospitality embraces

the whole body and each of its members.

This 1s Christ's table, open to all who come.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

Eternal God, who has created the universe, giving breath to every living
thing, we thank you for the gifts of creation and for the gift of life itself. As
we partake of this bread and wine, we honor you, everlasting God. We give
thanks that you come to us and abide with us.

Come, Holy One, come. Bless this meal; bless this fellowship; bless our lives,
that justice and love may be the measure of our common witness. Amen.

As we bless and share these gifts, we celebrate the hospitality of Christ’s
table. All are worthy, all are welcome! Receive the fruits of the Spirit, and
celebrate the communion of all things. Creator, Christ, and Spirit dance as
one. So may it always be.



Be present with us as we share this meal and throughout all our lives,

that we may know you as the Holy One, who, with Christ and the Holy
Spirit, lives forever.

Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
On the night Jesus was betrayed, the Light of the World took bread and
blessed it. Then he thanked God for it and broke it, saying:

“This is my body which is broken for you. Whenever you eat it,
remember me.”

And likewise at the end of the meal, Jesus took the cup, blessed it and
thanked God for it. Pouring out the red wine, he said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you. When you
drink this cup ever after this night, remember me.”

Now, let us come to receive the bread and the cup.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
All who desire the Sacrament, including children, are invited to come forward at the
direction of the deacons to one of two locations at the front of the sanctuary, where
you will be served the bread and the cup. The cup contains grape juice (apple juice is
provided in the center of each tray) and all bread is gluten-free. Please partake of the
elements as they are given to you, then give the empty cup to the nearby steward
before returning to your seat by the side aisle. If you want to receive the elements in
the pew for any reason, please notify a deacon.

After all have received the bread and the cup:
Great 1s the mystery of faith.
Christ has died;

Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Thanks be to you, O God, for your presence and your purpose,
for your loving kindness and your steadfast Spirit.
May the blessings of this table strengthen our faith,
increase our generosity and unify our hearts. Amen.



*CLOSING HYMN
I Come with Joy #349
I come with joy, a child of God,
forgiven, loved, and free,
The life of Jesus to recall,
in love laid down for me,
in love laid down for me.

I come with Christians far and near
to find, as all are fed,

The new community of love

in Christ’s communion bread,

in Christ’s communion bread.

As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share,
each proud division ends.

The love that made us, makes us one,

and strangers now are friends,

and strangers now are friends.

And thus we meet, and better know
the Presence, ever near,

And join our hearts and sing with joy
that Christ is risen here,

that Christ is risen here.

Together met, together bound

in friendship we will stay,

And go with joy to love the world
and live the way we pray,

and live the way we pray.

*BENEDICTION
Hold fast to the persistent, abiding, and enduring love of God
May it surround and fill you
With hope, courage, compassion, and strength
To bless the world with the blessings you receive
As a tangible testimony and demonstration
That Love prevails.



During the postlude, please remain seated, letting the music flow over you as a closing blessing.

POSTLUDE

Comy=o9

Worship Notes: Liturgy is adapted from Wrestling: Service Prayers for the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Year A, written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church
of Christ. Prayer for Grace was written by Teri on the RevGalBlogPals A Place for Prayer blog.
http://revgalprayerpals.blogspot.ca/.
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Please join us for Fellowship with light refreshments and time for casual conversation after
worship in our Community Room (1% Floor).

The flowers on the altar this morning are placed in loving memory of Bill Rhoads by
Barbara and Gregory.

The yellow rose is presented by Felecia Bishop in thanks of the Ray, Bishop, Nicholoson,
Cuffee, and Jones families for their continued military service since the Civil War to the
present time.

Attendance Last Sunday: 12 at 8:30 AM, 80 at 10:30 AM, and 55 online.

Mareh Watch worship live every Sunday at 10:30 AM or on-demand:
e https://erucc.org/visit/sunday-live-stream
Serving Today: Aug 2 Serving Next Week: Aug 9
Deacons: Mark Ulrich, Quynn Adkins Robin A. Brady-Slifer
Robin L. Brady-Slifer

Elder: Eric Weakly Susan Kulp

Scripture Reader:  Patti Patterson Eliza Stitely

Acolyte:

Greeters: Felecia Bishop Sue Pinner, Robin Cooney
Cliff Barr Rob Smith, David Cooney

Welcome Table: Julie Clark Elizabeth Slade, Molly Black

Audio/Visual: Jeff Schaeberle, Jeffrey Baker Ethan Kline, Jeff Schaeberle
David Howard David Howard

Nursery: Molly Black

Fellowship: Renae Kline, Jim Weitz Ave Barr, Cliff Barr

Glenn Wallace, Cathie Duncan Joan Maples, Allen Maples
Kathleen Jefferson, Niel Jefferson Jen Powerll, Pat Condo
Emily Kambic Bud Rossig

Communion Prep:  Mark Ulrich, Darryl Glick
Communion Clergy: Rev. Dr. Rebecca Shillingburg, Rev. Fred Rhines

Next Sunday: Aug 9 — Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

The Rev. Josh Privitt will be preaching and leading worship. The Summer Choir will sing.


https://erucc.org/visit/sunday-live-stream

PRAYER LIST

We invite you to hold the following people in your prayers this week. Though we may not know the specifics
of their needs, God does, and our prayers are a meaningful way to surround them with love and support.

ERUCC seeks permission before adding a name to this list or in worship announcements. There are many for
whom we pray and visit whose names are not listed in the bulletin by their request.

Debbie Jennings

Betty Schaeberle

John Maslowski

Herb Bowman

Friends and family of Phil
Berkheimer

Dan Rice (Alison Shafer’s
partner)

Daniel Schaffer (neighbor of
Kathleen & Niel Jefferson)

Mike Simms
Friends and family of Adam
Huegel

Carroll Smith (friend of
Sandra Trout)

Tom Ford

Ingrid Jacobsen

Charlie Woodward

John Stush

Izzie Sims (friend of Molly
Black)

Robert Debonis (uncle of

Betsy Fisher
Barbara Heverley

Todd Starr (nephew of Mary
Staley)

Sharon DiDonato (aunt of Darryl
Glick, friend of Mark Ulrich)

Ginny Peters

Karen Stitely

Donna Baumgardner Smith
(friend of Sandra Trout)

Bill Cassell (brother of Ave Barr)

The Murray/Lennox/Cable
Family

Sandra Trout

Mary Staley

Pat Condo

Wells Condo

Tom Frazier

Pauline Marendt

Colton Pudvah (great nephew
of Kim Sexton)

Carol Spera (mother of Mark

Jim Baldree (father of Chuck
Baldree)

Lee Thomas
Marcia Eisenstein

Derek C. Hupp (grandson of
Beanie & Gaylon Cornell)

Wayne Kolb (friend of Stefan
and Judi Mach and Tony and
Linda LaFianza)

Jeannette Johnson

Jackie Keyser (sister-in-law of
Betsy and Phil Selby)

Marcy Channell (daughter of
Jo Ann Fritz)

Paige Coftey

Fran Wenner

Bonnie Devilbiss

Tina Prescott (daughter-in-law
of Barbara & Bill Prescott)

Heleen (sister of Karin Mens)

Kathy Blue Shores (friend of
Jean Fish & Barb Biser)

Sophia Carliss) Ulrich)

Sandy Maples (sister-in-law of Emogene and Don Wyand
Allen and Joan Maples) Bob Pinner
PASTORAL CARE

ERUCC wants to be there for you when you’re experiencing an illness, hospitalization, or other
life event for which you or someone you love may need a visit.

Members who are in nursing homes and those who currently reside in their homes but are unable
to come to regular Sunday morning services will receive communion from our pastoral team.
Our Faithful Friends Team also makes visits, calls, and sends care cards. If emergency pastoral
care is needed in the case of crisis, death, or severe illness, please contact the church office at
(301) 662-2762 or erucc(@erucc.org.
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Activities, Events, and Announcements

SPECIAL GIVING OPPORTUNITY TODAY
Sunday, August 2

Mortgage Assistance: On the first Sunday of each month, we have a special opportunity for
giving towards Mortgage Assistance. Donations fund ERUCC’s mortgage payments to the
Fisher Fund and FCB Bank, a division of ACNB Bank, which are about $153,000/year.

LET’S STUDY THE BIBLE WITH REV. JOHN SHILLINGBURG

Let’s Study the Bible is taking a break for the summer.

THEOLOGY AMONG THE PEOPLE WITH REV. DR. REBECCA SHILLINGBURG
Theology Among the People is taking a break. In September, we will begin with a review of
the early chapters of Genesis for Normal People by Peter Enns and Jared Byas, making it easy
for anyone to join us. If you are not a Bible scholar but want to be able to read Genesis and
understand its big picture, this brief, witty book is the guide you've been waiting for. Clear
summaries and thought-provoking questions provide direction for personal reflection and
group discussion. Peter Enns, a Biblical Studies professor, and Jared Byas, an Old Testament
professor, summarize the book's key themes and help us see Genesis as an ancient story, one
with continued relevance for human experience today.

WEDNESDAY PRAYERS
Wednesdays
Sanctuary, 4:30 PM

On Wednesday afternoons, you are invited to enter the church (doors open at 4:15 PM) and
proceed to the front of the sanctuary in silence. We will pray silently in our own personal
traditions. We begin promptly at 4:30 PM and end at 5:00 PM. What you can expect: substance
for your everyday journey. Led by Rev. Richard Leslie.

ERUCC SUPPORTS THE UNITED WAY STUFF THE BUS CAMPAIGN
Collection Period: June 14 — August 3

ERUCC is collecting NEW school supplies for The United Way’s Stuff the
Bus campaign, which supports students in ALICE families in Frederick
County Public Schools.

Drop off school supplies in the big yellow bins in the Sanctuary and Kieffer
Lobbies. The supplies most needed include markers, two-pocket folders
(plastic preferred), earbuds with microphones, composition notebooks, spiral notebooks, three-
ring binders, crayons, and backpacks. Complete lists of supplies are available above the yellow
bins.




WEARING NAMETAGS

Please be sure to wear your nametags as a sign of gracious hospitality as we get to know
people who are new to us. If you do not have a nametag and want one, please request it at
either the Welcome desk or Welcome table.

MEDITATIONS ON CONNECTION

Be sure to visit the Music suite hallway in the next four weeks to view artwork by Sophia
Carliss, local artist and member of our congregation. The paintings were all done to highlight
something Sophia cares deeply about. “These pieces focus on the necessity of connection:
spiritually, interpersonally, and environmentally.”

MISSION, EVANGELISM & SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS

Are you concerned about what is happening to immigrants and refugees in our country? Here
are a couple of actions you can take:

Urge the Senate to join the House in overruling the Trump cancellation and extending TPS to
Haitians: https://cwsglobal.org/action-alerts/take-action-protect-haitians-at-risk-following-
historic-discharge-petition/

Demand Justice for Detained Immigrants:
http:// www.votervoice.net/SharessBHPGABZUBC7zhAYdK-h7FAA

ATTENTION CHURCH KEY HOLDERS

In the event that we would need to re-key any doors to our buildings, we are compiling a
comprehensive list of anyone who has keys, electronic or metal, to any doors at ERUCC. If
you have keys, please stop by the Kieffer Lobby desk on Sunday mornings, contact Ann at
erucc@erucc.org, or call the office. We will need your name and the numbers on the key(s).
Please reach out with any questions.

REAL WISDOM DECIDES: FAITH COMMUNITIES FACING DATA CENTERS,
TOGETHER

Tuesday, August 11th at 7:00 PM, Online

Join Interfaith Power & Light (DC/MD/NoVA) and faith communities across our region for
this webinar to learn about the data center threat to our communities, reflect on our how we are
called to respond, and connect (in place-based breakout groups) with grassroots leaders in data

center fights in your community.

Register: bit.ly/rw-augl1



https://cwsglobal.org/action-alerts/take-action-protect-haitians-at-risk-following-historic-discharge-petition/
https://cwsglobal.org/action-alerts/take-action-protect-haitians-at-risk-following-historic-discharge-petition/
http://www.votervoice.net/Shares/BHPGABZUBC7zhAYdK-h7FAA
mailto:erucc@erucc.org
http://bit.ly/rw-aug11

END OF SUMMER CHURCH COOKOUT

Sunday, August 30

Ballenger Creek Park, Shelter #1

Approximately 1:00-4:00pm, but we have it reserved all day!

This is a fantastic way to wrap up summer as we prepare to begin a new year together with our
church community. Join us for relaxing conversations, silly games (some with water!), and a
chance to really bring our gifts of food and friendship together. Look for a signup to bring
chips, fruit/veggies, side dish, or dessert, noting if it is gluten or lactose-free, vegetarian, or
vegan. ALSO bring your own picnic chair and dishware. Hope to see you there!

CAC WORK CAMP OPPORTUNITY
October 18-24, 2026
Western North Carolina

High Country UCC in Western North Carolina is accepting groups of up to 20 people with the
church coordinating work in the area with a variety of different community organizations to do
rebuilding and recovery work based on the skills and interests of the volunteers.

Cost is $100 and includes housing at the church ($60 per person), meals, gas, and some funds
for materials. Trip leaders are Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel, CAC Disaster Response
Coordinator (bkdaniel@cacucc.org) and Rev. Chance Martinez-Colon, Grace UCC
(pastorchance.graceucc@gmail.com). Please contact Barbara or Chance for more information
and to register for this trip.

Children & Youth Activities, Events, and Announcements

SUMMER CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY

Children entering Kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to join us for a fun, camp-themed
Summer Sunday School! Offered during Junior Church time at the 10:30 AM worship service,
we will meet in the Thomas Room on August 9. We will have a fun-filled end-of-summer
camping-themed event on August 16th in the evening. We will share more details on this
event as the date approaches.

SAVE THE DATE!
Sunday, September 13, 9:15 AM

First Week of Sunday School for all ages!


mailto:bkdaniel@cacucc.org
mailto:pastorchance.graceucc@gmail.com

Ministers, Staff, & Lay Leaders of Evangelical Reformed UCC

MINISTERS AND STAFF
Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads ~ 4ssociate Pastor for Faith Formation & Parish Life ~ ksrhoads@erucc.org

Alison E. Shafer ~ Director of Music
Jaci Clayton ~ Facilities Manager ~ jclayton@erucc.org
Ann Watkins ~ Church Administrator ~ awatkins@erucc.org

Ashley Murphy ~ Nursery Attendant

The Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel ~ Pastor Emerita

The Rev. Fred Wenner ~ Pastor Emeritus

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Robin L. Brady-Slifer ~ President | Matt Hueting ~ Vice President
David Kehne ~ Secretary | Robert Morris ~ Treasurer
Rebecca Shillingburg ~ Worship Chair | Peter Brehm ~ Finance Chair
Shelley Weakly ~ Mission, Evangelism, and Social Justice Chair | Keith Stickley ~ Property Chair
Kate Fromknecht ~ Stewardship/Generosity Chair | Holly Davis ~ Christian Education Chair
Mark Ulrich ~ Head Deacon | Larry Martin ~ Member-at-Large
Darryl Glick ~ Personnel Chair

ELDERS
Ave Barr | Robin L. Brady-Slifer | Matt Hueting | Jeanellen Kallevang | Susan Kulp | Eric Weakly

DEACONS
Quynn Adkins | Tommie Bradshaw | Robin A. Brady-Slifer | Robin L. Brady-Slifer
Angela Brittain | Jim Brittain | Kyle Miller | Mark Ulrich

SETTLED PASTOR SEARCH AND CALL COMMITTEE

Rachael Bowman | Tommie Bradshaw | Karl Cooper | Linda Coyle | Matt Hueting
Terry Logee | Jen Powell | Bud Rossig | Eliza Stitely



Sunday Morning Schedule

subject to change

8:30-9:15 AM Early Worship, Sanctuary

9:00 AM Coffee and Conversation, Kieffer Lobby

9:15 AM—-12:00 PM  Nursery Care

10:30-11:30 AM Worship, Sanctuary and Online at www.erucc.org
11:30 AM Fellowship, Downtown Community Room

Stay Informed

[E]*#%:[E] Subscribe to receive e-news from ERUCC at http://eepurl.com/gDNCu5 or by scanning
E = the QR code.
[=]:

Ways to Give to Evangcelical Reformed UCC

WEBSITE
www.erucc.org/give

offering plates

one time or recurring gifts Scan to give from your are available in the
mobile device rear of the sanctuary
before and after worship

CASH OR CIHECK

made payable to
Evangelical Reformed UCC
15 W. Church St,
Frederick MD 21701

Worship services and events at Evangelical Reformed UCC are sometimes photographed and videotaped to
document the vibrant life of our church. If you do not wish to be included in these recordings, please notify a
deacon or the church office. Always obtain permission prior to sharing images and videos that include minors

on your personal social media.


http://www.erucc.org/
http://eepurl.com/gDNCu5

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 2, 2026 Matthew 14:13-21
Face to Face

Carrie Breck had her hands full tending to five children while making meals,
washing laundry, and knitting socks for those many little feet. And yet the young
homemaker, born in 1855, found the time to write poetry — lyrical words inspired
by her praises to God that were always on the tip of her tongue.

It is said that many times she wondered, while busily doing chores, what it would
be like to see Christ. So, with the words from 1 Corinthians 13 on her heart that
spoke of seeing through a dark glass now but then seeing the heavenly promise
clearly — face to face — she began writing.

Her poem would later become the beloved hymn, “Face to Face with Christ My
Savior,” which was first sung in 1899.

Only faintly now 1 see him | With the darkened veil between | But a blessed day is
coming | When his glory shall be seen.

Five thousand people once had a blessed day that came to them unexpectedly.
They gathered on the mountainside hungering to hear Jesus’ beautiful words of

life — and found themselves soon hungering for something to silent their
growling bellies.

Jesus’ friends were quick to suggest sending them away to get their dinners in the
surrounding villages. Jesus wouldn’t have that. He told his friends to give the
crowd something to eat. I could only imagine the shock on their faces as they just
didn’t know how they would feed such masses.

When told there was nothing but five loaves of bread and two fish on hand, Jesus
had them bring the measly offering to him. It was then he blessed and broke the
loaves and had the food distributed. Everyone had their fill and still there was
enough leftover bread to overflow 12 baskets.

There will be a day when we will all come face to face with Christ our Savior.
A day when all his glory shall be seen. But until then, we need to keep alert to the
glimpses of glory that shine now in the dark. We need to train our eyes to see the
God moments. We need to actively seek those God moments, for they are every-
where. Miracles still abound. There is always a measly loaf of bread in our lives
waiting to bless, break and share.

Dazzling God, we know that while now we see dimly in a mirror, we will come
face to face with You and all Your glory. Help us this day to live into the God
moments, expecting miracles where they are least expected. May we go about our
busy lives always with Your promise of provision in our hearts. In Jesus’ name, we
pray. Amen.

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for U N I TE D C H U RC H
the United Church of Christ and author of today’s Sunday Bulletin.) OF CHRIST
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