
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement of Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ 
 

We, the members of this congregation, seek to celebrate in word and deed the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, by nurturing spiritual growth through worship, study and prayer; by caring for one another 

as God cares for us; and by proclaiming God's love for all people as we work to help our neighbors 

near and far.  

 

We commit ourselves to develop and implement specific programs to fulfill our mission. 

 
15 WEST CHURCH STREET, FREDERICK, MD  21701 

(301) 662-2762  ●  erucc@erucc.org  ●  www.erucc.org 

  

mailto:erucc@erucc.org
http://www.erucc.org/


 

EVANGELICAL REFORMED 

United Church of Christ 

– An Open and Affirming Congregation – 
 

December 18, 2025                         Longest Night                                        7:30 PM 

 
GATHERING MUSIC  

 

GREETING          The Rev. Dr. Marvin L. Morgan 
 

THRESHOLD MOMENT             read by Eliza Stitely 

                                 – written by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed 
We are raw nerves, exposed and tender. 

We are weary bones, hunched and fragile. 

We are silent prayers, lips saying your name. 

We are wedding rings we can’t take off,  

even though time has passed. 

We are the same pew, but it feels different now. 

We are a brave face when we have to be strong. 

We are tears in the shower when grief roars its head. 

We are setting the table, but there are empty seats. 

We are stuck in the swell, caught in the storm. 

We are moving on, caught in our guilt. 

We are okay some days, but some days we’re not. 

We are familiar with the night; we know it by name. 

We are nightwalkers, dream-makers, star-chasers. 

We are close to home, but home has changed. 

We are close to the surface, but the waters are rising. 

We are all of this, plus everything else, and we are here. 

We are here.  

Grief is here. 

God is here.  

The night is here. 

And all of this is true, and we are not alone. 

Take my hand. Take these words. Let them be your life raft. 

Let this be the longest night, and let it be whatever you need it to be. 

We are here.  

Grief is here.  

God is here.  

Take what you need.  

Amen. 



 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING            Barb Barry and Katie Zander 

Friends, in the Advent season, we light the candle of hope. 

Tonight, we light it for all who feel hopeless. Tonight, this light shines bright 

for prisoners, for patients with chronic illness, for individuals fighting to get 

out of debt, for refugees waiting for a safe place to rest, and for relationships 

that have no clear way forward. Tonight, we light this candle for the hopeless. 

May God’s hope find them now. 
 

In this season, we light the candle of peace. 

Tonight, we light the candle of peace again for all who need peace. This light 

shines bright for the anxious and unsettled—for those in seasons of transition 

and discernment, for all who struggle with mental health, and for people 

navigating rocky, new beginnings. 

May God’s peace find them now. 
 

In this season, we light the candle of joy. 

Tonight, we light the candle of joy for all who need it. May this light shine for 

those who are overburdened, over-extended, worn out, and worn down. May 

this candle shine for those who need a good laugh, even in seasons of grief. 

May God’s joy find them now. 
 

In this season, we light the candle of love. 

Tonight, we light the candle of love again for all who need it. May this light 

shine for loved ones lost, for love that has been betrayed, for love that has 

been neglected or forgotten, and for all who long for love and find themselves 

lonely. 

May God’s love find them now. 
 

Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 

 

  



 

*OPENING HYMN   In the Bleak Midwinter      

  
  



 

*PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Creator God,  

For so long we have been bending under the weight of our own grief, 

exhaustion, and stress.  

Now, however, like a flower bending toward the sun,  

we are leaning toward you in hope.  

Speak a word of encouragement to us now.  

Help us to see that we are not alone.  

And warm our weary bones from the inside out.  

We are listening. We are bending.  

We are seeking after you. With open hearts we pray. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Matthew 11:28-30                Peg Stahler 

Isaiah 43:1-3a, 4-7               Eric Weakly 

Psalm 23                   Shelley Weakly 

John 14:25-27                 Peg Stahler 

Psalm 121                     Ave Barr 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Holy God, we turn to you in each season of our lives. 
 

For the seasons in our past that brought us joy, the seasons we deeply miss 

with longing in our hearts, God, we offer our gratitude. May our memories be 

sources of comfort rather than pain. 
 

For the seasons in our past that are tender and painful, we ask your healing, O 

God.  
 

Liberate our hearts, minds, and spirits from trauma, and let us leave behind and 

bury what must be buried. For new beginnings that fill us with excitement, we 

give you praise. May we step into these new seasons with grace. 
 

For changing seasons that bring anxiety for what the future may hold, we ask 

your peace. Fill us with hope, and help us navigate the way forward. 
 

God, we come before you now with full hearts, offering you every part of 

ourselves: our grief, our pain, our joy, our anxiety, our gratitude. God, we 

bring it all. 
 



 

As we bring our prayers forward, in words and with candles lit in honor of the 

prayers too deep for words, we ask that you receive them, hold them, and 

answer them in your wisdom. 
 

Gratefully we pray. Amen. 

 

RESPONSE AND CANDLE LIGHTING 

I now invite you to bring your prayers to the table. There are slips of paper 

and writing utensils in your seat for any prayers you would like to put in 

words. The ministers will collect these prayers at the end of our service and 

pray them again this week. 
 

For prayers that are too deep for words or for prayers that you prefer to keep 

in your heart alone, we invite you to light a candle. We will hold each of these 

prayers, too, trusting that God knows the depths of our hearts. 
 

You are invited to come forward with your prayers and light a candle.  

Candles can be lit from the Christ candle in the middle of the table. 
 

It has been said that it is better to light one candle than curse the darkness.  

A candle burning in the night can bring us comfort, peace, and even hope. 

 
When all worshipers have returned to their seats: 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayers. Amen. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven 

  hallowed be thy name. 

  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 

  



 

*CLOSING SONG   Christ Be Our Light                                      – Bernadette Farrell 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness 

Longing for truth, we turn to You. 

Make us Your own, Your holy people 

Light for the world to see. 

  

Refrain: Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice.  (Refrain) 

 

Longing for food, many are hungry 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us Your bread, broken for others 

Shared until all are fed.  (Refrain) 

 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us Your building, sheltering others    

Walls made of living stone. (Refrain) 

 

Many the gift, many the people  

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another 

Making Your kingdom come. (Refrain) 

 

  



 

*COMMUNAL SENDING   We See One Another 

  We are here. 

We are here. 

I see you and your pain. 

I see you and your pain. 

I see you and your hope. 

I see you and your hope. 

You are my neighbor. 

You are my neighbor. 

We belong to one another. 

We belong to one another. 

We are not in this alone. 

We are not in this alone. 

Thanks be to God for the love that binds us. 

Thanks be to God for the love that binds us.  Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

 Family of faith,  

As you leave this place, you go into a weary world.  

So speak tenderly.  

Do the good that is yours to do.  

Choose connection.  

Hold onto hope.  

And remember that Christ took on flesh for you.  

You are God’s beloved.  

So go rejoicing. The world needs it.  

Amen. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Tonight’s liturgy was adapted from material written by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC 

| sanctifiedart.org. 

 



 

Winter Solstice: Blessing for the Longest Night 

by Jan Richardson 

 

All throughout these months as the shadows have lengthened, 

this blessing has been gathering itself, 

making ready, preparing for this night. 
 

It has practiced walking in the dark, 

traveling with its eyes closed, 

feeling its way 

by memory 

by touch 

by the pull of the moon even as it wanes. 
 

So believe me when I tell you 

this blessing will reach you 

even if you have not light enough to read it; 

it will find you even though you cannot see it coming. 
 

You will know the moment of its 

arriving by your release of the breath you have held so long; 

a loosening of the clenching in your hands, 

of the clutch around your heart; 

a thinning of the darkness that had drawn itself around you. 
 

This blessing does not mean to take the night away 

but it knows its hidden roads, 

knows the resting spots along the path, 

knows what it means to travel  

in the company of a friend. 
 

So when this blessing comes, 

take its hand. 

Get up. Set out on the road you cannot see. 
 

This is the night when you can trust 

that any direction you go, 

you will be walking toward the dawn. 

 
Syndicated from AdventDoor. © Jan Richardson from The Cure for Sorrow: A Book of Blessings for Times of 

Grief. Jan Richardson is an artist, author (visit her Books page), United Methodist minister, and director of 

The Wellspring Studio, LLC.  



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ALL-CHURCH, INTERGENERATIONAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Sunday, December 21 

Sanctuary, 9:30 AM 
  

Join our Intergenerational Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 21. You won’t want to miss 

this fun opportunity to “play” together as we remember and reenact the story of that first 

Christmas. Please join us!  
 

▪ Children, arrive at 9:15 AM, in the children’s Sunday School area, to choose a costume.  

▪ Some youth will be invited in advance to take a reading part. Other youth will assist the 

younger children. 

▪ Anyone of any age can be a sheep, an angel, or a wise person following a star from the 

East. Costumes for these roles will be at the back of the sanctuary.  
 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES             

Wednesday, December 24 
 

The Christmas season can be filled with saccharine images of 

Mary, meek and mild, with a quiet, sleepy Jesus in her arms, but 

the host of angels shouts to the skies, “Glory to God in the highest!” What would it look like for 

us to proclaim the good news loudly, with overflowing joy? In a world that weaponizes fear, 

where algorithms decide what gets weight, what gets circulated, and what takes up space, let us 

be disruptive with our joy. Let us be loud and unruly, amplifying the good news like the shepherds 

running into the streets of Bethlehem. In a world where good news never feels loud enough to 

drown out fear, let us shout with the angels, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace!” 
 

4:30 PM Children’s Service – Sanctuary   

7:30 PM Family Candlelight & Carol Service – Sanctuary and Online at www.erucc.org  

An elegant telling of the Christmas story in carols and readings with music from 

the Senior Choir and featured music from brass, culminating in the singing of 

“Silent Night” in our candle-lit sanctuary. 
 

 

CANDLELIGHT TOUR OF HISTORIC HOUSES OF WORSHIP 

Friday, December 26                   
 

The beloved Candlelight Historic Houses of Worship Tour returns to celebrate Frederick’s 

tradition of religious diversity, local history, and the holiday season on Friday, December 26, 

2025, from 3 - 8 PM. ERUCC will open its main building, located at 15 West Church Street, to 

the public for this tour. We will be offering refreshments and our wonderful hospitality.  
 

Interested in volunteering at this event?  

Scan the QR Code or go to https://tinyurl.com/ERcndl25.  
 

Questions? Contact Julie Clark, Jclarkad@yahoo.com.  

http://www.erucc.org/
https://tinyurl.com/ERcndl25
mailto:Jclarkad@yahoo.com


 

Ministers, Staff, & Lay Leaders of Evangelical Reformed UCC 

 
MINISTERS AND STAFF 

  

Rev. Dr. Marvin L. Morgan ~ Intentional Interim Senior Pastor ~ mmorgan@erucc.org 

Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads ~ Associate Pastor for Faith Formation & Parish Life ~ ksrhoads@erucc.org 

----- 

Alison E. Shafer ~ Director of Music 

Tyler L. York ~ Executive Church Administrator ~ tyork@erucc.org  

Jaci Clayton ~ Facilities Manager ~ jclayton@erucc.org  

Ann Watkins ~ Administrative Assistant/Receptionist ~ awatkins@erucc.org 

Ashley Murphy ~ Nursery Attendant  

----- 

 The Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel ~ Pastor Emerita 

The Rev. Fred Wenner ~ Pastor Emeritus 

    
CONSISTORY 

  

Peter Brehm ~ Acting President  |  Matt Hueting ~ Vice President  

David Kehne ~ Secretary  |  Robert Morris ~ Treasurer 

Rebecca Shillingburg ~ Worship Chair  |  Peter Brehm ~ Finance Chair  

Shelley Weakly ~ Mission, Evangelism, and Social Justice Chair  |  Vacant ~ Property Chair 

Julie Clark ~ Stewardship/Generosity Chair  |  Holly Davis ~ Christian Education Chair 

 Mark Ulrich ~ Head Deacon  | Larry Martin ~ Member-at-Large 

  
ELDERS 

   

Ave Barr  |  Peter Brehm  |  Matt Hueting  |  Jeanellen Kallevang  |  Susan Kulp  |  Eric Weakly 

 
DEACONS 

   

Quynn Adkins  |  Tommie Bradshaw  |  Robin A. Brady-Slifer  |  Robin L. Brady-Slifer 

Angela Brittain  |  Jim Brittain  |  Kyle Miller  |  Mark Ulrich 

    
SETTLED PASTOR SEARCH AND CALL COMMITTEE 

    

Rachael Bowman  |  Tommie Bradshaw  |  Karl Cooper  |  Linda Coyle  |  Matt Hueting  

Terry Logee  |  Jen Powell  |  Bud Rossig  |  Eliza Stitely 
 


