


Welcome to Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ

Thank you for worshiping with us at Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ (ERUCC)
this morning. We extend a special welcome to our guests.

If you are a guest, please visit us at the Welcome Table in the sanctuary lobby. We would love to
meet and learn more about you and are available to answer your questions about ERUCC. Please
also feel free to reach out to someone sitting near you and ask them questions about the service
or church. We encourage you to join us for in the Community Room for Fellowship after the
worship service for casual conversation and connection over light refreshments.

ERUCC is an Open and Affirming Church of the United Church of Christ. We welcome into the
full life and ministry persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions.

For Children: We have trained nursery staff for ages 0-4. A deacon or greeter can guide you to
the nursery. Children ages 5 and above are invited to stay and worship with their families.
Children’s programs, books, and crayons are in the rear of the sanctuary near the welcome table
and a children’s table is available for quiet activities at the front of the sanctuary.

We ask that you please silence your cell phones during our worship service. We also ask that
you refrain from applause after our choirs sing and allow the music to resonate in the quiet of the
sanctuary and in your hearts. Our musicians are playing and singing for the glory of God. They
know you appreciate their efforts and their gift.

Restrooms, accessible and equipped with changing stations, are located on the 2" floor, below
the sanctuary, and on the 1% floor, outside the Community Room. Single-occupant, all-gender,
accessible restrooms are located outside the North and Flora Rooms on the 2™ floor.

There is more information about our church in this bulletin and on our website: www.erucc.org.

Mission Statement of Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ

We, the members of this congregation, seek to celebrate in word and deed the gospel of Jesus
Christ, by nurturing spiritual growth through worship, study and prayer; by caring for one another
as God cares for us; and by proclaiming God's love for all people as we work to help our neighbors
near and far.

We commit ourselves to develop and implement specific programs to fulfill our mission.

15 WEST CHURCH STREET, FREDERICK, MD 21701
(301) 662-2762 e erucc@erucc.org ® WWW.erucc.org
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February 2, 2025 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 10:30 AM
The numbered hymns are from The New Century Hymnal *All who are able may stand
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS The Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
PRELUDE

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Psalm 71)
In the Holy One, we take refuge; let us never be put to shame.
Our praise is continually of you.
In your righteousness, deliver us and hear our cries for justice and peace.
In the Holy One, we draw strength; let us never be put to shame.
Our praise is continually of you.
Be a rock of refuge for the vulnerable, a strong fortress to save creation,
for you are our rock and fortress.
In the Holy One, we receive courage; let us never be put to shame.
Our praise is continually of you.
Rescue us, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of the
unjust and cruel, for you, Holy One, are our hope and trust.

*OPENING PRAYER
Emmanuel, we welcome you in our midst. You amaze and inspire,
challenge and convict, comfort and fortify. May we be open and receptive
to your voice and presence among us. Let your words encourage us to be
prophetic, passionate, and public in our ministry as we praise and honor
your name. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN
How Firm a Foundation #407

How firm a foundation for you has been laid,

by God in the Word, in the sacrifice paid!

What more can God say than to you has been said,
to you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled?



"Fear not, | am with you, oh, be not dismayed,

for I am your God, and will still give you aid;

I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand
upheld by my gracious, omnipotent hand."

""When through the deep waters I call you to go,
the rivers of woe shall not over you flow;

For | will be with you, your troubles to bless,
delivering you from your deepest distress."

When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace all-sufficient shall be your supply;

the flame shall not hurt you; for | have designed
your soul to make pure just as gold is refined.""

""The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose

I will not, 1 will not desert to its foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no never, no never forsake!"'

*CALL TO CONFESSION
With our heads bowed and our hearts held high, let us bring to God all that
IS in our hearts, the whole of our lives. We offer the confession of who we
are, awaiting God’s mercy and love.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God, we pray that you form and shape us anew.
Remind us who we are and draw us back to you.
Transform us in love, correct us with compassion,
and lead us with clarity into the paths of righteousness, truth, and peace.
Forgive us for the ways that we reject your presence,
your guidance, and your will. Redeem and restore us as your beloved
creation and active citizens of your kingdom.
In Jesus, we pray. Amen.



* ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Beloved of God, love never ends. You reflect the goodness, creative work,
and imagination of God. The Holy One knows you well and calls you good.
Receive the grace of God to live a life that ever transforms and renews
through the power of God’s abiding love. Amen.

ANTHEM Children’s Music and Movement
Arky, Arky — Traditional

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Children of all ages are invited to participate in the service today. A book nook with children’s
programs, books, crayons, and activities is in the rear of the sanctuary and a wiggle space is
available in the front of the sanctuary near the baptismal font.

Junior Church for children ages 5 through 5th grade will resume next Sunday.

Youth participating in the Young Spirit Choir are dismissed at this time for rehearsal in the
Marj Menchey Berkheimer Music Suite.

THE SCRIPTURES Jack Day
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 NT page 175
Luke 4:21-30 NT page 61
Reader:  May God bless the reading of this word.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON The Rev. Dr. Marvin L. Morgan

MORNING PRAYERS



LITANY: “BELOVED BY GOD”
In a world that divides, dehumanizes, and rejects, we proclaim the truth:
Every person is beloved by God.

Immigrants, asylum seekers, and refugees—
You are beloved by God.

Trans and non-binary people—
You are beloved by God.

LGBTQ+ siblings—
You are beloved by God.

People of color, made in the image of the Divine—
You are beloved by God.

People with disabilities, whole and worthy—
You are beloved by God.

Women and all who claim their sacred autonomy—
You are beloved by God.

Muslims, Jews, and all who seek the Holy—
You are beloved by God.

The poor, the working class, the struggling—
You are beloved by God.

Those who defend creation, protect the land, and fight for a just world—
You are beloved by God.

Those who serve the public good with integrity and dedication—
You are beloved by God.

In the face of hatred, oppression, and fear, we will stand in love.
For all people are beloved by God. Amen.

OFFERING OF TITHES, GIFTS AND LIVES TO CHRIST’S SERVICE
The generous life responds to the goodness of God and the needs of the world.
There is no need that our collective human resources cannot meet because of
the abundance of creation. May we celebrate and honor the creation by giving
without fear or suspicion as an act of faith and trust in the Holy One and in
one another.



This is a time in our service when we respond to God’s gifts of love by offering the gifts of our
lives. For many of us, this is when we make a financial gift to our church’s ministries and
programs. We also use this time to ask God how we might use the gifts of our hands and hearts
to share God'’s love. If you are visiting, there is no obligation to give a financial gift. We are just
glad you are worshiping with us.

If you wish to give, you can give online at www.erucc.org, by placing your gift in the
offering plates in the rear of the sanctuary before or after the service,
or by scanning the QR code to give from your phone.

OFFERTORY Senior Choir
O Love — E. Hagenburg

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God, Giver of Good Gifts, may the gifts we give reflect your abundance
and generosity. Use our time, talent, and treasure to serve our faith
community and the world. May each offering be a seed that will grow,
spread, and perfume the atmosphere with faith, hope, and love. Amen.

— SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION -
INVITATION TO THE TABLE

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
God, we gather at this table representing all people in all places in our
world. We bless and pass the bread and cup as Christ passed it to his
friends. Please allow these elements to remind us of the good that you
have done and inspire us to do the good that Christ calls us to do.
May we leave this table revived and refreshed, having sipped from the
cup of bold courage so that we may challenge all forms of injustice and
pain. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
On the night he was betrayed, the Light of the World took bread and
blessed it. Then he thanked God for it and broke it, saying:
“This is my body which is broken for you. Whenever you eat it,
remember me.”



And likewise at the end of the meal, Jesus took the cup, blessed it and
thanked God for it. Pouring out the red wine, he said:

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you. When you
drink this cup ever after this night, remember me.”

Now, let us come to receive the bread and the cup.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
All who desire the Sacrament, including children, are invited to come forward at the direction of
the deacons to the chancel rail, where you will be served the bread and the cup. You may kneel
or stand to receive the elements. The cup contains grape juice (apple juice is provided in the
center of each tray) and all bread is gluten-free. Please partake of the elements as they are given
to you, then give the empty cup to the nearby steward before returning to your seat by the side
aisle. If you want to receive the elements in the pew for any reason, please notify a deacon.

After all have received the bread and the cup:
Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died;

Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.

A BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE
May the presence of God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit keep and preserve
you to everlasting life. Amen.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
We have been fed, dear God, by your presence and led by your light.
May we bask in this glow now and forevermore. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN
O Jesus, | Have Promised #493

O Jesus, | have promised to serve you to the end;
remain forever near me, my Savior and my Friend;

| shall not fear life's struggles if you are by my side,
nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide.

O let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still,
above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will!
O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control!

O speak, and make me listen, O guardian of my soul!



O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you
that where you are in glory your servant shall be, too;
And, Jesus, | have promised to serve you to the end;
O give me grace to follow my Savior and my Friend!

*BENEDICTION
Beloved, be amazed and amazing in the world.
Be amazed that God goes with you
and the Holy One is Rock, Safety, and Trust.
Be amazed that you reflect the image of God.
Be amazing in your love of neighbor and your hope for the world,
and be amazing in your faith in the presence of the Holy One
at work in you, through you, and with you. Amen.

*SEVENFOLD AMEN #814

During the postlude, please remain seated, letting the music flow over you as a closing blessing.

POSTLUDE

=\ eSS

Worship Notes: Through the Midst: Service Prayers for the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany was written by the
Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ. The Litany:
“Beloved by God” was written by Tyler L. York.



Please join us for Fellowship with light refreshments and time for casual conversation after
worship in our Community Room (1% Floor).

The flowers on the altar this morning are given in honor of Aiden Baldree's 22" birthday.

The yellow rose is presented by John Stush and Audrey Rayfield in memory of their uncle,
Jack Kiser, US Army.

Attendance Last Sunday: 11 at 8:30 AM, 134 at 10:30 AM, and 55 online.
Wateh Watch worship live every Sunday at 10:30 AM or on-demand:

Worship

Live https://sundaystreams.com/go/ERUCC

Serving Today: February 2

Serving Next Week: February 9

Deacons: Matt Davis, Quynn Adkins Robin A. Brady-Slifer
Robin L. Brady-Slifer

Elder: Matt Hueting Starr Schaeberle

Scripture Reader:  Jack Day Peg Stahler

Acolyte: Katie Isaac

Greeters: Felecia Bishop, Rob Smith Cathie Duncan, Barb Barry

Welcome Table:

Rob Peters, Danielle Carbone
Holly Davis, Julie Clark

Sue Pinner, Susan Kulp
Sue Pinner, Jeanellen Kallevang

Lobby Attendant:  Felecia Bishop Cliff Barr

Audio/Visual: Larry Martin, Jeff Schaeberle Kelly Esslinger, Larry Martin
Jeff Baker Jeff Schaeberle

Nursery: Dawn Lagrotteria

Fellowship: Renae Kline, Cathie Duncan Ave Barr, CIliff Barr

Jim Weitz, Glenn Wallace

Joan Maples, Allen Maples

Kathleen Jefferson, Niel Jefferson Jen Powell, Pat Condo, Bud Rossig

Emily Button Kambic

Next Sunday: February 9 — Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 | Luke 5:1-11

Approaching life with the willingness to be surprised is a spiritual practice. We often think we
know the results. When we believe we can predict the outcome, we start to underestimate
ourselves, judge others and withdraw our faith from God. Sometimes, God asks us to be open to
the possibilities, to take another look, and to try again.

The Rev. Sheresa Simpson-Rice will preach and lead us in worship today. Spirit will be sharing
In music leadership.


https://sundaystreams.com/go/ERUCC

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PASTORAL CARE

ERUCC wants to be there for you when you’re experiencing an illness, hospitalization, or other life event for
which you, or someone you love, may need a visit.

Members who are in nursing homes and those who currently reside in their homes but are unable to come to
regular Sunday morning services will receive visits (and communion) from Rev. Dr. Morgan. Our Faithful Friends
Team also makes visits, calls, and sends care cards.

If emergency pastoral care is needed in the case of crisis, death, or severe illness, please contact the church office
at (301) 662-2762 or erucc@erucc.org.

PRAYER LIST

We invite you to hold the following people in your prayers this week. Though we may not know the specifics
of their needs, God does, and our prayers are a meaningful way to surround them with love and support.

ERUCC always ask permission before adding a name to this list or in worship announcements. There are many

for whom we pray and visit whose names are not listed in the bulletin by their request.

Trish Coffey

Kathy Johnson

Mary Staley

Mike Robertson (friend of
Kathleen and Niel Jefferson)
Pat Condo

Wells Condo

Mike McLanahan

The Murray/Lennox/Cable
Family

Gail Ellam

Charlene Perry

Greg Alley

Dave Alley

Sue Stevens (friend of Susan
Kulp)

Kitty Bradley

Beanie Cornell
Raymond Slifer (father of
Robin A. Brady-Slifer)

The Black Family

Susan Bonhag (friend of the
Mercier family)

Milt Crutchley

Father of Sherry Murray
Tom Frazier

Pauline Marendt

Craig, Carrie, Aaron, Chase
and Maddy Percopo (friends
of Lois Gaul)

Kat Weedon (friend of

Jean Fish & Barb Biser)

Kayla Merry (niece of Kim
Sexton)

Carol Spera (mother of Mark
Ulrich)

Haley Duff

Charlotte Blue and Family
(friends of Jean Fish & Barb Biser)
Emogene Wyand

Bob Pinner

Delmar Speak

Donna Hill (mother of Colleen
Baldree)

Philip Hill (father of Colleen
Baldree)

Tanya Pearre (sister of Colleen
Baldree)

Jim Baldree (father of Chuck
Baldree)

Anne Gallagher (friend of Milt
and Bettie Joe Crutchley)

Lee Thomas

Joan Thomas (mother of Dan
Smith’s friend)

Autumn Crutchley

Jason Rhoads

Greg Rhoads

Marcia Eisenstein

Derek C. Hupp (grandson of
Beanie & Gaylon Cornell)
Wayne Kolb (friend of Stefan
and Judi Mach and Tony and
Linda LaFianza)

Jeannette Johnson

Jackie Keyser (sister-in-law of
Betsy and Phil Selby)

Barbara Lee Crutchley (sister
of Milt Crutchley)

Marcy Channell (daughter of
Jo Ann Fritz)

Paige Coffey

Fran Wenner

Bonnie Devilbiss

Tina Prescott (daughter-in-law
of Barbara & Bill Prescott)
Heleen (sister of Karin Mens)
Kathy Blue Shores (friend of
Jean Fish & Barb Biser)
Gretchen Manuel (niece of
Audrey Rayfield
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Christian Education: Spiritual Life, Learning, and Practices

BIBLE STUDIES for ADULTS

SUNDAY MORNING LET’S STUDY THE BIBLE

with Revs. John and Rebecca Shillingburg Zoom: bit.ly/ERsunstudy

North Room / Zoom, 9:00 — 10:15 AM Meeting ID: 893 8670 5888
Passcode: 327128

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

How the Bible Actually Works by Peter Enns

with Rev. Rebecca Shillingburg Zoom: bit.ly/ERtuestudy

North Room / Zoom, 11:00 AM Meeting ID: 875 1423 3398
Passcode: 973365

New study series begins February 4: Rather than reading the Bible as a how-to manual
filled with literal truths that must be strictly followed, Peter Enns argues the Bible is not
static. It does not hold easy answers to the perplexing questions and issues that confront us
in our daily lives. Rather, the Bible is a dynamic instrument for study that not only offers
an abundance of insights but provokes us to find our own answers to spiritual questions,
cultivating God’s wisdom within us.

WEDNESDAY EVENING LET’S STUDY THE BIBLE
with Rev. John Shillingburg Zoom: bit.ly/ERwedstudy
North Room / Zoom, 7:00 PM Meeting ID: 892 1764 4500

Passcode: 848933

LENTEN CONTEMPLATIVE SPIRITUAL JOURNEY
Facilitated by Rev. Sandra Dorsainvil
March 16 — April 23

A special Lenten series focusing on contemplative practices will be offered, facilitated by Rev.
Sandra Dorsainvil, a visitor to ERUCC. It will be a time to engage with blank canvases and the
scripture of The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) through a few contemplative practices, like
silence, Lectio & Visio Divina, Prayer of Examen, and Journaling to see how and what the Holy
Spirit will reveal.

An initial retreat will be held on Sunday, March 16, from 1:30-5:30 PM, followed by five
meetings lasting two hours each (March 19 and 26, April 9, 16, and 23), with exact times to be
determined by the group of committed participants (from either 2:00-4:00 PM or 6:00-8:00 PM).
Sessions will be held at ERUCC. A fee of $25 per person will help cover the cost of materials.

There are just five spots remaining. Might you be interested? Please let the church office know
of your interest no later than Sunday, February 16: erucc@erucc.org or (301) 662-2762.



https://bit.ly/ERsunstudy%09
https://bit.ly/ERtuestudy
https://bit.ly/ERwedstudy
mailto:erucc@erucc.org

LET’S TALK

Let's Talk is an adult educational opportunity that focuses on how we can live out our faith and share our
knowledge and expertise. Contact Linda Coyle, Ikcoyle@yahoo.com with questions or ideas for a presentation.

You Are Welcome Here Month
Sundays in February
Flora Room, 9:30 AM — 10:15 AM

“You are welcome here, no matter who you are,
no matter where you are on life’s journey.”

We say and sing these words, and we mean them-—always striving, individually and
collectively, to realize the promise they hold. We know we don’t always get it right, but that’s
exactly why we create opportunities like this Let s Talk series—to listen, to learn, and to grow
in our ability to truly welcome all. Feeling welcome is the first step in becoming a part of a
community where you are valued and cherished, where you belong, so how is our welcome
perceived by others, especially by others who may not always be fully welcomed in public
settings like workplaces, schools, restaurants, and churches?

In this series, we will reflect on how we’re doing and explore ways to deepen our welcome.
Each week, we’ll hear from individuals who have experienced different health-related
challenges and gain insights into how we can build a more inclusive, hospitable, and
welcoming church community. If you have personal experiences to share, we welcome your
voice. And if you simply wish to listen and learn, we invite you to join us.

Weekly Topics:

e [February 2 — Persons with mental health and intersecting disability challenges
e February 9 —no session
e [February 16 — Persons with substance use challenges
e [February 23 — Persons with allergies and special dietary needs
GENTLE YOGA
Tuesdays

Trinity Chapel, 7:00 PM

Experience tranquility and wellness in this Gentle Yoga Class. Led by experienced Yogamour
instructors, this nurturing practice focuses on gentle postures, mindful breathing, and deep
relaxation techniques. Participants of all levels are welcome.

Each drop-in class is $10. Questions? Contact Renae, rdklinel5@gmail.com.

To access the yoga classroom in Trinity Chapel, walk through the gate to the left of the building, down the
walkway to the side door, and into the hallway leading to the classroom.


mailto:lkcoyle@yahoo.com
mailto:rdkline15@gmail.com

Activities and Events

T TEAM: INTERIM PROCESS UPDATE

Monday, February 3 or Tuesday, February 4 Zoom: bit.ly/40idfQY

Zoom, 7:00 — 8:30 PM Meeting ID: 846 1599 1673
Passcode: 126282

~ERUCC The Transition Team invites all congregation members to join us for one of
>>> two Zoom conversations as part of our ongoing work during this important
R EAM period in the life of ERUCC. These sessions will be held on Monday,
From Past to Future  Fopryary 3, and Tuesday, February 4, from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM.

We’ll provide updates on our progress, including completing the Heritage and Leadership Focus
Points—two of the five focus areas in this interim journey. We’ll also discuss our plans for the
remaining Focus Points: Connections, Mission, and Future.

These conversations are an opportunity for you to hear about the work we’ve done, ask questions,
and share your thoughts on the interim process. Your input is vital as we continue preparing for
the next steps, including collaborating with a Search Committee to call a new pastor for our
congregation.

Mark your calendars and join us for one or both sessions!

SPECIAL NOTE: A Transition Team Interim Leadership Report, issued January 30, can be
read online at bit.ly/ERleader0130 or in hardcopy in the back of the Sanctuary or by request
through the church office.

ANNUAL SUB SANDWICH SALE

The ERUCC Youth Group is excited to offer our Sub Sandwich Sale once again. This special
fundraising event is a long-time favorite! NEW THIS YEAR - meatball subs!! Sandwiches are
only $10 each!

These delicious submarine sandwiches are lovingly made by the ERUCC Youth Group and
available just in time for the Super Bowl. Proceeds from this fundraiser will help offset costs for
the youth group's planned trips to Germany, WorldPride in DC, and the spring retreat.

Orders are due by February 4.
Sandwiches will be available for pick up on Sunday, February 9.

. Paper order forms will be available beginning Sunday, January 26. Orders may also be
--3 placed online here: https://form.jotform.com/240175169725157



https://bit.ly/40idfQY
https://bit.ly/ERleader0130
https://form.jotform.com/240175169725157

MEALS FOR MISSION OF MERCY (M.O.M.)
Friday, February 7
Community Room Kitchen, 2:00 PM

What is Mission of Mercy? Mission of Mercy (M.O.M.) provides free medical, dental, and
vision care to underserved communities. Their mission combines compassionate care with
essential health services. Learn more at www.amissionofmercy.org/maryland-pennsylvania!

What Do They Do Locally? Twice a month, M.O.M. brings medically equipped buses to
Frederick’s Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. VVolunteer doctors, dentists, nurses, and
administrators provide services to those in need.

How Does ERUCC Help? Every other month, a team from ERUCC’s Mission, Evangelism, and
Social Justice Committee provides lunch for M.O.M. volunteers. We prepare and deliver baked
penne (one meat, one vegetarian), garlic bread, salad, and cookies donated from Uncle Ralph’s
Bakery.

How Can You Help? Join us for a food prep gathering at 2:00 PM in the Community Room
= B Kkitchen on Friday, February 7, to cook pasta for February 10 and April 7. Salad items
," i :fi are collected the Sunday before delivery.

8% Sign up to contribute to salads: bit.ly/ERsalad0210

Want to volunteer or have questions? Contact Angela Brittain (angela3cats@yahoo.com) or
Nancy Jones (knitwitsrule@outlook.com).

RECYCLING 101
Wednesday, February 19
Community Room, 7:00 — 8:00 PM

If recycling rules drive you CRAZY, join us to understand the basics at this Recycling 101 talk
with topics like:

e What happens to recycling

e Why is something recyclable or not

e Reducing, reusing, and other waste-reduction techniques

Bring one or two questionable recycling items to get your questions answered!

RSVP to Linda Coyle, Ikcoyle@yahoo.com.

BE A BLESSING!5/0%

BE JOYFUL.PRAY OFTEN. BE KIND.

DO £00D. HAVE COURAGE. WORK FOR JUSTICE.
ENCOURAGE OTHERS. @455
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Children, Youth, & Families

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

Children should be checked in by one of their grown-ups at the Check-In Station in the Kieffer
Lobby before class.

Pre-K — 2"4 Grade 3rd_ 5™ Grade
Liz Coffey Room, 9:15 - 10:00 AM Thomas Room, 9:15 — 10:00 AM

CHILDREN’S MUSIC AND MOVEMENT
Liz Coffey Room, 10:00 — 10:20 AM

This music group for children in Pre-K through 5" Grade are invited to participate in rehearsals
each Sunday morning following Sunday School from 10:00-10:20 AM in the Liz Coffey Room.

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Trinity Chapel, 9:15 - 10:15 AM

Youth Sunday School, with Middle and High School classes, meets in Trinity Chapel, 10 West
Church Street. Enter through the side door behind the iron gate on the left side of the building.
Always use the crosswalk. Youth will return as a group to the Kieffer Lobby at 10:15 AM.

JUNIOR CHURCH
2nd 3rd 4% and 5" Sundays
dismisses from 10:30 AM worship service

Junior Church is a space to join in creative spiritual formation activities for children ages five
through 5" grade. Children begin 10:30 AM worship with their families and are dismissed to
Junior Church after the Thought for the Day. On the first Sunday of each month, children
participate in worship and communion with their families.

YOUNG SPIRIT REHEARSAL
rehearses the 1%t and 3" Sundays
dismisses from 10:30 AM worship service

Rehearsals are held after the Thought for the Day on the first and third Sundays of each month
and wrap up by 11:30 AM so you can rejoin your family in the sanctuary. No experience needed—
just enthusiasm!

Young Spirit Director: Trish Coffey



YOUTH GROUP

Snow Tubing
Sunday, February 2
Liberty Mountain Resort, 5:00 — 7:00 PM

Join us for an exciting snow tubing adventure at Liberty Mountain Resort's Bubly Tube Park
in PA (78 Country Club Trl, Fairfield, PA 17320). Registration and pre-payment are required;
the ticket includes refillable hot chocolate throughout the night.

Arrive and check-in at Liberty Mountain at 5:00 PM. Meet Pastor Kirstin at the top of the
stairs leading out of the Bubly Tube Park parking lot.

Cost: $30 per tubing participant.

RSVP and Pre-payment: Required. Please register at bit.ly/snowtubeyouth25.

Sub Sandwich Making
Saturday, February 8
Community Room, 5:00 — 8:00 PM

Sub Sandwich Distribution
Sunday, February 9
Community Room, 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Lunch and Valentine Project
Sunday, February 9
High School Youth Room, Trinity Chapel, 12:30 PM — 2:00 PM

GOD’S KIDS CLUB
Monday, February 17
Community Room, 9:00 AM — 3:00 PM

Join us for a fun-filled day at ERUCC’s God’s Kids Club! This program is designed for
elementary-aged children to come together for a day of learning, creativity, and fellowship.
Activities can include Bible stories, crafts, games, and service projects, all focused on exploring
faith and building community.

For more information or to register, contact Pastor Kirstin.

We can’t wait to spend the day with your kids as they grow in faith, make new friends, and have
a wonderful time!


https://bit.ly/snowtubeyouth25

Other Announcements

CALL FOR CONGREGATIONAL NAME SUGGESTIONS

On October 13, 2024 the congregation voted in favor of a motion “to consider changing its name
from 'Evangelical Reformed' to another name, to be voted on at a later date. The new name will
retain 'United Church of Christ," with the understanding that the congregation may also choose
to retain 'Evangelical Reformed' as the name.”

Submit names you wish to be considered for the congregation in a digital suggestion ==
box at bit.ly/3Y7nPcd or the designated suggestion box in the Sanctuary Lobby.

FREDERICK SCHOOL OF RELIGION

The Frederick School of Religion convenes for its 41 year of classes on March 3. The School is
an ecumenical teaching organization that provides a ‘Learning for Life’ experience for all. The
six-week series of 6 courses includes a broad range of topics appealing to diverse groups.

Classes are held at Beth Sholom, 1011 N. Market St., Frederick, MD 21701 and are 6 weeks long
on consecutive Mondays or Tuesdays from March 3 through April 8. Each 6-week long course is
eligible for up to 1.2 Continuing Education Units.

For more information and registration forms, visit www.frederickschoolofreligion.org or call
(240) 651-1865 or (240) 490-5657.

Ways to Give to Evangelical Reformed UCC

WEBSITE GIVE THE NEW WAY CASH OR CHECK

www.erucc.org/give 'ﬁ'*_ made payable to
n '-'-.1: D Evan?ellcal Reformed UCC
== 5W. Church St,

N Frederick MD 21701

r
» offering plates

one time or recurring gifts Scan to try it for yourself! are available in the
rear of the sanctuary
before and after worship



https://bit.ly/3Y7nPcd
http://www.frederickschoolofreligion.org/

An Affirmation for God’s Beloved

At Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ (ERUCC), we follow the call of Jesus to
love our neighbors, seek justice, and affirm the dignity of all people. In the spirit of Jesus, who
stood with the oppressed and called all people beloved, we affirm that:

Immigrants, asylum seekers, and refugees are beloved by God. No human is illegal in
the eyes of the Divine.

Trans and non-binary people are beloved by God, created in God’s image, whole and
holy.

LGBTQ+ individuals are beloved by God, worthy of dignity, love, and full inclusion in
every space.

People of color are beloved by God, fearfully and wonderfully made, deserving of
justice and equity.

People with disabilities are beloved by God, not to be mocked or cast aside, but honored
in their full humanity.

Women and those who advocate for reproductive justice are beloved by God,
entrusted with sacred agency over their own bodies.

Muslims, Jews, and all religious minorities are beloved by God, called to worship
freely without fear of persecution.

The poor and working class are beloved by God, not forgotten but central to the
Gospel’s call for justice.

Environmental advocates and Indigenous land protectors are beloved by God,
caretakers of the sacred gift of creation.

Civil servants and public workers are beloved by God, blessed by the Holy Spirit with
integrity and dedication to the common good of all people.

As followers of Christ, ERUCC stands against any policy, rhetoric, or action that dehumanizes,
marginalizes, or seeks to erase the dignity of these beloved children of God. We commit
ourselves to justice, compassion, and the radical love that Christ embodied.

No exceptions. No exclusions.
All are welcome, all are affirmed, all are beloved.
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Ministers, Staff, & Lay Leaders of Evangelical Reformed UCC

MINISTERS AND STAFF

Rev. Dr. Marvin L. Morgan ~ Intentional Interim Senior Pastor ~ mmorgan@erucc.org

Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads ~ Associate Pastor for Faith Formation & Parish Life ~ ksrhoads@erucc.org

Alison E. Shafer ~ Director of Music
Tyler L. York ~ Executive Church Administrator ~ tyork@erucc.org
Jaci Clayton ~ Facilities Manager ~ jclayton@erucc.org
Tricia Coffey ~ Head Chimer & Children & Youth Choir Director
Kelly Esslinger ~ Assistant Director for Bell Choirs & Children’s Music
Jenna Duranko ~ Social Media Assistant
Ashley Murphy ~ Nursery Attendant

The Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel ~ Pastor Emerita
The Rev. Fred Wenner ~ Pastor Emeritus

CONSISTORY
Peter Brehm ~ President | Matt Hueting ~ Vice President

David Kehne ~ Secretary | Robert Morris ~ Treasurer
Rebecca Shillingburg ~ Worship Chair | Will Duncan ~ Finance Chair
Shelley Weakly ~ Mission, Evangelism, and Social Justice Chair
Julie Clark ~ Stewardship/Generosity Chair | Dan Ebersole ~ Property Chair
Vacant ~ Christian Education Chair | Matt Davis ~ Head Deacon | Larry Martin ~ Member-at-Large

ELDERS
Ave Barr | Peter Brehm | Robin Cooney | Matt Hueting | Jeanellen Kallevang | Eric Weakly

DEACONS
Quynn Adkins | Robin A. Brady-Slifer | Robin L. Brady-Slifer | Angela Brittain
Jim Brittain | Matt Davis | Harrison Fisher | Kyle Miller

TRANSITION TEAM

Felecia Bishop | Tommie Bradshaw | Karen Justice | Terry Logee | Allen Maples

Thomasa Pomeroy | Bud Rossig | Eliza Stitely | Katie Zander



Sunday Morning Schedule
subject to change

8:30-9:15 AM Early Worship, Sanctuary

9:00 AM Coffee and Conversation, Kieffer Lobby
9:00 AM Let’s Study the Bible, North Room

9:15 AM -12:00 PM Nursery Care

9:15-10:00 AM Children’s Sunday School

Pre-K — 2" Grade, Liz Coffey Room
31— 5t Grade, Thomas Room

9:15-10:15 AM Youth Sunday School
Middle School Youth, Trinity Chapel
High School Youth, Trinity Chapel

9:30 AM Let’s Talk, Flora Room
10:00 — 10:20 AM Children’s Music and Movement, Liz Coffey Room
10:30 — 11:30 AM Worship, Sanctuary and Online at www.erucc.org

Junior Church, Thomas Room
Participating children are dismissed from Worship (2", 3", 4™ and 5% Sundays)

Young Spirit Rehearsal, Marj Menchey Berkheimer Music Suite
Participating youth are dismissed from Worship (1%and 3™ Sundays)

11:30 AM Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
Children and Youth

Thursday Rehearsal Schedule
subject to change

6:15 PM Cambridge Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
Contact: Trish Coffey and Kelly Esslinger
7:00 PM Senior Choir Rehearsal, Marj Menchey Berkheimer Music Suite

Contact: Alison E. Shafer

Stay Informed

Subscribe to receive e-news from ERUCC at http://eepurl.com/gDNCu5 or by scanning !EI EI

the QR code. of

Worship services and events at Evangelical Reformed UCC are sometimes photographed and videotaped to
document the vibrant life of our church. If you do not wish to be included in these recordings, please notify a
deacon or the church office. Always obtain permission prior to sharing images and videos that include minors

on your personal social media.


http://www.erucc.org/
http://eepurl.com/gDNCu5

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

February 2, 2025 Luke 4:21-30
Prophet on the Edge

Jesus just couldn’t stop with a feel-good message for the friends and relatives gathered
to hear him teach in his hometown synagogue.

That day, among those who had watched him grow up, Jesus pushed the God envelope,
informing the congregation that the miracles they heard him perform in Capernaum
were not happening anytime soon in Nazareth.

What? Why not? Explain to us Jesus why you view the rejected, the afflicted and the
outsider more worthy of healing than your own people? The mood quickly changes.
The crowd goes from being impressed to being enraged.

It was one thing to hear about the blind receiving sight and the prisoners being set free,
as Jesus’ read for them from the scroll. Those words had been spoken before by other
teachers. But those teachers let the words remain safely on the parchment. Jesus,
though, expounds on the power and impact of God’s word, making them leap with
new life off the scroll and into the crowd.

Those in the synagogue should have seen it coming, Jesus did begin his teaching telling
them that the Spirit of the Lord was upon him — and that Spirit does not sugarcoat
anything,

Jesus knew that there was no such thing of a hometown advantage when it came to
preaching God’s truth. He wasn’t surprised by the scoffer whispering loudly from the
back of the room the derogatory comment, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”

He wasn’t surprised either when the crowd got violent, kicking him out of the
synagogue and chasing him to a cliff on the edge of town.

He wasn’t surprised, and neither should we be.

The adage that truth is hard to hear is true because truth never travels alone. Truth is
always accompanied with change, and change is always greeted by yet another
companion — resistance.

Jesus, our prophet on the edge — literally on the edge of a cliff and figuratively on the
edge of making us all a bit uncomfortable — knew that while it was easier to tell people
what they wanted to hear, half-truths and blatant lies wouldn’t further God’s vision of
a peaceable kingdom. What would create a beloved community, where insiders and
outsiders were one, was truth, which always asks for much-needed change.

Jesus is in our hometown this day. Will we listen with open ears and hearts to him?
Or will we chase him away because we just aren’t ready for the changes that the truth
will ask of us?

Patient and Loving God, every time we pray “thy kingdom come” we realize that we do
not fully grasp what that kingdom is. Your ways differ from ours. Help us to listen to your
Holy Voice and, in the listening may we find the courage to hear truths that will lead to
changing this world for the better. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
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