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Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. We extend a special welcome to our guests.

or Children: We have trained nursery staff (paid nursery attendant as well as adult volunteers)

for ages 0-4. The nursery is located on the first floor outside of the Community Room.
(Accessible by the stairs from the Church Street Entrance or via the elevator). Children ages 5
and above are invited to stay and worship with their families. Children’s programs, books, and
crayons are located in the rear of the sanctuary near the welcome table.

ymn selections can be found in the black hymnals in the pew racks or printed in the bulletin.

If you are visiting and did not stop at the welcome desk in the downstairs lobby please stop
by after the service they would love to meet you or, please feel free to reach out to someone sitting
near you and ask them questions about the service or church. Many of our visitors ask us about
the time of offering. This is a time in our service when we respond to God’s gifts of love by
offering the gifts of our lives. For many of us, this is when we make a financial gift towards the
ministries and programs of our church. We also use this time to ask God how we might use the
gifts of our hands and hearts in sharing God’s love. If you are visiting, there is no obligation to
give a financial gift. We are just glad you are worshiping with us. At this time, we are taking
offering at the end of the service. Plates for offering will be placed at the doors as you exit the
sanctuary. Thank you.

We ask that you please silence your cell phones during our worship service. We also ask that
you refrain from applause after our choirs sing and allow the music to resonate in the quiet
of the sanctuary and in your hearts. Our musicians are playing and singing for the glory of God.
They know you appreciate their efforts and their gift.

Rest rooms (equipped with changing stations) are located on the first floor of the church building
and outside the Community Room and the Nursery.

I here is much information about the church in this bulletin and our website: www.erucc.org.

Donate online by scanning this code: |_E| S
or download the GivePlus Church application and
make your donation via the app. Thank you.

Ministers and Staff of Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ
The Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel ~ Senior Pastor ~ bkdaniel@erucc.org
The Rev. Fred Wenner ~ Pastor Emeritus ~ burschenherrlichkeit@gmail.com
The Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads ~ Associate for Faith Formation & Parish Life ~ ksrhoads@erucc.org
Alison E. Shafer ~ Director of Music
Tyler L. York ~ Office Administrator ~ tyork@erucc.org
Jaci Clayton ~ Facilities Manager ~ jclayton@erucc.org
Tricia Coffey ~ Head Chimer & Children & Youth Choir Director
Kelly Esslinger ~ Assistant Director for Bell Choirs & Children’s Music
Jenna Duranko ~ Social Media Assistant | Ashley Murphy ~ Nursery Attendant

15 West Church Street, Frederick, MD 21701 e 301-662-2762 e WwWW.erucc.org
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The numbered hymns are from The New Century Hymnal
*All who are able may stand

HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY
Chimes Concert at 10:00 am from Trinity Chapel’s steeple

Prelude He's Got the Whole World —arr. by Valerie Stephenson
Cambridge Handbell Choir

Greetings and Announcements

*Choral Call to Worship Joy Together — C Townley, arr. Butler-Moore
Joy together and worship the name. Joy together in Jesus.
Joy together and worship the name. Joy together in Jesus.

Refrain:
Celebrate joy and worship the name. Joy together in Jesus.
Celebrate joy and worship the name. Joy together in Jesus.

Praise together and worship the name. Praise together in Jesus.
Praise together and worship the name. Praise together in Jesus.

Refrain

Live together and worship the name. Live together in Jesus.
Live together and worship the name. Live together in Jesus.

Refrain

*Call to Worship
Sing a new song!
A springtime shout-out to life!

Sing praise to our joyful Easter God
Whose power brings new life out of death!



Immerse doubt and despair in the fountain of new birth
Find refreshment and strength for a future of hope!

For God has taken ordinary things
And made them extraordinary:
Sing a New Song!

*Opening Prayer
Holy God,
Nothing is beyond your power to transform!
In a gray dawn, you coax songs of Alleluia!
From the tombs of despair we take refuge in
You call us to wake up and work.
We praise you for this amazing day!
Come, Risen Christ,
in newness and hope on this Eastertide morning. Amen.

*Opening Hymn Halleluja #236
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*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
Redeeming God,
with you there is always more life, more hope, more joy.

When doubt assails us, and we fail to recognize you at work in our lives,
Lord, have mercy!

When fear impairs our faith, and our eyes and ears and hearts
do not know you,
Christ, have mercy!



When anger and sorrow stop us from doing the risky work of love,
Lord, have mercy!

*Assurance of Pardon
Within every kernel of doubt, there is a spark of life and hope.
In those times when our faith falters,
when we cannot recognize the presence of the Holy among us,
God takes our faith and transforms it,
patiently showing us the many ways Christ walks among us.
Look around you:
as close as your own beating heart,
and in the eyes of your nearest neighbor,
grace abounds at the heart of all life.
You are all God’s children, loved without condition,
go in that peace.

Amen.
Ministry Moment Charlie Abrecht
Junior Fire Company
Anthem A Place in the Choir — Bill Staines

Thought For the Day

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

Children ages 5 through 5th grade may be dismissed for Junior Church,
located in the Thomas Room, during the reading of the scripture.



The Scripture

John 20: 19-31 NT page 115
Reader: The Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God.
Sermon

Morning Prayers

Reception of New Members page 44

Offering of Tithes, Gifts and Lives to Christ’s Service

Offertory There Is Joy in the Lord — C. Keaggy
Spirit

*Prayer of Dedication

*Closing Hymn We Are Marching in the Light of God #526
1. Marching 2. Singing 3. Laughing see next page

*Benediction
Follow God’s lead into new life!
Recognize Jesus in unexpected places.
Easter!
Christ is Risen!
May you dance an alleluia dance,
and sing a resurrection song.
Laugh with God and let joy reside in your hearts always. Amen.

Postlude (please be seated)

We welcome the members of the Junior Fire Company today and thank them
for their service to our community.

Today’s liturgy, Rejoice in God was written by the Rev. Susan A. Blain, Minister for Worship and Gospel
Arts, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ.
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The flowers on the altar this morning are placed in celebration of Rev. Dr.
Barbara Kershner Daniel’s dedication, encouragement, and inspiration throughout
the year by Owen and Tyler L. York.

The yellow rose bud is presented in honor of Alex Schaeberle, who wears the
Marine Corps uniform. Thank you to him, as well as the Schaeberle and Sexton
families, for their sacrifices made in service to our country.

v\vt,r;fp Watch worship live every Sunday at 10:30 am or on-demand:
Live https://sundaystreams.com/go/ERUCC

Today: April 16, 2023 Next Week: April 23, 2023

Scripture Reader: Pastor Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads  Youth

Deacons: Matt Davis, Harrison Fisher Betsy Selby, Andrew Beadle

Elder: Peter Brehm Tyler L. York

Greeters: Rachel and Tom Ford Felecia Bishop, Kathleen Goebel
Pat Condo Niel Jefferson

Welcome: Pat Condo

Audio/Visual: Jeff Schaeberle, Kelly Esslinger Rodney Martin, Jeff Schaeberle
Matthew Mercier, Jeff Baker

Fellowship: Darryl Glick, Mark Ulrich Julie Clark
Nursery: Stephanie Fisher Kate Fromknecht
Saturday Chimer: Suzanne Morris Nancy Doll
Sunday Chimer:  Kelly Esslinger Robin Cooney
FELLOWSHIP

Please join us for fellowship in the Community Room after worship to chat with
friends, welcome our visitors, and enjoy a time of refreshment.

The Community Room, located on the 1% floor, is accessible by stairs or elevator.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Worship Next Week: Third Sunday of Easter - Youth Sunday
ERUCC Youth will be leading worship this morning. Their theme is “All are Needed: We’re
All a Part of God’s Community.”

HOSPITAL AND PRAYER LIST

Your pastor wants to be available when members of ERUCC are in the hospital. Please let us
know so that we can visit with you and your family and provide support. We always ask
permission before adding a name to be included in the prayer list or in the verbal
announcements on a Sunday morning. There are many for whom we pray and visit whose
names are not listed in the bulletin by their request.

Please remember the following people in your prayers:

Greg Rhoads, Luke Chappell, Holly Davis, David Cooney, Mike Roberston (friend of
Kathleen and Niel Jefferson), Bob Pinner, Stacie Carey (niece of Darlene Brunner and
Jeannette Johnson), Marcia Eisenstein, Bob Shafer, Joyce Kallevang (sister-in-law of
Jeanellen Kallevang), Derek C. Hupp (grandson of Beanie and Gaylon Cornell), Wayne Kolb
(friends of Stefan and Judi Mach and Tony and Linda LaFianza), Conway Barnes (brother-in-
law of George and Linda Kline), Mary Ellen Baker, Pat Hevner, Jeannette Johnson, Jackie
Keyser (sister-in-law of Betsy and Phil Selby), Tamara Tamas, Barbara Lee Crutchley (sister
of Milt Crutchley), Marcy Channell (daughter of JoAnn Fritz), Paige Coffey, Jane Doll,
Emogene Wyand, Fran Wenner, Neremiah Castillo (niece of Andrew Beadle), Bonnie
Devilbiss, The McCarty family, Tina Prescott (daughter in law of Barbara and Bill Prescott),
Mary Remsberg, Heleen (sister of Karin Mens), Kathy Blue Shores (friend of Jean Fish and
Barb Biser), Gretchen Manuel (niece of Audrey Rayfield).

LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR
- CHILDREN PRAYING




Sunday Education Opportunities for Adults

LET’S STUDY THE BIBLE with The Reverends John & Rebecca Shillingburg
Sundays North Room / Zoom 9:00 —10:15am

Zoom: bit.ly/ERsunstudy Meeting ID: 893 8670 5888 Passcode: 327128

Foundational Stories of the Old Testament ... in Order! The Exile ... and the Exodus ...
is that one event with two names ... or two? And if they are different, which came first? Was
Daniel in the lion’s den because Joseph put him there?

If you have ever pondered questions like these, join the Let’s Study the Bible class as we survey
of the big stories of the Old Testament in the order they occurred. No prior experience needed.

Sunday Fellowship Opportunities for Adults

FRIENDS AND FELLOWSHIP  Community Room 9:30 - 10:15 am
Come to the Community Room for some coffee or tea and to chat and relax.

THE PARENT’S PLACE West Classroom, Trinity Chapel  9:30-10:25am

Take a moment to unwind in a new space for parents to gather in Trinity Chapel after your
kids are in Sunday School. The West Classroom is the room to the right as you enter the
chapel.

Weekly Education Opportunities for Adults

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY with The Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel
Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual Life

Tuesdays, April 11-May 23 North Room / Zoom 11:00 am —Noon
Zoom: bit.ly/3TdUnQy Meeting ID: 875 1423 3398 Passcode: 973365

First released in 1995, this spiritual classic continues to be a bestseller, as thousands each year
accept Marjorie Thompson's invitation to the Christian spiritual life. Offering a framework for
understanding the spiritual disciplines and instruction for develop-ing and nurturing those
practices, Soul Feast continues to be a favorite for individual reflection and group study.

April 18 - Chewing the Bread of the Word: The Nature and Practice of Spiritual Reading
April 25 - Communication and Communion with God: Approaches to Prayer
May 2 - Reclaiming Sabbath Time: The Sacred Art of Ceasing
May 9 - Of Conscience and Consciousness: Self-Examination, Confession, and Awareness
May 16 - Companions on the Journey: The Gift of Spiritual Direction
May 23 - Entertaining Angels Unawares: The Spirit of Hospitality

Please plan to stay for lunch as we celebrate our years together



https://bit.ly/ERsunstudy%09
https://bit.ly/3TdUnOy

This Week at ERUCC

SPECIAL GIVING OPPORTUNITY TODAY

Today, April 16, we gratefully receive Extra Mile Gifts for Debt Reduction. Donations are
used to pay down the principal of the mortgages we have with FCB Bank, a division of ACNB
Bank and the Fisher Fund, an endowment funded by former member Mary Starr Fisher for
purposes to be decided by the pastor. To cover an unexpected building cost over-run, the
congregation borrowed money from the endowment’s principal and is now paying that back
with interest.

TUESDAY EVENING YOGA
Tuesdays, April 18 — May 23 Community Room 7:00 pm

Join your ERUCC friends for a new six-week cycle of Tuesday night yoga beginning April
18! You will need to bring yoga mats, blocks if used, and a water bottle. Space is limited to
20 participants. For more information or to sign up, contact Renae Kline,
rdklinel5@gmail.com. The 6-week session is just $60! Payments should be marked “yoga.”

TRIVIANIGHT
Friday, April 21 Community Room 7:00-8:30 pm

Join others in a competition of teams covering a variety of trivia topics including Disney,
spring sports, ERUCC history and more! Intergenerational teams of 4-6 people can form ahead
of time or come and join in with others. Bring a snack to share as you strive to win a prize to
share! Who has the best collective knowledge about things that matter very much and some
that matter very little? Sign up at Fellowship in the Community Room.

R Thr ﬂ,%
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Intergenerational Teams of 4-6 0000
Bring a snack to share Community Room
0000 Friday, April 21

7:00 - 8:30 pm
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Upcoming at ERUCC
GREEN TEAM - GLENSTONE MUSEUM
Sunday, April 23 12100 Glen Rd, Potomac MD 2:00 pm

Join the ERUCC Green Team at the Glenstone Museum for a Sustainable Landscaping Talk,
Grounds Tour, and Museum Field Trip! We have space for 20 participants.

Contact Linda Coyle, Ikcoyle@yahoo.com if you would like to join us.

DISCO NIGHT: A CELEBRATION FOR THE ‘RING MY BELL’ CAMPAIGN
Friday, May 5 Community Room 7:00—10:00 pm

ERUCC has been blessed with a five-octave set of 61 handbells that now need to undertake a
Complete Service refurbishment, which costs $12,000. Donations of any amount are invited,
and in case it is helpful, refurbishing one bells costs $200. When making a gift to support this
project, please note “handbells project” in the memo line or other description field. We hope
you will consider joining us to support this important effort.

We will hold a major disco-themed fundraising event on Friday, May 5 in the Community
Room. So, get your disco costumes ready and prepare for an evening of 21+ fun.

Suggested donation of $10/person. Cash bar with non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages.

Friday, May 5 A
Community Room, 7—10 pm
Suggested donation: $10/person


mailto:lkcoyle@yahoo.com

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Sunday, May 7 Community Room / Zoom

chairs. Members and friends of the congregation may also participate via Zoom.

To join via Zoom: bit.ly/er2023mtg Meeting ID: 830 3501 9606

Agenda for the Annual Meeting

Welcome and Call to Order
Opening Prayer
Review of Annual Program Reports
Review of Financial Reports
Nominating Committee Report
Old Business
Trinity Chapel Campaign
Columbarium status
New Business
Closing questions
Adjournment
Benediction

Nominating Committee Report

To be elected by the Congregation:
Elder, first term for 3-year term
Elder, replacing Richard for term ending in 2025
Elder for a second 3-year term
Deacon for a first 2-year term
Deacon for a first 2-year term
Deacon for a first 2-year term
Deacon for a first 2-year term
Deacon for a second 2-year term
Stewardship/Generosity Chair for first 2-year term
Christian Education Chair for second 1-year term
Finance Chair for additional 1-year term
Property Chair for additional 1-year term
Worship Chair for first 2-year term

To be elected by the Consistory
Secretary for 2023-2024
Treasurer for 2023-2024

Matt Hueting

Ave Barr

Peter Brehm

Robin A. Brady-Slifer
Robin L. Brady-Slifer
Jim Brittain

Larry Martin

Matt Davis

Julie Clark

Linda Coyle

Will Duncan

Owen York

Rebecca Shillingburg

David Kehne
Rodney Martin

12:00 pm

Our annual meeting will be Sunday, May 7 in the Community Room with lunch being served
immediately following worship. We will be electing new elders, deacons, and committee

Passcode: 549585


https://bit.ly/er2023mtg

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF BARBARA'S RETIREMENT
With gratitude and appreciation, we will be celebrating Barbara's 40 years of ministry.

Saturday, June 3, 2023

5:00 — 8:00 pm — Reception in our Community Room
Congregation, family, friends, and the Frederick community invited
Program highlighting her career
Beer and wine and heavy appetizers

Sunday, June 4, 2023

10:30 am — Barbara's last Sunday preaching

11:30 am — Special Fellowship Time
Congregation and Family invited

If you would like to help with the celebration, contact:
Cathie Duncan, cathieduncan@comecast.net or Betsy Fisher, bcfishe@hotmail.com

Youth Group Ministry

MOVIE NIGHT AND DISCUSSION
Sunday, April 23 Community Room 6:00-8:00 pm

Children and Family Ministry

JUNIOR CHURCH

On all Sundays except the first Sunday of each month, children aged 5 — 5th grade may go to
Junior Church after the Thought for the Day in the worship service. Junior Church, a space to
join in creative spiritual formation activities, will take place in the Thomas Room most weeks.
Parents should pick up children from Junior Church following service.

Volunteer leaders needed! Contact Pastor Kirstin for more information and to express interest.

KIDS’ CREATION CARE CLUB
Sunday, April 23 Monocacy Park 2:00-4:00 pm

Clean up will involve working to complete a Trash BINGO card with prizes for all completed
cards. Playground fun for all! Parents can stay and participate or drop off and return. Pastor
Kirstin and Emily Spears will be adult supervision.


mailto:cathieduncan@comcast.net
mailto:bcfishe@hotmail.com

TINY TOTS ON THE FARM
Sunday, April 30 South Mountain Creamery 2:45 pm

We’re heading to South Mountain Creamery where we will tour the farm, enjoy some ice
cream, and feed the baby calves! We will meet at 2:45 pm for a self-guided walking tour then
meet a farm host at 3:45 pm to feed the calves!

$5 per family. Ice cream/snacks available for purchase on-site.

FAMILY CAMPING
June9-11 Cowan’s Gap State Park, PA

We will take off for a camping trip at Cowan’s Gap State Park in Pennsylvania. We have
reserved a group spot for 40 people. If you want to rent a cabin or spot for an RV and share
meals, fellowship, and worship with us, you can make your reservation by searching
reservations for Cowans Gap State Park: www.dcnr.pa.gov.

We have a planning team working on meal plans, and then we will send out the costs for the
trip! We will plan some meals together, some packed lunches, and campfire snacks! Contact
Pastor Kirstin for more information.

By the end of April, we would like to have a good estimate of who is coming. Look for a sign
up sheet in the Community Room after Easter.

a Just
world
for all
ucc.org
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Special Gatherings in Celebration

Pastor Daniel has planned some special gatherings in the months ahead.
Please bring your photos, stories, and remembrances as we give thanks
for our time together.

Monday, April 17 Community Room 7:00 —9:00 pm
Gathering for anyone who has gone on a fellowship trip

mtz’tua’e TOMf Wednesday, April 26 Pastor Daniel’s House 6:00 —8:00 pm
with Pastor Daniel  Dinner for those who served on the Senior Pastor Search Committee

Monday, May 1 Community Room 7:00—9:00 pm
Gathering for those who have gone on a mission trip

Monday, May 22 Community Room 7:00—9:00 pm
Light supper for anyone who has served on the Consistory since 2006

Tuesday, May 23 North Room following Bible Study
Lunch with the Bible Study group

Tuesday, May 24 Pastor Daniel’s House 6:00 — 8:00 pm
Dinner with the ERUCC Book Group

Saturday, May 27 Rodney & Becky Martin’s 12:00 — 3:00 pm
Party at Larry & Becky Martin’s for current and former youth group members and their parents

Opportunities to Serve

VOLUNTEER FOR SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP

Sunday Fellowship can be as easy as helping set up before worship, helping serve after
worship, or bringing a special treat to share. Sign up at bit.ly/ERUCC _fellowship or talk with
Starr Schaeberle or Laura Rhoderick for more details.

CONTRIBUTE TO ANNUAL MEETING LUNCHEON

Sunday, May 7 is ERUCC’s Annual Meeting. Please sign up to contribute a pre-made food
EyEsim item for the luncheon after the 10:30a service. All are encouraged to attend!
I%-@ . Sign up: bit.ly/er2023lunch

Drop your item to the community room kitchen labeled with ingredients by 11:00 am on
Sunday, May 7. Questions? Julie Clark 301-305-8181 or Jclarkad@yahoo.com.



https://bit.ly/ERUCC_fellowship
https://bit.ly/er2023lunch
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Additional Announcements

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Rich Stolz (Kathleen Stolz)
5742 Meadowood St #301
New Market MD 21774

Jim Brittain (Angela Brittain)
39 Maple Ave
Walkersville MD 21793

Dan and Julie Ebersole,
Alex

112 W 3rd Street
Frederick MD 21701

Jenni and Leandra Caughy,
Lazslo

5809 Hawk Ridge Road
Frederick MD 21704

Joan Quinlan
2947 Mill Island Pkwy
Frederick MD 21701

NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE,
NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE
ON LIEE'S JOURNEY ...

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE.

[Velcome

(lew Wiembers!




EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

A small group of ERUCC members has examined our current preparedness in

response to emergencies. We will be having a fire drill on Sunday, April 16

% towards the end of the 10:30 am service. We are also preparing more first aid

g kits for our buildings and are seeking donations to refresh and complete those
Kits. Please consider contributing towards the purchase/donation of supplies.

Emergency supply donation list: bit.ly/3IvWWLV

UPDATING CHURCH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY
Sundays, April 16, 23, 30 Community Room before and after worship

A new pictorial directory is in the works! With thanks to ERUCC photographers: Rich Stolz,
Tom Dorsz, and Jeff Schaeberle, we are offering opportunities on April 16, 23, and 30 at 9:00
am and after worship in the Community Room for you/your family to get a new portrait for
the directory. You may also submit your own photo to erucc@erucc.org no later than May 7.

Verify or Update Information: If you have yet to confirm the information we have in our
database, please come to the Community Room during Coffee and Conversation before
service or during Fellowship to make sure your name, address, phone numbers, and email are
correctly listed in our directory.

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY
Growing Up with Holocaust Survivor Parents
Sunday, April Beth Sholom, 1011 N. Market St 1:00-2:30 pm

Laizer was 16 and Lili was 12 when the Nazis
Beth Sholom m wrested them awya from their homes in
YFONCREGATION or rreperick Poland. Unbelievably, they met in 1945
through the barbed wire fence of a concentration camp, got married,

and moved to New York City, where they've been since 1949. They will join us by video while
their older son, Dr. Harvey Levy, a local dentist, author, lecturer and martial arts master, tells

their story and describes the impact of the Holocaust on his family.

There will also be a candle lighting, proclamations from the City and County, appropriate
Readings and Music. Event sponsored by Beth Sholom Congregation and Congregation Kol
Ami of Frederick.

No charge, but donations are always appreciated. Appropriate for ages 12 and up. Dessert
Reception following the program


http://bit.ly/3lvVWLV
mailto:erucc@erucc.org

ERUCC SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

ERUCC is fortunate to have several scholarship programs available to our members as they
seek educational opportunities to develop knowledge and skill in realization of their full
potential. The McCardell Scholarship Fund was established by Mr. Robert McCardell in honor
and memory of members of the McCardell family. The Kieffer Scholarship Fund was
established in honor of Henri L.G. Kieffer, pastor of this church from 1910-1946. The Liz
Coffey Scholarship Fund was established in memory and honor of our beloved youth Liz
Coffey. Also included are funds given in memory of Tina Baker, a long time educator and
member of the ERUCC Scholarship Committee. Contributions to these Scholarship Funds by
members and friends of the church are always welcome.

These scholarships are gifts to church members for post-secondary undergraduate education
and are awarded by the Scholarship Committee. The awards are based on the quality of the
candidate's plan for use of the funds, the ability and promise of the applicant, and the need for
financial assistance. The aid may continue for subsequent years after an interview with the
Scholarship Committee, submission of intent to reapply, and a transcript of grades for the
current year.

Scholarship applications for new applicants and dtudents wishing to renew scholarships must
also contact the Church Office, erucc@erucc.org. All application materials must be submitted
to the Scholarship Committee through the Church Office by the April 30 deadline.

Any further questions can be directed to Sandra Trout, Scholarship Committee Chair, at
troutsandra@aol.com or 301-676-6585.

MIDDLETOWN GREEN EXPO
Saturday, April 22 310 South Church St, Middletown  10:00 am —2:00 pm

Celebrate Earth Day at Middletown’s Green Expo. See flyer for more details: bit.ly/3KiyQlu

RECYCLING EVENT AT SAINT KATHARINE DREXEL
Saturday, April 29 8428 Opossumtown Pike 9:00am—12:00 pm

Saint Katharine Drexel Catholic Church is hosting a Spring Cleaning Recycling Event and
Native Plant sale in their parking lot. Accepted for recycling: paper, textiles, electronics, and
scrap metal. See flyer for more details: bit.ly/40trHEs.



mailto:erucc@erucc.org
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https://bit.ly/3KiyQlu
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Sunday Morning Schedule

8:30 — 9:15am Worship, Trinity Chapel

9:00 am —10:20 am Adult Education, North Room and Online
Let’s Study the Bible

9:30 — 10:25 am Parent’s Place, West Classroom, Trinity Chapel

9:30 — 10:25 am Coffee and Conversation, Community Room

9:30 am — 12:00 pm Nursery Care, Main Building

9:30-10:10 am Children’s Sunday School, Trinity Chapel
Ages 3 — 2" Grade, 3™ — 6" Grade, Confirmation Class

10:10 — 10:25 am Children’s Music & Movement, Trinity Chapel
Pre-K through high school

10:30 - 11:30 am Worship, Main Sanctuary and Online

11:30 am Fellowship, Community Room

11:45am —12:15pm  Cambridge Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Flora Room
Pre-K through high school

Stay Informed

APRIL TRINITY CHIMES

or online by scanning the QR code or gomg to bit. Iy/apr|I123ch|mes

WEEKLY THURSDAY THOUGHTS EMAIL

[=]::4: [=]
Subscribe to receive our weekly email newsletter at http://eepurl.com/gDNCu5 or ',%
by scanning the QR code! [=]:

MISSION STATEMENT

We, the members of this congregation, seek to celebrate in word
and deed the gospel of Jesus Christ, by nurturing spiritual growth
through worship, study and prayer; by caring for one another as
God cares for us; and by proclaiming God's love for all people as

we work to help our neighbors near and far. We commit ourselves

to develop and implement specific programs to fulfill our mission.

EVANGELICAL REFORMED
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 16, 2023 John 20:19-31
Holy Language

Tuesday, April 18 is Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day. On a recent
Yom HaShoah, Rev. Sigrid Rother of Westervillle Community United Church of
Christ in Columbus, Ohio was invited by a rabbi at a local reform synagogue to
speak at a Holocaust Remembrance Day service for the local Jewish community.

“I was probably the only Christian in the room. It was kind of an odd feeling,”
pastor Rother remembers. But she took a breath and told her story. Rother was
born and grew up in a Germany imbued with a common guilt over the atrocities
of the Holocaust. Her sense of responsibility was personal as well as national. Her
own father, just ten years old when Adolph Hitler came to power, had been part
of the Hitler Youth and then later a Nazi pilot. Growing up in a small and impov-
erished Polish village, Rother believes her father’s Nazi involvement had provided
an outlet for activities like camping and sports that were not offered elsewhere. “I
say this,” Rother explains, “not justifying, just trying to understand. I don’t want
to make him into a victim.” In the post-war years, her father worked as a miner
and became a difficult alcoholic. Rother’s mother’s family was less enthusiastic
about the Nazi party, but were coerced in joining the party, even though they did
not agree with its policies.

All of this was in the background, but rarely mentioned in her childhood. Rother
got a call to ministry while still in Germany but felt constrained by the limits of
the state church there. She studied in South Africa when apartheid was being
dismantled, and that experience along with her childhood gave her a strong sense
of justice. “When Black Lives Matter happened, I could not but stand up, because
it is so ingrained in me,” she says.

As she told this story to the group at the Remembrance Day service, Rother
admits, “I was so nervous! Who do I think I am? Here are people who lost family
members. Seeing survivors, with tattoos on their arms... there were tears in my
eyes.” But at the end of the event, the only response was an outpouring of love
and gratitude.

It took courage for Sigrid Rother to break generational silence and admit her
family’s complicity in her nation’s violent past. The first steps were nerve-wrack-
ing, but the path she walked led to greater understanding and healing. May her
story inform us as we take the journey toward reconciliation and the creation of
the Reign of God.
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