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O
ur Sunday scripture readings during 
Advent invited us to consider how Mary, 
Joseph, the shepherds, the wise ones, 
and others all paid attention to what 

was happening around and within them. Their 
experience with the divine gave them hope and 
courage, even amid fear and uncertainty. Each 
year we read, sing, and contemplate their lives, 
and the faith that affirms that, with God, all 
will be well.
 Those stories have been passed on from gen-
eration to generation. Each generation brings 
its own perspective and stories, so we can know 
that God is with us in our fear and uncertain-
ty as individuals and as a community. We can 
trust the call of God to serve in our time and 
place. Pastor Barbara Daniel

January 2023

We, the members of this congregation, seek to celebrate in word and deed the gospel of Jesus Christ, by nurturing spiritual growth 
through worship, study and prayer; by caring for one another as God cares for us; and by proclaiming God’s love for all people as we 

work to help our neighbors near and far. We commit ourselves to develop and implement specific programs to fulfill our mission.

 Julian of Norwich (1342-1416) is best known 
through her book, The Revelations of Divine 
Love, which is widely acknowledged as one of 
the great classics of spiritual life. In that book, 
she reflects on the presence of God in her life.
 “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and 
all manner of thing shall be well” she wrote, for 
there is a force of love moving through the uni-
verse that holds us fast and will never let us go.”
 May we enter this new year with the power 
of those who have gone before us, confident that 
love is moving through the universe, a love that 
will never let us go. And all will be well.

You decide whether a drive or walk to the church is safe for you. We do 
not encourage you to risk life and limb to get to church at all costs, but 
we do expect to hold services for those who can arrive safely. Our Senior 
Pastor and Organist can walk to the church, so they will always be present 
for Sunday morning worship services. 

Other in-person activities, including committee meetings and regularly 
scheduled church activities, are generally governed by the Frederick Coun-
ty Public Schools (FCPS) inclement weather plan. If inclement weather re-
quires FCPS to close, delay opening, or dismiss early, the church office will 
similarly close or delay opening. ERUCC activities will also be canceled 
or may be held virtually when possible and appropriate. 

If inclement weather causes ERUCC to close or cancel activities, the church 
website (www.erucc.org) and the church’s Facebook (https://www.face-
book.com/eruccfrederick) will be updated as soon as possible.
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JANUARY 1 We Keep Seeking 
Matthew 2:1-23
 The Magi were seekers. They sought wisdom, they 
sought the divine, and they sought fortunes to tell the fu-
ture. Their seeking leads them to Jesus, the newborn king 
of another culture and religion. At the same time, their 
seeking also protects them from Herod’s deception and 
harm. After the Magi go home by another way, Joseph is 
visited again by an angel in his dream. This time, the angel 
brings a warning, and like before, Joseph heeds the mes-
sage. Following Herod’s massacre, Joseph and Mary seek 
refuge in Egypt; they remain there, living as immigrants 
until Herod dies. Like the Magi, may we seek the divine 
and be willing to journey closer to God. Like the Holy 
family, may we seek safety for all threatned or vulnerable 
families. Let’s keep seeking wisdom, justice, and a better 
world this new year and every year to come.
 We will share Communion at the chancel rail this morn-
ing and receive our star words for the coming year. The ser-
vice will conclude with the “Letting Go and Letting God” 
ritual. This is a time when the congregation will be invited 
to write down those things that each person wants to let 
go of from the old year of 2022, receive God’s grace and 
move into the new year with divine blessing and hope. The 
dissolving pieces of paper will be placed in a bowl of water 
at the front of the chancel. 
 The Senior Choir will be singing.

JANUARY 8 Baptism of Christ
In this season after the Epiphany, the scriptures invite us 
to wonder about the possibilities that are opening and un-
folding through the revealing of God’s ways in Jesus the 
Christ. On this Baptism of Jesus Sunday, we hear God’s 
Spirit-filled voice speaking new things into action, remind-
ing us that we are God’s beloved children.
 The Gospel lesson from Matthew 3:13-17 is the account 
of Jesus’ baptism. The voice from heaven that speaks at 
Jesus’ baptism echoes the voice spoken in Isaiah 42:1-9. 
These words proclaim the mission of God’s beloved ser-
vant to restore justice.
 Spirit will be singing.

January Worship Notes
JANUARY 15 
Second Sunday after Epiphany
 Today we explore God’s call to us. Isaiah is called by 
God to proclaim the restoration of Israel in Isaiah 49:1-7. 
Jesus calls disciples in John 1:29-42. Through these ac-
counts, we are invited to consider how God’s call comes to 
us and to discover the ways that God equips and strength-
ens us to live into this call.
 The Senior Choir will be singing. The Rev. John Shillingburg 
will be leading worship. 

JANUARY 22 
Third Sunday after Epiphany
 The prophet Isaiah proclaims in Isaiah 9:1-4, “The peo-
ple who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” The 
exile is ending: joyful deliverance is coming. Jesus begins 
his ministry in Galilee in Matthew 4:12-23, calling disci-
ples to join him in his work and promising those disciples 
who were fishermen that he would now teach them to 
“fish for people.”
 The Senior Choir will be singing. 

JANUARY 29 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
 Today, we begin a five-week exploration of a collection 
of Jesus’ sayings known as the Sermon on the Mount. 
Jesus’ radical vision of what God’s reign on earth might 
look like is a vision of wholeness for all people is found in 
Matthew 5:1-12. Micah 6:1-8 describes a dramatic con-
frontation, a lawsuit between God and Israel. What must 
Israel do to be in a “right” relationship with God? Verse 
8 summarizes: do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 
with God. 
 The Senior Choir will be singing. Pastor Kirstin will be 
leading worship. 
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What is an Installation of a Pastor?
 Sunday, January 22, at 3 p.m., ERUCC, along with our covenant partners in the United Church of 
Christ and United Methodist Church, will install The Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads as Associate Pastor for 
Faith Formation and Parish Life. Her responsibilities include planning strategies, implementing annual work 
plans, and leading various components of the congregation’s educational mission. Notably, this ministry 
position leads pre-K to high school and adult education programs and formative experiential learning in 
collaboration with the Senior Pastor and volunteers. Pastor Kirstin is the congregation’s principal director of 
all parish life ministry.
 Pastor Kirstin provides staff support 
to the Christian Education Committee 
and the Fellowship Team. She will be 
preaching on occasion and providing 
pastoral care as needed.
 In the United Church of Christ, a  
local church can request that an as-
sociation of the UCC confirm and  
celebrate the covenant between a local 
church and a new member of a church’s 
pastoral staff. ERUCC has requested 
the Catoctin Association of the Central 
Atlantic Conference of the UCC to af-
firm Pastor’s Kirstin call with ERUCC, 
and that request has been granted. In 
addition, as Pastor Kirstin will retain her 
standing as a deacon with the United 
Methodist Church, a representative of 
the Methodist Church will be partici-
pating in the service as another cove-
nant partner. 
 Clergy from the UCC, the United 
Methodist Church, and our downtown 
partners will be invited to the service 
to share in this celebration.
 Please mark your calendars for  
3 p.m. on January 22 as we covenant 
with The Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads 
and one another in support of this 
ministry. 

Service of Installation

Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads
as

Associate Pastor for
Faith Formation and Parish Life

Sunday, January 22
3 p.m.

Evangelical Reformed  United Church of  Christ
15 West Church Street
Frederick, Md 21701

301-662-2762

A reception will  immediately  follow at the church.u

ts

v
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JANUARY 3 – FEBRUARY 21
No class on January 24 and 31 

North Room & Zoom 11 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Zoom: bit.ly/3TdUnOy   
Meeting ID: 875 1423 3398   Passcode: 973365

The Difficult Words of Jesus
 Jesus provided his disciples teachings for how to fol-
low Torah, God’s word; he told them parables to help 
them discern questions of ethics and of human nature; 
he offered them beatitudes for comfort and encourage-
ment. But sometimes Jesus spoke words that followers 
then and now have found difficult. He instructs disciples 
to hate members of their own families (Luke 14:26), to 
act as if they were slaves (Matthew 20:27), and to sell 
their belongings and give to the poor (Luke 18:22). He 
restricts his mission (Matthew 10:6); he speaks of dam-
nation (Matthew 8:12); he calls Jews the devil’s children 
(John 8:44).
 In The Difficult Words of Jesus, author Amy-Jill Levine 
shows how these difficult teachings would have sounded 
to the people who first heard them, how they have been 
understood over time, and how we might interpret them 
in the context of the Gospel of love and reconciliation.
 January 3  Sell What You Own
 January 10  Hate Father and Mother
 January 17  Slave of All
 February 7  Nowhere Among the Gentiles
 February 14  Outer Darkness 
 February 21  Your Father the Devil

Foundational Stories of the 
Old Testament . . . in Order!
 The Exile … and the Exodus … is that one event with 
two names … or two? And if they are different, which 
came first? Was Daniel in the lion’s den because Joseph put 
him there?
 If you have ever pondered questions like these, join the 
Let’s Study the Bible class beginning on January 8 for an 
8-week (or so) survey of the big stories of the Old Testa-
ment in the order they occurred. We meet from 9:00 a.m. 
to 10:15 a.m., Sunday mornings, and you can participate 
in person in the North Room or remotely by Zoom.
No prior experience needed; just bring your Bible!
Zoom: https://bit.ly/ERsunstudy
ID: 893 8670 5888    Passcode: 327128

Tuesday Morning 
  Bible Study with  
Pastor Daniel

Exciting 
Service 

Opportunity
 Beginning Monday, February 6, ERUCC will 
be supporting Mission of Mercy. They serve the 
uninsured, working poor, homeless and economically 
disadvantaged with active and retired licensed 
healthcare professionals who volunteer their time 
to provide free medical and dental services and 
prescription medications. The services provided at 14 
health clinics in four states are provided regardless 
of race, color, creed, national origin, or religion. All 
services are free, and no fees are charged. No one is 
denied service because of their inability to pay.
 The mobile clinic is held at the Frederick Stake of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints two to 
three times a month. We have been asked to prepare 
and serve lunch for 30-35 staff and volunteers. We 
don’t have to clean up, and all utensils, plates, and 
even drinks are provided! The Stake Center kitchen 
is available for food prep and warm up, OR we can 
meet here at ERUCC and prepare, OR you can make at 
home and bring here to ERUCC fresh or frozen! 

 Please contact Angela Brittain if you feel a calling 
to give to this mission at angela3cats@yahoo.com or 
240-457-1479. More details coming soon. 

Let ’s Study the Bible
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9:30-10:15 a.m., Community Room

JANUARY FOCUS: 
FAITH IN ACTION
ERUCC Members and Friends Reflect on 
Recent Trips
January 8
What is the Camino and Why Walk 150 miles?

January 22
Reflections on Disaster Recovery in Kentucky

January 29
Another January trip to Franklinton Center at Bricks

 ERUCC provides many opportunities for members 
and friends of the congregation to experience fellowship, 
learning, and hands-on mission. Sometimes those oppor-
tunities take the form of a fellowship trip, such as traveling 
to Alaska or Ireland. Sometimes those trips have a faith fo-
cus, such as when we traveled to Israel/Palestine, Turkey, 
and Greece to explore the lifes of Jesus, the Apostle Paul, 
and the early church. Last May, a group traveled to Ger-
many, Switzerland, and Austria and attended the Passion 
Play in Ommerargau, Germany.

 In September, a small group traveled to Spain to walk 
the ancient pilgrimage route to Santiago de Compostela. 
 ERUCC also offers hands-on mission trips to places 
affected by natural disaster such as Biloxi, New Orleans, 
Daytona Beach, and most recently, to areas of Kentucky. 
In these experiences, our group can help people repair and, 
sometimes, rebuild homes affected by natural distasters. 
Families served have been identified by local agencies and 
are often uninsured or underinsured. Volunteer groups 
help stretch dollars from insurance, grants, or donations 
by providing physical labor. 
 The church also offers opportunities to work at Franklin-
ton Center at Bricks, is a conference, retreat, and educa-
tional facility in eastern North Carolina focusing on justice 
advocacy and leadership development. A former planta-
tion, the modern Franklinton Center traces its beginnings 
to the founding of Franklinton Christian College in 1871 
and the Congregationalist Bricks School in 1895. A merg-
er of those two schools in the 1950s formed Franklinton 
Center at Bricks. The Center is related to the United 
Church of Christ.  As with all church buildings, the more 
work a volunteer group can provide to maintain facilities, 
the more funds are available for meeting the direct needs 
of people. 
 As with any travel, fellowship and mission trips open 
hearts and minds. We learn about our country and the 
world. We gain new perspectives by building friendships 
with other members of the group. We bring hope to those 
rebuilding their lives. We learn new skills.
 You are invited to come and hear about our most recent 
trips during the month of January.

ERUCC TOUR 101
Sunday, January 15
 This is your opportunity to tour our buildings and get a 
glimpse of the space we so enjoy. 

In Gratitude
We’d like to thank the members of the church for all the support given to us in our time of need. 
The prayers, cards, and the hours spent by the staff and volunteers for our son Blaine’s memorial 

service are greatly appreciated.
Ken & Anne Hoffmann
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Health and Human Services
Immigrant youth and their families now living in 

Frederick County, are suffering.

 Our Mission and Social Action Committee asked rep-

resentatives of the immigrant community how ERUCC 

could best support them. The answer: getting care for 

traumatized children with behavioral health issues was the 

most pressing need. 

 So, members of ERUCC partnered with the Asian 

American Center of Frederick and Nigerians in Frederick 

to determine next steps. They concluded that an assess-

ment is critical, including 1) listening sessions with the 

immigrant community; 2) reviewing evidence-based prac-

tices that can inform decisions about how to address the 

need.; 3) a financial forecast based on providing sustained 

behavioral health services appropriately for the immigrant 

community; and, 4) “town hall” sessions to share lessons 

learned with Frederick County. 

 ERUCC chose to give $3,000 plus in-kind services 

(e.g., space for meetings) to the effort, with five other or-

ganizations promising $5,000. With those commitments, 

ERUCC then requested and was awarded a $7,000 Glob-

al H.O.P.E. Refugee & Migration Services Booster Grant 

from UCC National to support the assessment. 

 This assessment will enable a better understanding of 

the immigrant community—and the solutions needed to 

create transcultural, trauma-informed behavioral health 

services in Frederick County.  

 ERUCC seeks to continue growing into a community 

of faith that works to repair social, economic, and civic 

brokenness that creates injustice. As we join all of UCC in 

observing Health and Human Service Sunday on January 

29th, let us celebrate that the life of the church is vibrant 

within our communities, give thanks for this opportunity 

to live our faith, and pray for God’s help in responding to 

the suffering we see in Frederick County.

Statistical Report on 
Consecration Sunday Results 
as of 13 December 2022

• A total of 103 giving units (families or 
 single persons) completed Estimate of 
  Giving Cards this year.  

• A total of 86 of these giving units increased their  
financial commitment above their last year’s 
amount.  

• A total of 77 giving units present to fill out  
Estimate of Giving Cards on Consecration Sunday 
committed a total of $365,698.

• The current total of 103 giving units who have 
filled out Estimate of Giving Cards committed a 
total of $472,758.  

• Based on last year’s giving records, we can expect 
to receive $71,185 during the coming year from 
people who have consistent giving patterns during 
the past twelve months but have not yet completed 
Estimate of Giving Cards.

• Based on the average total of loose offerings during 
the past three years, we can expect to receive 
$2,629 during the coming year from that source.

• Church income from non-donor sources such as  
interest, rentals, and fees is expected to be 
$238,675.  This gives us a grand total of $785,247 
anticipated income for the next twelve months. 
The total income for our general operating budget 
during the last twelve months was $719,478.

• Next year, we can expect our operating budget  
income to increase by $65,769.

This is a 9.14 percent increase in total giving 
above last year.
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 GREEN TEAM NEWS

Happy Green New Year!
 In 2022, Congress passed the Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA). This historic legislation provides funds for lowering 
greenhouse emissions, creating clean energy jobs, and in-
vesting in renewable energy upgrades such as home energy 
efficiency and transportation. In addition to being good 
for the planet, there is money in the IRA for you! 
 For example, here are some tax credits available to indi-
viduals: roof top solar installation 30%, new electric vehicle 
$7500, used electric vehicles $4000, heat pump air condi-
tioner/ceater $2000, basic weatherization $1200.
 These are just a few examples. For more information, go 
to www.rewiringamerica.org.

In humbly remembering that the earth does not belong to 
us, we offer this poem for the New Year.

The moment when, after many years
of hard work and a long voyage
you stand in the centre of your room,
house, half-acre, square mile, island, country,
knowing at last how you got there,
and say, I own this,

is the same moment when the trees unloose
their soft arms from around you,
the birds take back their language,
the cliffs fissure and collapse,
the air moves back from you like a wave
and you can’t breathe.

No, they whisper. You own nothing.
You were a visitor, time after time
climbing the hill, planting the flag, proclaiming.
We never belonged to you.
You never found us.
It was always the other way round

~ Margaret Atwood

Do you have extra bath towels or newspaper? I 
serve on the board of Tip Me Frederick, a 501(c)(3) 
organization that secures low or no-cost spay/neu-
ter to community and farm cats. We trap cats us-
ing humane traps and use towels to cover the traps 
and keep the kitties calm, and newspaper to line 
them. Please email me at angela3cats@yahoo.com 
to arrange pick up.  And, did you know that Animal 
Control (the “animal shelter”) on Rosemont Avenue 
could use the cardboard trays that cans of cat food 
come in? They’re used for litter boxes. They also accept 
donations of sheets and blankets and unopened food. 
They have a big donation bin on the side of their build-
ing. Thank you,  Angela Brittain

Another way to be “green”
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January Birthdays
01 Cassie Pain 03 Jean Fish, Vida Penn, Susan 
Kreh 04 Hollie Mercier 05 Harrison Fisher 
06 Tyler Curran 08 Tricia Coffey, Gerry 
Hanberry, Kevin Coyle 09 Wayne Wenner, 
Matthew Wenner 12 Barbara Heverly, 
Maureen Hueting, Zachary Hull, Naomi 
Hull 16 David Alley, Lee Thomas, Jeff Baker, 
Erin Gohegan 19 Angela Brittain 20 Via 

Jett, JoyceAnn Schmid  
21 Liam Coates 25 Karen 
Curran 26 Owen York  
27 Tom Fleming 30 Linda 
Kline, Marj Berkheimer 
30 Aiden Baldree, Lucas 
Nguyen-Powell

 Are you a knitter, crocheter, cross-stitcher, 
 or other crafter looking for a friendly place to 
practice your skills? Have you ever wanted 
to learn?  We host a group that can help! Our 
Stitch In is held monthly on a Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and you are welcome to come 
for 10 minutes to get help or stay all day. This 
is a very informal group that has lots of laughs.   
 Knitting is not an “old lady craft!”  As a matter 
of fact, men were the original knitters, creating 
fishing nets. There is also evidence that hand-
crafts can reduce Alzheimer’s risk as well as  
ease depression, anxiety, and chronic pain. We 
can answer questions, fix mistakes, help with 
patterns—just about anything.   
 Our dates for the first couple of months of 
2023 are January 14, February 18, and March 18,  
which may be weather-dependent. I send out 
an email early the week of the Stitch In as a 
reminder.
 Please contact Nancy Jones at ncjsquared@
msn.com to be added to the mailing list 
(I do not share this list with anyone!) or you can 
contact me at church. I already have three  
eager students in January that want to learn to 
knit!!!  
  If you would like to join us, we would love 
to have you! 

~ Nancy Jones

Thanks to Chuck and Aiden Baldree and Jim Brittain for 
installing our beautiful star, gifted by our friends from 
the Altmark.
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Matt Hueting, Tricia Coffey and Dick Williams shared 
the history of Trinity Chimes and rang out the bells 
over Fredericktowne. Organists Alison E. Shafer, John 
Widmann, and Bill Powell showed off the beautiful 
sounds of our Fritsche pipe organ. Jenna Duranko 
mesmerized with her mastery of the marimba.

Gifted Musicians Treat
our Historic Houses of 

Worship Guests to Beautiful 
Holiday Sounds
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Advent Wreath Making
Making a wreath for your family invites a further un-
derstanding of the season of Advent with readings that 
families share when lighting their own wreaths at home. 
Being a part of both reading and lighting provides par-
ticipation and repetition. Both of these practices are 
teaching tools for learning new concepts. By providing 
discussion questions along with each candle and read-
ing, we hope that each family was able to participate 
in spiritual growth by sharing their responses. Praying 
you found glimpses of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love in 
this season of Holy Days! 

Cookie Swap
Thanks to all who participated in the cookie swap! Our 
increase in participation from last year to this leaves 
little doubt that we will continue this tradition! Not 
only did each family leave with a variety of cookies for 
themselves and their friends, but this multigeneration-
al activity also provided gift boxes full of homemade 
goodies for many of our members, which Pastor Bar-
bara brought along on her Christmas visits. Special 
thanks to Starr Schaeberle for keeping us organized and 
motivated! 

From Rev. Kirstin Safe Church: Safety, Fun, and Faith
Many thanks to all of our Children and Youth Ministry 
Volunteers! In our recent Youth Protection Trainings, we 
reviewed policies, talked through making supervision 
plans for different age groups in a variety of scenarios, 
and went in-depth, considering confidentiality and trans-
parency as we approached conversations with youth. 

Each training session engaged in slightly different con-
versations based on the questions and experiences of 
the group members. It is a gift to have these conver-
sations broaden our perspectives! Each session also 
identified growing edges for our ministry setting. By ex-
ploring these items, the Christian Education Commit-
tee and Risk Management Committee will be able to 
strengthen further our prevention and response practic-
es for keeping our ministry a safe place. We are always 
a work in progress, which is why there are continued 
training updates available, and mandated training every 
two years for active volunteers. Safety, fun, and faith 
weave together for what we hope is meaningful youth 
development and spiritual formation! 

Look forward to updates in our emergency evacuation 
procedures, active shooter/threatening person pro-
cedures, background check practices, and subtle but 
meaningful changes in our signage and communication. 
Thank you for the input of both our seasoned and new 
volunteers!
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Additional steps will include a daytime midweek train-
ing offering, training for youth-aged volunteers, and 
forming a team to develop and facilitate youth conver-
sations about personal safety, as named in our policy.

Collecting Hats and Gloves!
A new addition to our “outdoor foliage” is our holiday 
warmth tree, so named by our Sunday School Children. 
Our Children’s Ministry will be collecting new winter 
hats and gloves through the end of January. These can 
be left in boxes throughout our two buildings or add-
ed to the tree itself, which lives just outside the glass 
doors. By being placed on a tree, these winter warmth 
items can be taken by those who might be able to use 
them. Additional items will be shared through SHIP for 
homeless students and federated charities.

We are thankful for the ways you give! In the name of the children’s ministry, I thank you for encouraging the young 
people in your families and your church to practice their faith. This includes trying new things, meeting new peo-
ple, praying in different ways, hearing God’s voice in different ways, seeing God’s presence in different people and 
traditions, trusting that they aren’t “too young” or “too” anything else to hear God speak or to actively participate 
in their faith community. You make a difference in their faith life by showing up for them. We celebrate specifically 
58 food items and more than $200 donated to the food bank in one night of children’s praise and laughter and love! 
We’ll continue to count and share the multiplying hats and gloves through January as well!

Save the Date! 
 January 2 is our next God’s Kid’s Club date. Our 
young people will help our church community with 
projects to clean up the building. We’ll let you know by 
email if there will be painting going on or any unique 
clothes to wear or tools to bring after we work with the 
Property committee to identify projects.  After our proj-
ect and lunch, we will enjoy various board games! 
 Upcoming dates to save for GKC include February 
20 and March 22, scheduled 9-3, with students pack-
ing their own lunches. Kirstin is also planning a short 
day on Good Friday, April 7, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. On 
this day, we will participate in the stories of Holy Week 
through an interactive scavenger hunt of sorts and some 
imaginative visioning. 
 Would you like to volunteer for a partial or whole day 
with God’s Kids Club? It is ideal for us to have four 
adults for our day. Reach out to Kirstin at ksrhoads@
erucc.org with questions or to volunteer! 
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Welcome New Members

David Kehne & Bob Funk  Ray & Liz Morgan Brenda Hedges & Marsha 
Thompson

Members of ERUCC and the choir were invited to Flying Dog Brewery for an evening of Car”ale”ing.
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ERUCC YOUTH GROUP UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8  •  1-2 P.M.  •  FRANKLINTON CENTER TRIP PREP MEETING

SATURDAY-MONDAY,  JANUARY 14-16  •  WORK TRIP TO FRANKLINTON CENTER
$80 per person. Leaving the church at 6 a.m. Saturday. Returning early evening on Monday the 16th.

JANUARY 28 • SNOW TUBING 
Thanks to parent Julie Clark for organizing this!

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4 • SUB PREPARATION AND SALE  9 A.M.- 12 P.M.
This will be one of our major fundraisers for summer trips and activities.  

The youth group 

offered babysitting  

Supper, pageant 

practice, crafts, 

games, and a movie.  

The highlight of the 

evening was making 

the gingerbread 

houses or rather 

eating the icing and 

candy for the houses.

Another Christmas 

dress-up dinner with the 

youth group.  Thanks to 

parents and other adults 

for decorating, preparing 

and serving food. A nice 

evening was had by all.
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***Pre-trip preparation meeting – Sunday, 
January 8, 12:30 p.m. At this meeting we will 
discuss expectations, work assignments, travel, 

packing, and food.

FRANKLINTON CENTER 
WORK TRIP

Open to Adults and Youth (7th-12th grades) 
January 14-16

Franklinton Center, Bricks, North Carolina
$80 per person (includes housing and meals)

Housing Hospitality Houses #2 
(This trip is being subsidized by budgeted funds for mission trips.) 

 The Franklinton Center at Bricks is a conference, retreat, and 
educational facility in eastern North Carolina with a focus on 
justice advocacy and leadership development.  Franklinton Cen-
ter is an historic center of transformation where issues affecting 
the marginalized, the oppressed, and the poor are addressed.
 A former plantation, Franklinton Center traces its beginnings 
to the founding of Franklinton Christian College in 1871 and 
the Congregationalist Bricks School in 1895.  A merger of those 
two schools in the 1950’s formed Franklinton Center at Bricks. 
The Center is related to the United Church of Christ and is 
managed by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries.
 As with all church buildings, the more work a volunteer group 
can provide to maintain facilities, the more funds that are avail-
able for meeting the direct needs of people.  

SCHEDULE

Saturday, January 14
6:30 a.m. Leave ERUCC 
Noon  Arrive Franklinton    
Lunch
  Work Projects
6:00 p.m. Dinner
  Evening Reflections

Sunday, January 15
7:30 a.m.  Breakfast
8:30 a.m.  Morning Prayers
9:00-Noon  Work projects
Noon-1:00 p.m.  Lunch
1:00-4:00 p.m.  Work Projects
4:00-5:30 p.m.  Free time
5:30-6:30 p.m.  Dinner
7:00-8:00 p.m.  Evening Reflections

Monday, January 16  
Attend Community Martin Luther King, Jr, Breakfast  
Finish Up Work Projects/Leave for Home by 12 p.m. 

Too often we’re rewarded 
by the world when we 
think of our faith in Christ 
as a moment in time – as 
something that happens 
inside of us: a moment 
when we came to believe, 
a moment when we were 
changed, a moment when 
we grew. We think of our 
faith as a noun.
 But faith isn’t a noun, 
it’s a verb! Faith is action. 
Faith is risk. Faith is trust-
ing that if we step out in 
courage and make real life 
choices about how to live 

our lives based on the Gospel promises of compassion, renewal, peace, and justice, 
that in that act of faith we will encounter God. That’s why it’s called The Holy Way 
and not The Holy Comfy Chair. Faith is a Movement!
 The ERUCC Mission and Social Action Committee invites you and your guests 
(middle school age and older) to join us for an evening of fellowship, a shared meal, 
and an intentional time to explore your faith passions, harness your gifts, and consider 
how you can be an agent of the Good News to help change the world into a better 
reflection of God’s love for all. 
 Dinner will be provided and childcare for elementary age and younger can be ar-
ranged. Walking with us through a brief facilitated exercise, you will end the evening 
having identified a need in the world that is speaking most to you, explored how you 
would like to be part of the solution, and collaborated with others in the room who 
share your passion for being an agent of change.
 The Spirit of God has already spoken to you – you already know what you are be-
ing called to be part of. This is your chance to give it words and fill it with the breath 
of life.  And the Spirit has spoken to you for a reason – because God already believes 
in you, that you can make a difference. Enter this Spirit space and bring forth that 
which is already in your heart. You got this, and we will all be made better for it.

 Questions? Contact Michelle Beadle, Mission and Social Action Committee Chair 
at pastorbeadle@gmail.com.

 Saturday, January 21
6:30-8:30 p.m. • Community Room

Register by Clicking Here: Or go to bit.ly/JOINmvmt

 Because the Cross is a Movement, Not a Moment!

Too often we’re rewarded 
by the world when we 
think of our faith in Christ 
as a moment in time – as 
something that happens 
inside of us: a moment 
when we came to believe, 
a moment when we were 
changed, a moment when 
we grew. We think of our 
faith as a noun.
 But faith isn’t a noun, 
it’s a verb! Faith is action. 
Faith is risk. Faith is trust-
ing that if we step out in 
courage and make real life 
choices about how to live 

our lives based on the Gospel promises of compassion, renewal, peace, and justice, 
that in that act of faith we will encounter God. That’s why it’s called The Holy Way 
and not The Holy Comfy Chair. Faith is a Movement!
 The ERUCC Mission and Social Action Committee invites you and your guests 
(middle school age and older) to join us for an evening of fellowship, a shared meal, 
and an intentional time to explore your faith passions, harness your gifts, and consider 
how you can be an agent of the Good News to help change the world into a better 
reflection of God’s love for all. 
 Dinner will be provided and childcare for elementary age and younger can be ar-
ranged. Walking with us through a brief facilitated exercise, you will end the evening 
having identified a need in the world that is speaking most to you, explored how you 
would like to be part of the solution, and collaborated with others in the room who 
share your passion for being an agent of change.
 The Spirit of God has already spoken to you – you already know what you are be-
ing called to be part of. This is your chance to give it words and fill it with the breath 
of life.  And the Spirit has spoken to you for a reason – because God already believes 
in you, that you can make a difference. Enter this Spirit space and bring forth that 
which is already in your heart. You got this, and we will all be made better for it.

 Questions? Contact Michelle Beadle, Mission and Social Action Committee Chair 
at pastorbeadle@gmail.com.

 Saturday, January 21
6:30-8:30 p.m. • Community Room

Register by Clicking Here: Or go to bit.ly/JOINmvmt

 Because the Cross is a Movement, Not a Moment!

 Too often we’re rewarded by the world when we think of our faith 
in Christ as a moment in time – as something that happens inside of 
us: a moment when we came to believe, a moment when we were 
changed, a moment when we grew. We think of our faith as a noun.
 But faith isn’t a noun, it’s a verb! Faith is action. Faith is risk. Faith is 
trusting that if we step out in courage and make real life choices about 
how to live our lives based on the Gospel promises of compassion, 
renewal, peace, and justice, that in that act of faith we will encounter 
God. That’s why it’s called The Holy Way and not The Holy Comfy 
Chair. Faith is a Movement!
 The ERUCC Mission and Social Action Committee invites you 
and your guests (middle school age and older) to join us for an 
evening of fellowship, a shared meal, and an intentional time 
to explore your faith passions, harness your gifts, and consider 
how you can be an agent of the Good News to help change the world 
into a better reflection of God’s love for all. 
 Dinner will be provided and childcare for elementary age and 
younger can be arranged. Walking with us through a brief facilitated 
exercise, you will end the evening having identified a need in the 
world that is speaking most to you, explored how you would like to 
be part of the solution, and collaborated with others in the room who 
share your passion for being an agent of change.
 The Spirit of God has already spoken to you—you already know 
what you are being called to be part of. This is your chance to give it 
words and fill it with the breath of life. And the Spirit has spoken to you 
for a reason—because God already believes in you, and your ability to 
make a difference. Enter this spirit space and bring forth that which is 
already in your heart. You got this, and we will all be made better for it.

 Questions? Contact Michelle Beadle, Mission and Social Action 
Committee Chair, at pastorbeadle@gmail.com.
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ERUCC Book List for 2023
2023 Book Group Coordinators: 

Susan Kulp and Rebecca Shillingburg
The ERUCC Book group meets bi-monthly at 
7 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday in the Liz Coffey 

Room with a virtual option 
https://bit.ly/3C0iXfl

Meeting ID: 848 7056 7574   Passcode: 226669

January 24
Wish You Were Here by Jodi Picoult
 Diana O’Toole is perfectly on track. She will be mar-
ried by 30, done having kids by 35, and move out 
to the New York City suburbs, all while climbing the 
professional ladder in the cutthroat art auction world. 
She’s an associate specialist at Sotheby’s now, but her 
boss has hinted at a promotion if she can close a deal 
with a high-profile client. She’s not engaged just yet, 
but she knows her boyfriend, Finn, a surgical resi-
dent, is about to propose on their romantic getaway to 
the Galapagos—days before her 30th birthday. Right 
on time.
 But then a virus that felt worlds away appeared 
in the city, and on the eve of their departure, Finn 
breaks the news: It’s all hands on deck at the hospital. 
He has to stay behind. You should still go, he assures 
her, since it would be a shame for all of their nonre-
fundable trip to go to waste. And so, reluctantly, she 
goes.

March 28    In the Shadow of the Mountain: 
        A Memoir of Courage by Silvia Vasquez-Lavado 
May 23    Recitatif by Toni Morrison 
July 25    Still Life by Louise Penny       
September 26  The Midnight Library by Matt Haig   
November 28  Horse by Geraldine Brooks 

Advent Soup Makers
 Each week during the season of Advent, 

a small group of us gathered for prayer, 
conversation, and wonderful soup.  We will 

do the same when the season of Lent begins 
on February 22nd.

 Many thanks to our 2022 Advent soup 
makers: Linda Coyle, Starr Schaeberle, 
Kim Sexton,. Julie Clark, Patti Patterson, 

Peter Brehm, and David Howard. 

CHIMES SERVICE AND 
LEARNING GROUP 

will meet Thursday, January 12 at 
11 a.m. in the North Meeting Room.

“And now let us believe in a long year that is given to us, 
new, untouched, full of things that have never been...”

Rainer Maria Rilke - Letter to Clara Rilke, 1 Jan 1907. 
Nadiya Volodymyrivna Martynenko - (Ukrainian)
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ERUCC CHURCH STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel ~ Senior Pastor ~ bkdaniel@erucc.org

The Rev. Frederick Wenner ~ Pastor Emeritus
The Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads ~ Associate for Faith Formation and Parish Life ~ ksrhoads@erucc.org

Alison E. Shafer ~ Director of Music ~ alisonshafermusic@yahoo.com
Tyler York ~ Office Administrator ~ tyork@erucc.org

Jaci Clayton ~ Facilities Manager ~ jclayton@erucc.org
Tricia Coffey ~ Head Chimer & Children & Youth Choir Director ~ trishcoffey1195@gmail.com
Kelly Esslinger ~ Assistant Director for Bell Choirs & Children’s Music ~ kellbell.erucc@gmail.com

Jenna Duranko ~ Social Media Coordinator ~ plutojd@msn.com
Sherry Murray ~ Nursery Attendant

Angela Brittain ~ Designer, Trinity Chimes ~ angela3cats@yahoo.com | Scott Harris ~ Editor, Trinity Chimes

 SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
 8:30 – 9:15 Worship in Trinity Chapel
 9:30 – Noon Nursery Care (nursery, ground floor, main building)
 9:30 – 10:15 Adult Education (main building)
  Let’s Talk (9:30 a.m.) and Let’s Study the Bible (9 a.m.)
 9:30 – 10:10 Sunday School for Children (Trinity Chapel)
 10:10 – 10:25 Children’s Music and Movement
 10:30 – 11:30 Worship in main sanctuary
 11:30 – Noon Children and youth hand chimes rehearsal
 11:30  Fellowship in the Community Room


