
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MARY’S GOLDEN ANNUNCIATION 

by Carmelle Beaugelin 
Inspired by Luke 1:26-38 | Acrylic, gilding paint, canvas collage on handmade reclaimed paper 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Mary’s Golden Annunciation explores the moment of encounter between Mary and the angelic 
messenger. This unusual encounter may have been startling to young Mary—a soon-to-be teen 
bride turned, possibly, unwed mother. Yet, with holy bravery in the face of communal isolation, 
she accepts the call to be a surrogate mother to a son who is to be the savior of her people and 
the son of God. 
 
There is not much commentary regarding Mary’s consent to motherhood. She is often portrayed 
as a humble, yet passive, “accepter” of a fate predestined for her. But I wonder, what if the angel 
had appeared to Mary and she had declined? Would her name be erased from historic and 
religious memory in favor of another willing young virgin? 
 
Mary’s Golden Annunciation depicts not only a remarkable encounter, but also the moment that 
divinity in human form was conceived. It is my speculation that the divinity of God entered 
Mary’s body no sooner than Mary’s “yes” went out from her mouth. In a time when women had 
few options other than marriage, Mary’s consent to a potentially unwed motherhood is a brave 
act of subversive agency. In Mary’s “yes,” uttered in her Magnificat, we see the transformation 
of a young teenage girl from fearful to determined, from simply accepting to deciding, from 
passivity to agency, from betrothed to surrogate mother of God—an honor rarer than gold. 
Perhaps the most remarkable annunciation in this passage is not the messenger’s revelation to 
Mary, but Mary’s “yes” to the call. 
 
—Carmelle Beaugelin 
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Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. We extend a special welcome to our guests. 
 
or Children: We have trained nursery staff (paid nursery attendant as well as adult volunteers) 
for ages 0-4. The nursery is located on the first floor outside of the Community Room. 

(Accessible by the stairs from the Church Street Entrance or via the elevator). Children ages 5 
and above are invited to stay and worship with their families. Children’s programs, books, and 
crayons are located in the rear of the sanctuary near the welcome table.  

 
ymn selections can be found in the black hymnals in the pew racks or printed in the bulletin.  
If you are visiting and did not stop at the welcome desk in the downstairs lobby please stop 

by after the service they would love to meet you or, please feel free to reach out to someone sitting 
near you and ask them questions about the service or church. Many of our visitors ask us about 
the time of offering. This is a time in our service when we respond to God’s gifts of love by 
offering the gifts of our lives. For many of us, this is when we make a financial gift towards the 
ministries and programs of our church. We also use this time to ask God how we might use the 
gifts of our hands and hearts in sharing God’s love. If you are visiting, there is no obligation to 
give a financial gift. We are just glad you are worshiping with us. At this time, we are taking 
offering at the end of the service. Plates for offering will be placed at the doors as you exit the 
sanctuary. Thank you.  
  

e ask that you please silence your cell phones during our worship service. We also ask that 
you refrain from applause after our choirs sing and allow the music to resonate in the quiet 

of the sanctuary and in your hearts. Our musicians are playing and singing for the glory of God. 
They know you appreciate their efforts and their gift. 
 

Rest rooms (equipped with changing stations) are located on the first floor of the church building 
and outside the Community Room and the Nursery.  

 
here is much information about the church in this bulletin and our website: www.erucc.org. 
 

 Donate online by scanning this code: 
or download the GivePlus Church application and 

make your donation via the app. Thank you.  
 
 

Ministers and Staff of Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ 
            The Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel ~ Senior Pastor ~ bkdaniel@erucc.org 

The Rev. Fred Wenner ~ Pastor Emeritus ~ burschenherrlichkeit@gmail.com 
The Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads ~ Associate for Faith Formation & Parish Life ~ ksrhoads@erucc.org 

Alison E. Shafer ~ Director of Music  ●  Tyler L. York, Office Administrator ~ tyork@erucc.org  
Jaci Clayton, Facilities Manager ~ jclayton@erucc.org  ●  Sherry Murray, Nursery  

Tricia Coffey, Head Chimer & Children & Youth Choir Director  
Kelly Esslinger ~ Handbell and Children & Youth Choir Assistant Director 

Jenna Duranko, Social Media Specialist 
  
  

15 West Church Street, Frederick, MD  21701  ●  301-662-2762  ●  www.erucc.org 
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EVANGELICAL REFORMED 
United Church of Christ 

– An Open and Affirming Congregation – 
 
December 4,  2022                 Second Sunday of Advent                              10:30 am 

   
 

The numbered hymns are from The 
New Century Hymnal 

 

*All who are able may stand 
  

       
Chimes Concert at 10:00 am from Trinity Chapel’s steeple 
                                                                                                                          
Greetings and Announcements 
 
Prelude   In the Bleak Midwinter              - C. Dobrinski 

Cambridge Handbell Choir 
 
Threshold Moment   Love Comes Running          Dan Smith 
I remember 
the first time I was afraid. 
I was a child. 
It was a nightmare. 
(You remember those pesky 
monsters under the bed.) 
I remember 
minutes felt like hours. 
I begged 
the sun to rise. 
(Fear always begs 
the sun to rise.) 
 

Eventually, 
after minutes that felt like hours, 
I cried out. 
My dad came running. 
He sat at the edge of my bed. 

He said there is no reason to be 
afraid. 
He checked the closet and the 
floorboards. 
He rearranged my pillows. 
He said, “I can stay.” 
 

And that’s when I learned 
that when you are afraid, 
love always comes running. 
Love says, “I can stay.” 
 

That’s what God does for us. 
God sits at the edge of the bed. 
God checks the closet and the 
floorboards. 
God says, “Be not afraid.” 
God stays until sunrise. 
Love always comes running.



Lighting of the Candle of Peace         Quynn Adkins and Tricia Coffey 
“What are you afraid of?”  
Today we light the candle of peace, because we so desperately need God’s 
peace in the midst of all we fear. May this light be a reminder that Christ is 
coming. God was with generations before, God is with us today, and God 
will be with us tomorrow. Even now, God is on the way.  
Amen. 

   
*Opening Hymn  Give Us Your Peace            – J. Manibusan 
 Refrain: 
 Give us your peace, O God; 

Give us your peace, your peace. 
Give us your peace, O God; 
Give us your peace, your peace. 

 
*Call to Confession   

Fear can be a good thing. It can help us be attentive while driving down the 
highway. It can alert us to possible accidents. It can motivate us to do our 
best. However, fear can also be harmful. For so many of us, fear of the 
other, fear of failure, or fear of the unknown has led us to make sinful 
choices in our lives—choices such as building walls or tearing others down. 
Today, in confession, we ask for mercy and pray for guidance. As we 
confess, we come before an entirely merciful and loving God who says to 
us, “Do not be afraid.”  
Let us pray: 

   
*Prayer of Confession  

Patient God, you know just how often we make decisions  
from a place of fear rather than love. 
You know just how often we allow fear to take the place of logic, 
fanning unhealthy fires in our lives. 
You know just how often we tuck your words, “Do not be afraid” 
on dusty shelves and in the back of closets,  
stubbornly holding onto our own point of view. 
Forgive us for giving fear the microphone. 
Silence the voices of scarcity, shame, and rejection, 
which spark and feed so much of our fear, to recenter us in love. 
With hope we pray, amen. 

 
 



 

*Assurance of Pardon 
Family of faith, even when we forget God’s words, God does not forget us. 
Even when we lose our way, God does not lose us. 
Even when we fall short or make mistakes, God forgives and holds onto us. 
We are known, forgiven, and loved. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
Thought for the Day            
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
  Our Father, who art in heaven 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 
Children of all ages are invited to participate in the service today, including in 
the Sacrament of Communion. A book nook with children’s programs, books, 

crayons, and activities is in the rear of the sanctuary near the welcome table and 
a wiggle space is available in the front of the sanctuary near the baptismal font. 

 

Junior Church for children ages 5 through 5th grade will resume next week. 
 
*Hymn  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came             GABRIEL’S MESSAGE 

see next page for music 
 
The Scripture                  

 Isaiah 11: 1-10   OT page 640 
Luke 1: 26-38    NT page 56 

 
   Reader: The Word of God for the people of God. 
   All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon            
 
Morning Prayers 
 
Consecration Sunday Report        Tyler L. York 



  



 

Offering of Tithes, Gifts and Lives to Christ’s Service       
 
Offertory  You’ll Come                    - B. Fraser 

Spirit 
 

– SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION – 
  
Invitation 

We come walking and running and sometimes 
even tiptoeing into the possibility of this abundant feast.  
We want to believe in its promise and find its wonder revealed 
again and again in our everyday ordinary. 
 
Come, let us play with bread and with cup 
and our hearts full of song to be fed again with grace and love. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
It is here at this table that we remember all  
that God has done and all that God is doing right now. 
 
It is here that we give thanks for all that lives and breathes. 
We give thanks even for endings and death  
as newness and wonder comes anew.  
 
We give thanks for all the ways God introduces compassion  
and connection into our world and for every time  
we are reminded that God finds a way out of no way.  

 
We give thanks for our Creator and the endless work  
of redemption and renewal.  
 
We give thanks for Jesus and the path of love made possible. 
 
We give thanks for the Spirit whose presence guides us  
and bonds us in deeper communion. 
 
We give thanks to you, O God. Amen. 

 



 

Prayer 
O God, come and bless what we do here. May our eating and drinking in the 
love of God, broaden the way we think, deepen the way we feel, and send us 
out walking and running or maybe just tiptoeing into the world to share  in the 
work of creation with you, our God. Amen. 

 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

All who desire the Sacrament, including children, are invited to come 
forward at the direction of the deacons. You may kneel or stand to receive 
the elements. Consume the bread and drink from the cup as it is given to 

you, and hand your empty cup to one of the ushers. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life.  
We are fed by your love; we are strengthened by your life.  
We are sent forth into this world to live into the visions  
God has laid on our hearts. We are now commissioned to:  
feed as we have been fed, forgive as we have been forgiven, 
love as we have been loved. Thanks be to God.  Amen.   

 
*Closing Hymn  Soon and Very Soon                                         - A. Crouch 

1 Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
we are goin' to see the King! 
 
2 No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
we are goin' to see the King! 
 
3 No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
we are goin' to see the King! 
 



 

4 Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
we’re are goin' to see the King! 
 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah. 

 
 
*Benediction    
 
Postlude  (please be seated)       
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Notes: Today’s poem and liturgy was written by: rev. sarah speed | sanctifiedart.org. 
  



 

The flowers on the altar are in loving memory of my daughter, Janice Durante-
Cowan, on the anniversary of her passing. 
 

The yellow rose bud is presented in honor of Ida S. Martin by Larry and Sedonia 
Martin. 
 
 
Attendance Last Sunday: 19 at 8:30 am, 146 at 10:30 am, and 55 online.  

 
Watch worship live every Sunday at 10:30 am or on-demand: 
https://sundaystreams.com/go/ERUCC 
 

 
 
Today: December 4, 2022     Next Week: December 11, 2022 
Scripture Reader:  Dan Smith     Ron Terbush 
Deacons:     Mark Ulrich, Darryl Glick  Chuck Baldree, Matt Pomeroy 
Elder:      Starr Schaeberle    Tyler L. York 
Greeters:    Danielle Carbone, Sandy Gray  
    Anne Hoffman     
Welcome:   Ave Barr      
Audio/Visual:  Jeff Schaeberle, Larry Martin Jeff Schaeberle, Jeff Baker 
    Kelly Esslinger    Kendra Sampson 
Fellowship:  Green Team    Tyler L. York 
          Shelly and Eric Weakly 
Saturday Chimer:       Suzanne Morris    
Sunday Chimer: Tricia Coffey    Robin and David Cooney
 
 
FELLOWSHIP 
Please join us for fellowship in the Community Room after worship to chat with 
friends, welcome our visitors, and enjoy a time of refreshment. 
 

The Community Room, located on the 1st floor, is accessible by stairs or elevator. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
HOSPITAL AND PRAYER LIST  
Your pastor wants to be available when members of ERUCC are in the hospital. Please let us 
know so that we can visit with you and your family and provide support. We always ask 
permission before adding a name to be included in the prayer list or in the verbal 
announcements on a Sunday morning. There are many for whom we pray and visit whose 
names are not listed in the bulletin by their request. 
 
Please remember the following people in your prayers:  
Marcia Eisenstein, Bob Shafer, Joyce Kallevang (sister-in-law of Jeanellen Kallevang), Derek 
C. Hupp (grandson of Beanie and Gaylon Cornell), Barbara Rhoads, Barbara and Wayne Kolb 
(friends of Stefan and Judi Mach and Tony and Linda LaFianza), Conway Barnes (brother-in-
law of George and Linda Kline), Mary Ellen Baker, Pat Hevner, Jeannette Johnson, Jackie 
Keyser (sister-in-law of Betsy and Phil Selby), Tamara Tamas, Barbara Lee Crutchley (sister 
of Milt Crutchley), Marcy Channell (daughter of JoAnn Fritz), Paige Coffey, Jane Doll, Peggy 
Githerman, Emogene Wyand, Fran Wenner, Neremiah Castillo (niece of Andrew Beadle), 
Bonnie Devilbiss, The McCarty family, Tina Prescott (daughter in law of Barbara and Bill 
Prescott), Mary Remsberg, Heleen (sister of Karin Mens), Kathy Blue Shores (friend of Jean 
Fish and Barb Biser), Gretchen Manuel (niece of Audrey Rayfield), Debra Reedy (friend of 
Jean Fish and Barb Biser). 
 
  

 

Worship Next Week: We Can Choose a Better Way 
Matthew 1:18-25 | Isaiah 35:1-10 
As far as Joseph knows, his new wife has been unfaithful to him and broken their marriage 
contract. And yet, instead of punishment, he chooses not to publicly disgrace or humiliate her. 
This interruption in his life becomes a holy invitation when the angel comes to him in a dream 
and says, “Do not be afraid.” When he awakes, Joseph once again has the courage to choose 
a better way. He chooses to stay with Mary, to become an adoptive parent. He chooses peace 
over violence, grace over condemnation. When have our ancestors also chosen a better way, 
and when have they not? Isaiah 35 is a vision of what happens when we choose a better way: 
the wilderness blooms, water breaks forth in the desert, eyes are opened, ears are unstopped, 
sorrow and sadness flee away. A highway shall appear and it will become a holy way. 
 
The Senior Choir will be singing the Cantata. 



 

Sunday Education Opportunities for Adults 
 
LET’S STUDY THE BIBLE with The Reverends John & Rebecca Shillingburg  
        North Room / Zoom                    9:00 – 10:20 am 

Zoom: bit.ly/3QSB77N   Meeting ID: 833 1890 5798        Passcode: 891524 

Magi and Shepherds … Both … at the Manger? Did you grow up with a nativity scene as 
part of your family’s annual Christmas decorations? And were both the shepherds and the Wise 
Men present at the manger? Lots of us did … and many of us still display them in our homes 
each year. But, did you ever wonder why the Christmas story in Luke chapter 2 doesn’t 
mention the Wise Men? Or, in Matthew … where are the shepherds? And where are the 
Christmas stories in the gospels of Mark and John? 
 

Join the Let’s Study the Bible class for the four Sundays in Advent, beginning November 27, 
as we do a deep-dive into the stories of Jesus’ birth. No prior experience necessary, just bring 
your Bible … and your questions! 
 
 
LET’S TALK     Community Room                    9:30 – 10:15 am 

Today: Advent Study Handel’s Messiah. Conversation will focus on the message of 
PREPARATION in four selections from the Messiah. How do we prepare for God's coming 
in Jesus Christ as well as in our lives and in our world? All are welcome as we listen and share 
as God Still Speaks.         

Bass Recitative      “Thus saith the Lord”     Hag.  2:6-7, Mal.  3:1          
Bass Air        “But who may abide”     Mal. 3:2                                    
Chorus        “And he shall purify”     Mal. 3:3                                       
Alto Recitative       “Behold!  A virgin shall conceive”   Isa.7:14, Matt. 1:2 

 
Next Week: Advent Study Handel’s Messiah. God has promised deliverance. We are called 
to prepare. Now join with us as we hear and share the wondrous PROCLAMATION of what 
God is doing! God is Still Speaking and we are listening.      

Bass Air        “The people that walked in darkness”  Isa. 9:2                                    
Chorus        “For unto us a child is born”    Isa. 9:6                                       
Chorus        “Surely, He hath born our grief”   Isa.53:4-5 
 

  



 

Weekly Education Opportunities for Adults 
 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY with The Rev. Barbara Kershner Daniel 
The Heart That Grew Three Sizes 
Tuesdays, November 29 – December 20 North Room / Zoom          11:00 am – Noon 
Zoom: bit.ly/3TdUnOy   Meeting ID: 875 1423 3398       Passcode: 973365 

We don’t know why the Grinch hated Christmas. We just know he did. In this Advent study, 
Matt Rawle explores the faith themes in the Christmas classic, How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas! including, how did the Grinch’s heart grow three sizes come Christmas morning? 
How did Christmas save the Grinch? Could it be that the very thing we think we hate is the 
one thing that changes our lives? This Advent and Christmas season, look at a familiar classic 
through the lens of faith and see how Christ speaks to us through our culture. 

 
This Week at ERUCC 
  
2nd ANNUAL COOKIE SWAP                       
Sunday, December 4   Liz Coffey Room                         12:00 pm 

O-SNAP! It’s the 2nd annual cookie swap. Please consider sharing a cookie and 
recipe that has a generational connection. Bring 4 dozen cookies and an extra 
container to take your cookies home in. We will also be taking cookies to our 
members who are homebound. If you are interested or have any questions, please 
contact Starr Schaeberle at starr.schaeberle@comcast.net or (301) 662-6902. 

 

Let us know what kind of cookie you will bring to help ensure we have a good variety: 
bit.ly/ERcookies22. 
 
 
BEERS AND CARALEING                      
Wednesday, December 7  Flying Dog Brewery     7:00 – 9:00 pm 

A night of caroling, food, and beer. And celebrate the First 
Amendment with Jim Caruso, Founder of the 1st Amendment 
Society and CEO of Flying Dog Brewery. Non-alcoholic beverages 
are also available. Open to the public; must be 21+ with valid ID.  

 
 
CHIMES SERVICE AND LEARNING GROUP 
Thursday, December 8   Red Horse Inn                      12:00 pm 
The Chimes Service and Learning Group will hold our Christmas luncheon on December 8 at 
The Red Horse Inn at 12 noon. The Inn is opening for our group at 11:30 am in the lower rear 
entrance. We will be collecting wipes and diapers (size 5, 6, 7) to go to The Religious 
Coalition. RSVP to Sue Pinner (301) 228-2396. 



 

Upcoming at ERUCC 
 
ZOOM HAPPY HOUR – SHOW US YOUR DECORATIONS 
Wednesday, December 14  Zoom                         5:00 – 6:00 pm 
Zoom: bit.ly/ER22decor   Meeting ID: 811 4201 6609       Passcode: 099647  

Decorating the Christmas tree and our homes for the season is one of the 
most cherished traditions for many as families gather together, pull out 
boxes of beloved Christmas ornaments, and make memories together. 
These special items, moments and the memories held within form the 
traditions that we pass down from generation to generation. Grab a beverage 

and some snacks and join your friends from ERUCC for a Happy Hour of fun and 
conversation. If you wish, be prepared to show us your Christmas decorations, including any 
ornaments or décor with special meaning and memories.   
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, December 18  Community Room/Zoom         following 10:30 am service 
The Consistory invites you to attend ERUCC's annual congregational meeting on Sunday, 
December 18, following the 10:30 am service. Agenda items will include reports on 
Consecration Sunday outcomes, Property Committee capital projects, and sharing and 
approval of the proposed 2023 ERUCC mission spending plan. A light lunch will be served. 
We are the church, and everyone's participation is encouraged. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
Sunday, December 18   Main Sanctuary               5:00 pm 
It is time for the ERUCC Christmas Pageant! This is an exciting event each holiday season for 
all ages. This year we will be doing a version of the Christmas story called “A Spontaneous 
Christmas Pageant” and it is sure to be great fun! We will have two rehearsals: one on Sunday, 
December 11 following the 10:30 am service and one on Friday, December 16 in the evening.  
Dress rehearsal will occur immediately prior to the pageant in the late afternoon. If you are 
interested in participating, there are parts for everyone. Please reach out to Trish Coffey,  (240) 
815-9118 or trishcoffey1195@gmail.com or Pastor Kirstin, ksrhoads@erucc.org. 
 
 
 
 



 

CANDLELIGHT HISTORIC HOUSES OF WORSHIP TOUR 
Monday, December 26             Public Hours: 4:00 – 9:00 pm 

The beloved Candlelight Tour of Historic Houses of Worship returns 
this holiday season in Downtown Frederick. ERUCC is looking forward 
to welcoming many visitors into our buildings during the tour on 
Monday, December 26. We need you, our beloved ERUCC 
community, to be available on this night to welcome them. 
 

Sign up to help: bit.ly/cndLTour22. More details on shifts and duties 
will be released soon.  
 

Questions?  
Contact Julie Clark, jclarkad@yahoo.com or (301) 305-8181. 

 
 
FRANKLINTON CENTER WORK TRIP 
January 14 – 16, 2023          Open to adults and youth (7th – 12th grade) 

Please let Pastor Daniel know if you are interested in going on the work trip to 
The Franklinton Center at Bricks, a conference, retreat, and educational facility in 
eastern North Carolina with a focus on justice advocacy and leadership 
development.  

 

Franklinton Center is an historic center of transformation where issues affecting the 
marginalized, the oppressed, and the poor are addressed. A former plantation, Franklinton 
Center traces its beginnings to the founding of Franklinton Christian College in 1871 and the 
Congregationalist Bricks School in 1895. A merger of those two schools in the 1950s formed 
Franklinton Center at Bricks. The Center is related to the United Church of Christ.  
 

As with all church buildings, the more work volunteers can provide to maintain facilities, the 
more funds are available for programs and meeting the direct needs of people.  
 

The March work trip is open to adults and youth (7th - 12th grades) and costs $80 per person 
(includes housing and meals). The trip is subsidized by budgeted funds for mission trips.  
 
 

 



 

JOIN THE MOVEMENT AT ERUCC 
Because the Cross Is a Movement, Not a Moment! 
Saturday, January 21   Community Room            6:30 – 8:30 pm 

The ERUCC Mission and Social Action Committee 
invites you and your guests (middle school age and 
older) to join us for an evening of fellowship, a 
shared meal, and an intentional time to explore your 
faith passions, harness your gifts, and consider how 
you can be an agent of the Good News to help change 
the world into a better reflection of God’s love for 
all.   
 

Dinner will be provided and childcare for elementary 
age and younger can be arranged. Walking with us 
through a brief facilitated exercise, you will end the 
evening having identified a need in the world that is 

speaking most to you, explored how you would like to be part of the solution, and collaborated 
with others in the room who share your passion for being an agent of change. 

  
Join The Movement! Register at bit.ly/JOINmvmt or email your interest to 
pastorbeadle@gmail.com. 
 

Questions? Contact Michelle Beadle, Mission and Social Action Committee Chair, at 
pastorbeadle@gmail.com. 

 
Children and Family Ministry 
 
SAFE CHURCH TRAINING    Volunteers & Staff Working with Children & Youth 
Adults and teen volunteers (7th grade or above) who will be working with children and/or 
youth should plan to attend one of three training sessions: 

Saturday, December 3  9:00 – 11:00 am           Liz Coffey Room 
Monday, December 5  6:00 – 8:00 pm         Community Room 
Sunday, December 11  4:00 – 6:00 pm           Zoom 

 
Sign up in the Community Room during Fellowship or email Pastor Kirstin, 
ksrhoads@erucc.org. 
 
 
BABYSITTING NIGHT  
Sunday, December 16   Main Building           5:00 – 10:00 pm 
Members of the ERUCC Youth Group are willing and able to care for your children while you 
enjoy an evening out. Please contact the church office at erucc@erucc.org or (301) 662-2762 
if you wish to take advantage of this opportunity. Donations will be accepted towards our trip 
to the UCC General Synod meeting in Indianapolis and our trip to Germany in July. 



 

JUNIOR CHURCH 
On all Sundays except the first Sunday of each month, children aged 5 – 5th grade may go to 
Junior Church after the Thought for the Day. Junior Church, a space to join in creative spiritual 
formation activities, will take place in the Thomas Room most weeks. Parents should pick up 
children from Junior Church following service. 
 

Volunteer leaders needed! Contact Pastor Kirstin for more information and to express interest.  

 
Youth Group 
 
DRESS-UP CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Sunday, December 4   Community Room   6:00 – 7:30 pm 
Put on your finest and come for a special dinner. Renae Kline is organizing this evening on 
behalf of the parents. 
 

Help our Youth Group celebrate! Food donations are welcome. Sign up to donate needed 
grocery items: bit.ly/3DV9spZ. 

 
Additional Announcements 

 
ERUCC HISTORY BOOK AVAILABLE  
To commemorate the 275th Anniversary of ERUCC, the history book Unto Us has been 
updated to reflect our church history through 2020. The 8x11 hard backed history book, with 
color photo sections is available through the church office or on Sunday mornings.  
 

Thanks to a generous donor, the cost of the book for purchase is $20 per book. Call the church 
at (301) 662-2762 or email erucc@erucc.org to purchase. 
 
 
STAY INFORMED 

Read the ERUCC monthly newsletter, Trinity Chimes, for more information 
about activities, opportunities, and updates. You can find the newsletter in the 
back of the sanctuary and online at erucc.org.  
 

Please send announcements for the bulletin, Thursday Thoughts, or Trinity 
Chimes to erucc@erucc.org.  

 
VOLUNTEER FOR FELLOWSHIP  
Helping with Sunday Fellowship can be as easy as helping set up before worship, helping 
serve after worship, or bringing a special treat to share. Sign up at bit.ly/ERUCC_fellowship 
or talk with Laura Rhoderick or Starr Schaeberle for more details.  

 



 

Advent and Christmastide at ERUCC 
 
FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION …  

The stories, scriptures, and traditions of the 
Christmas season have been passed down to 
us throughout the generations. Many of us 
enter this season with a swell of memories 
and emotions as vast as the cultural and 

religious rituals this holiday holds. Like a tapestry woven throughout time, the Christmas 
story weaves us in—to remember how God has shown up in the past, to continue the work 
of collective liberation, to behold the presence of God in flesh and bone. The work of God 
is always unfolding—in and through us. This Advent, may you remember that you 
belong—to a story etched into the wrinkles of time, to generations that have come before 
and will come after, to a love that won’t let you go. 
 
 
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET 
Beginning with the first Sunday in Advent, this daily devotional follows the Christmas 
story through Epiphany. Including art, poetry, and reflections for the Season of Advent, 
this devotional is available in the rear of the Main Sanctuary, in Trinity Chapel, or by 
calling the church office at (301) 662-2762.  
 
 
MID-WEEK ADVENT SERVICES 
A Surprising God 
Wednesdays, November 30 – December 21                               12:00 – 1:00 pm 
Service of Prayer in Trinity Chapel, followed by a soup lunch and reflection.  
 

The world is slowly emerging from the worst global emergency in a century, and the myriad 
struggles of the contemporary moment—division, isolation, illness, and uncertainty—make 
living our faith a challenge. For Christians, a number of questions have gained new urgency: 
Where do we find hope when it seems in such short supply? Where are the signs of God's 
peace in this divided world? Where do we find a deeper sense of joy? 
 
Thomas G. Long and Donyelle C. McCray remind us that these are the questions of Advent 
in their new daily devotional, A Surprising God. Mindful of the stresses of life today in a world 
torn apart by conflict, marked by political division, and in the midst of a global health crisis, 
these devotions for Advent and Christmas invite readers to honest reflection on the challenges 
of being people of faith in this moment. Long and McCray explore what it means to wait for 
our salvation, to be open to the surprising thing that God is about to do, and to find hope in 
God's choice of the small and the insignificant. 
 
 



 

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 
Thursday, December 22   Trinity Chapel               7:30 pm 
The purpose of this service is to provide a setting where people can come together in 
acknowledgment that, for many, this is a difficult time of the year. The service includes 
scripture, meditations, hymns, prayers, and the lighting of candles. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES            
Saturday, December 24  
Children’s Service     Main Sanctuary              5:30 pm 
Candlelight & Carol Service   Main Sanctuary     7:30 pm 
Communion Service    Trinity Chapel             10:30 pm 
 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES               
Sunday, December 25           
8:30 am in Trinity Chapel and 10:30 am in Main Sanctuary 
Today’s service will be a simple Sabbath after all the festivities of the past weeks. It will be a 
chance in the quiet of the morning to remember, rejoice, and respond to grace flowing freely 
in the humble birth of the God-made-flesh. It is also a chance for our church to gather as the 
family of God. There will not be Sunday School, Junior Church, Nursery Care, or Fellowship. 

 
Sunday Morning Schedule 
 
8:30 – 9:15 am   Worship, Trinity Chapel 

9:30 am – 12:00 pm Nursery Care, Main Building 

9:30 – 10:15 am   Adult Education, Main Building 
   Let’s Talk (9:30 am) and Let’s Study the Bible (9:00 am) 

9:30 – 10:10 am   Children’s Sunday School, Trinity Chapel 
   Ages 3 – 2nd Grade, 3rd – 6th Grade, Confirmation Class  

10:10 – 10:25 am   Children’s Music & Movement, Trinity Chapel 
   Pre-K through high school 

10:30 – 11:30 am   Worship, Main Sanctuary 

11:30 am   Fellowship, Community Room 

11:30 am – 12:00 pm Cambridge Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Flora Room 
   Pre-K through high school 
 
 



 

 


