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On July 14, I had the privilege of attending the 
inaugural meeting of the Key City Rotary Club. 
The large room at the ARC was filled with mem-
bers of the community to celebrate this new ser-

vice club that proclaims its mission as: “To make a mean-
ingful difference in Frederick County and beyond by putting 
our values into action. Our vision is a community where 
people unite and serve to create lasting change.”
 A banner at the event listed the club’s values: inclusion, 
service, flexibility, and integrity. Who wouldn’t want to be 
part of that organization? Currently, these values—espe-
cially when put into action—are more important and im-
pactful than ever.
 Those of us who are in Rotary know the club and its 
members are guided by what we call the “four-way test”: 
Is it the truth? Is it fair to all concerned? Will it build 
goodwill and better friendships? Will it be beneficial to all 
concerned?
 There was a powerful energy in the room as people 
claimed the club’s mission, vision, and values. And it got 
me to thinking: Is ERUCC as clear about its mission, vi-
sion, and values as Rotary? Do we embody an excitement 
about who we are and what we do? Is there energy in our 
life together, so much so that people are asking us how to 
belong, join, and get involved?
 And if not, why not?
 I have been a Rotarian for 29 years and am very proud 
of the work this service organization does in our commu-
nity and around the world.
 And yet, while Rotary provides service opportunities, it 
misses the international life we share in the Church, where 
we embrace the gifts of people of all ages—not as people 
to help but as people who also serve. The Church commu-
nity provides advocacy for those whose voices have been Pastor Barbara Daniel
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silenced. The Church provides a sacred space where our 
souls may be filled with contemplation, prayer, song, and 
learning. In the wake of a tragedy such as a school shoot-
ing, which is sadly all too common these days, the church 
is not reciting the Rotary four-way test. We are looking 
within for words of comfort from God and our ancestors. 
We are reciting the 23rd Psalm, the Lord’s Prayer, and 
Jesus’ words about being with us always. We show up in 
churches and in community places and light candles in the 
dark.
 A few weeks ago, one of our newer members asked me 
about our mission statement. She remembered seeing it 
in the new member packet but wondered why it was not 
posted in other places and why we did not use it more 
often. What a great question.

 So, here it is:

We, the members of this congregation, seek to celebrate 
in word and deed the gospel of Jesus Christ, by 

nurturing spiritual growth through worship, study, and 
prayer; by caring for one another as God cares for us; 

and by proclaiming God's love for all people as we work 
to help our neighbors near and far. We commit ourselves 

to develop and implement specific programs to fulfill 
our mission.

 ERUCC has a mission. We gather around the values of 
inclusion and authenticity. How can we embrace who we 
are and what we are called to do with renewed commit-
ment and joy?
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OCTOBER 2 ~ WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
This morning we celebrate World Communion Sunday. This day is observed in many parts of the world to acknowledge 
the fact that Christians around the world are–symbolically–gathered around a common table. 2 Timothy 1:1-7 opens 
with thanksgiving for the faith of Timothy and for those who have helped to form the faith of this young leader. In the 
Gospel lesson, Luke 17:5-10, Jesus speaks to his disciples about forgiveness and faith, concluding with a parable about 
dutiful servants. 
Holy Communion will be shared at the chancel rail this morning. The Senior Choir will be singing.

OCTOBER 9
The Gospel lesson is Luke 17:11-19. In Samaria, beyond the boundaries of Israel, Jesus meets 10 lepers. He heals them 
and is amazed by the gratitude of one.
Spirit will be sharing in music leadership this morning.

OCTOBER 16
Justice, love, and faithfulness are at the heart of the new covenant that God makes with the people in Jeremiah 31:27-
34. As the prophet describes the covenant that leads the people out of slavery but was eventually broken by their un-
faithfulness, the writer describes the nature of this new covenant written on their hearts. Luke 18:1-8 includes a parable 
from Jesus about their “need to pray always and not to lose heart.” We are told of a persistent widow seeking justice 
against an unfavorable judge as an indication of our state in seeking justice in relation to a very favorable God. 
The Senior Choir will be singing. We welcome our German friends from Inden-Langerwehe this morning. 

OCTOBER 23
Jesus tells a shocking story in Luke 18:9-14, in which the bad tax collector is justified and the righteous Pharisee is 
unjustified. Jesus tells this story to those who trust in themselves for their righteousness and look upon others with 
contempt.
The Senior Choir will be singing. 

OCTOBER 30 ~ CONSECRATION SUNDAY AND REFORMATION SUNDAY
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 praises the community for which it is written, a community that is steadfast in the face of 
persecution. Luke 19:1-10 tells of Jesus’encounter with Zacchaeus and the crowd that criticizes him for being the guest 
of a sinner.
The Senior Choir will be singing. Today we will give God thanks by considering our contributions to God’s work in the coming 
year. A special catered luncheon to follow. 

WORSHIP NOTES: OCTOBER

Beginning October 2

LET’S STUDY THE BIBLE 
with The Reverends John & Rebecca Shillingburg 

He told them a parable . . . 
North Room / Zoom - 9-10:20 a.m.
Zoom: bit.ly/3QSB77N Meeting ID: 833 1890 5798 Passcode: 891524

He told them a parable . . . 
Whenever we hear this in a reading from the gospels, be prepared to DUCK! While they may appear to be simple 
stories telling a moral, there’s often a lot more going on in the parables. And Jesus’ real meaning may be at odds with 
the simple moral we have heard so many times. Join us as we delve into these enigmatic stories told by Jesus . . . stories 
that often left even the disciples scratching their heads in confusion.
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION: OCTOBER

LET’S TALK 9:30-10:15 a.m. ~ Community Room

A Month of Focus on Mission and Social Justice Topics

OCTOBER 2 - WHEN TEACHING A MAN TO FISH ISN’T ENOUGH
We all know the old adage: “Give a man a fish and he eats for a day. Teach a man to fish and he eats for a lifetime.”  But 
does he though? The Mission and Social Action Committee invites you to join this discussion about how we as disciples 
of Christ are called to do the work of compassion and justice in a complex world.  By identifying the root causes of 
suffering and celebrating the power of partnerships to meet the demands of our day, we advance God’s promises.

OCTOBER 9 - AARCH SOCIETY OF FREDERICK 
(African-American Resources and Cultural Heritage)
The AARCH Society is a “first voice” organization in which the people of a culture speak for themselves about their his-
tory, heritage, and culture. Seaven Gordon, AARCH vice president, will share information about the AARCH Society’s 
role in collecting and preserving Frederick’s African-American history. Come learn first-hand about how the AARCH 
Society highlights the history, rich heritage, culture and contributions of African-Americans in Frederick County. 

OCTOBER 9, 2 P.M. ~ AARCH WALKING TOUR     
Meet at the AARCH Heritage Center, 125 East All Saints St., Frederick, MD 21701.
Explore the history of the southern section of Frederick City From the African-American Perspective! Join us for a 
60-90-minute unique walking tour as an AARCH tour guide takes us on an informative exploration of local history on 
All Saints Street and the surrounding area. Learn about the cultural and historical importance of the neighborhood that 
was the center of the African-American community up until the early 1960s. There is a 15-person limit to the tour group. 
A donation is $7 is suggested and can be paid to ERUCC. Please RSVP to erucc@erucc.org.

OCTOBER 16 - CENTRO HISPANO 
Centro Hispano is rooted in the vibrant culture of the diverse Latino community of Frederick County. Maria Shuck, 
director of Centro Hispano, will highlight some of the programs they offer that create life-changing opportunities for 
the greater Frederick community. We will also explore ways in which ERUCC can support the work they are doing.

OCTOBER 23 ~ HOW THE WORD IS PASSED
Book Discussion    
A deeply researched and transporting exploration of the legacy of slavery 
and its imprint on centuries of American history. Calling all book club 
members to help in the discussion of this important book. We read it 
last spring but it made such an impression that we wanted the whole 
congregation to experience it too.

OCTOBER 30 ~ CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM: 
NOT PO-TAY-TOES AND PO-TAH-TOES
What do potatoes have to do with Christian Nationalism? For far too long, the fullness of the American Christian family 
has ignored critical core conflicts in our approaches to the Gospel by reducing them to mere differences in semantics, 
style, and worship preferences, all in the name of Christian harmony. Anything to “not call the whole thing off.” But our 
reward for conflict avoidance is now an entrenched Christian nationalism that corrupts the Gospel message and threat-
ens to undo God’s work of justice and peace. Join this discussion about the sources, characteristics, and manifestations 
of Christian nationalism in our American context.
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< WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
2 p.m. - North Room
Through October 26 with Esther Ziegler
 What should contemporary Christians make of the 
last book of the New Testament? Greg Carey, Professor 
of New Testament at Lancaster Theological Seminary, 
offers an accessible guide to the Book of Revelation in 
his new book Faithful & True: A Study Guide to the Book 
of Revelation. Rather than translating the fantastic and 
metaphorical language of the first century, he invites us to 
learn what those first Christians were facing in their time 
and culture and use it to engage the urgent questions we 
face as Christians today.
 Books are available through the church office and the 
reading for each session will be about 10 pages long plus 
assigned passages in scripture.

< TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
11 a.m. – Noon ~ North Room, ERUCC Parish House
Through October 4 with Richard Leslie
North Room & Zoom: bit.ly/3TdUnOy Meeting ID: 875 1423 3398 Passcode: 973365
Embracing Spiritual Awakening Guide: Diana Butler Bass on the Dynamics of Experiential Faith
 Best-selling author, speaker, scholar, and “cultural observer” Diana Butler Bass explores what Christianity may look 
like “beyond religion and beyond the church.” In this engaging and provocative study, Diana leads a small group of 
diverse adults, young adults, and youth in a fascinating discussion of how, both culturally and spiritually, we are in the 
midst of another of history’s “great awakenings.”
Session Titles: Waking Up, Believing, Behaving, Belonging, Awakening

October 11 – November 22 with Pastor Daniel
North Room & Zoom: bit.ly/3TdUnOy Meeting ID: 875 1423 3398 Passcode: 973365
Faithful & True: A Study Guide to the Book of Revelation
 “What in the world are we to make of the dizzying array of grand and grotesque images ‘revealed’ to an early Christ-fol-
lower named John? Enter the expert scholar-teacher Greg Carey as the perfect docent through Revelation’s stunning gallery. 
Carey orients us to a ‘faithful and true’ focus on the ‘faithful and true’ Christ—a vital corrective to fanciful and false readings 
of Revelation that remain wildly popular.” (-F. Scott Spencer, author of Salty Wives, Spirited Mothers, and Savvy Widows)
 What should modern readers make of the fantastical Revelation to John? Carey offers an accessible guide to the 
daunting Book of Revelation, inviting us not to decode every symbol or tame every dragon, but rather to engage the 
urgent questions of power and loyalty.

FALL ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
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 GREEN TEAM NEWS

OCTOBER 9, 2 P.M. ~ AARCH WALKING TOUR   
 Meet at the AARCH Heritage Center, 125 East All Saints St., Frederick, MD 21701.
Explore the history of the southern section of Frederick City From the African-American Perspective! Join us for a 
60-90-minute unique walking tour as an AARCH tour guide takes us on an informative exploration of local history on 
All Saints Street and the surrounding area. Learn about the cultural and historical importance of the neighborhood that 
was the center of the African-American community up until the early 1960s. There is a 15-person limit to the tour group. 
A donation is $7 is suggested and can be paid to ERUCC. Please RSVP to erucc@erucc.org.

ELECTRICITY’S IN THE AIR
 Our team recently hosted a presentation by Kathleen Rall and Barb 
Trader, two leaders and energy experts with Frederick’s Multi-faith Alli-
ance of Climate Stewards, or MACS. 
 Their presentation highlighted the many benefits of converting appli-
ances and vehicles from gas to electric.
 This could include everything from your air conditioner to your car 
to your stove. With 73 
percent of our nation’s 
emissions coming from 
burning fossil fuels to 
create energy, it makes 
sense to switch to elec-
tric to help reduce 
those emissions.
 The move also can 

help you save on your bottom line. Federal, state, and local tax credits are 
available. Thanks in part to recent legislation, substantial federal credits 
are now available for new and used electric vehicles, solar installation, 
heat pumps, water heaters, stoves, and lots of other things. 
 A good first step to electrifying everything is to take an inventory. 
Look at all the things in your possession that have a motor or a heating element. Which ones are already electric and which 
ones aren’t? You don’t have to replace them all at once, but when their shelf life is at an end it may be worth planning on 
making the switch.
 For more information on MACS, visit www.macsfrederick.org. To learn more about federal tax credits, visit www.ener-
gystar.gov/about/federal_tax_credits.

CHIMES LEARNING AND SERVICE GROUP 
will meet October 13 in the North Meeting room at 11 a.m. Our guest speaker is from SHIP, the 

Student Homelessness Initiative Partnership of Frederick County, to share information on how they 
provide critical resources and urgent services for Frederick youth experiencing homelessness. For more 

information contact Sue Pinner at 301-228-2396.

Thank  You
We give thanks to Arthur Slade for his many years of teaching Sunday School, starting with the upper 

elementary grades and then following the group into pre-confirmation. His time, energy, and 
commitment are much appreciated. 



Celebrating
Alison Elaine Shafer, Organist and Music Director
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TUESDAYS WITH TED
6-7 p.m.
Zoom: https://bit.ly/3f4pkVP
Meeting ID: 923 9891 8264 Passcode: 313735

TED is a nonprofit devoted to 
spreading ideas, usually in the 
form of short, powerful talks 
(18 minutes or less). TED be-
gan in 1984 as a conference 

where Technology, Entertainment, and Design converged, 
and today covers almost all topics — from science to business 
to global issues — in more than 100 languages. The group 
watches a TED Talk and then discusses the ideas raised in 
the presentation. 

OCTOBER 11
Your Elusive Creative Genius 
with Elizabeth Gilbert 
Elizabeth Gilbert muses on the impos-
sible things we expect from artists and 
geniuses -- and shares the radical idea 
that instead of the rare person “being” 

a genius, all of us “have” a genius. It's a funny, personal, 
and surprisingly moving talk.

NOVEMBER 8
Grit: The Power of Passion 
and Perseverance 
with Angela Lee Duckworth
Leaving a high-flying job in consult-
ing, Angela Lee Duckworth took a job 
teaching math to seventh graders in a 
New York public school. She quickly 
realized that IQ wasn’t the only thing separating successful 
students from those who struggled. Here, she explains her 
theory of “grit” as a predictor of success.

CONSECRATION SUNDAY 
IS COMING
 Congregations that approach financial stewardship from 
a biblical perspective do not view the money Christians 
give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, 
such congregations see financial contributions as a way to 
help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God 
by supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a 
percentage of their incomes.
 Our congregation’s stewardship and generosity com-
mittee has selected the Consecration Sunday Stewardship 
Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual princi-
ples of generous giving in our stewardship education em-
phasis this year.
 Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy 
of the need of the giver to give for his or her own spiritual 
development, rather than on the need of the church to 
receive. Instead of treating people like members of a social 
club who should pay dues, we will treat people like follow-
ers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act 
of discipleship. Consecration Sunday encourages people 
toward proportionate and systematic giving in response 
to the question, “What percentage of my income is God 
calling me to give?” 
 During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, Oc-
tober 30, we are asking our attendees and members, in 
person and online, to make their financial commitments 
to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational 
ministries in this community and around the world.
 Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate 
of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending morning 
worship on Consecration Sunday. We urge people to at-
tend who feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The 
procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal 
embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card.
 You will not receive an Estimate of Giving Card in the 
mail before Consecration Sunday. During morning wor-
ship our guest leader will conduct a brief period of instruc-
tion and inspiration, climaxed by members making their 
commitments as a confidential act of worship.
 We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday 
events through the Consecration Sunday team, Consisto-
ry members, and committee chairs. Since we will make 
no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, 
we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit 
everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship.
 Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in 
Consecration Sunday events.

Peter Brehm
President, ERUCC Consistory
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October Birthdays
03 Jane Doll 04 Terri Perper, 
Peyton Bowen 05 Gail Ellam  
06 Lisa Ausherman 07 Alex Martinez  
08 Luke Chappell 09 Don Wyand 
14 Laurie Pryor, Denman Schmid  

15 Bill Gourlie, Wes Bowen 16 Bruce Wilson   
17 Robert Morris 18 Mary Eikel, Kimberly Brown  
19 Cynthia H. Smith, Ave Barr, Will Duncan, Dan 
Smith 20 Austin Byrd 22 Jack Day 24 Betsy Selby  
27 Bonnie Devilbiss 28 Bob Long, Carolyn Roberts  
30 Laura Broderick 31 Keith Campbell
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SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
 Beginning October 2, we will have a Younger and Older 
Elementary Class. The younger group (age 3 to second grade) 
will meet in the same downstairs room as before.
 The older group (grades 3-5) will meet upstairs in Trinity 
Chapel. Both groups will return downstairs for Music and 
Movement and to be checked out. 
 We continue to need volunteers to help our children learn 
about their faith. This includes lead teachers who might 
volunteer for a 6-8 week season of curriculum, specifically a 
3-5th grade teacher for November/December, one secondary 
teacher for 6-8 weeks or longer, substitute teachers, and door 
monitors who sit in the chapel to greet families, direct others to 
the main church building, and remain until all kids have been 
picked up. 
 Our Sunday School curriculum is currently following a 
Pentecost and Creation theme. Each week has something like 
a storm, bodies of water, rainbows, etc. that will be the imagery 
focus of the theme and scripture passage. The curriculum comes 
from Seasons of the Spirit. This season lasts through Pentecost 
and then we will move into an Advent curriculum.

Coming Soon! 
Participant Forms: The Education Committee has a 
new form to be completed for each child. (youth and 
adults already have a form). This serves as registration and 
permission to care for in an emergency especially if offsite for 
a God’s Kids event. Look for these to come home with your 
Sunday School kids and return them as soon as you can.
Midweek Ministry Moments: Each week Pastor Kirstin 
will be sharing a brief midweek video to follow up the 
Sunday School lesson each week. This can be found by 
following a link on the website and a link on Thursday 
Thoughts. Videos will include reading the scripture from 
the previous Sunday and offering one question, thought, 
or activity for your family to engage in. 
Survey: A five-question Survey for Families will be 
shared online through Facebook and through Thursday 
Thoughts. Your input during summer listening sessions, 
paired with this survey, will continue to guide Kirstin in 

creating engaging community and ministry opportunities 
for our children and families. 
Junior Church: Volunteers are needed to lead creative 
activities for Junior Church. Do you have a passion or talent 
that you can share in three or four 20-minute sessions? 
Our PK through 5th-grade children can then leave the 
service after the Thought for the Day and participate in 
an interactive activity. We are interested in high school 
students to be our second leader during Junior Church.  
Have an idea? Want to help? Contact Pastor Kirstin: 
ksrhoads@erucc.org  
Creation Post Card: Our students will be invited to create 
a postcard for creation as a part of a UCC elementary-aged 
art competition. This project has about six weeks to be 
completed. Details and deadlines to come!
Safe Church Volunteer Training: Next date for training 
will be in November! 

Save the Date: 
More Details and Sign Ups Soon!! 
Saturday, October 15 Time to be announced. Pumpkin 
Patch and CampFire Family Meet Up at Summer’s 
Farm! This first family meet-up of the fall will also be with 
our German families. 
October 12 or 13 Tiny Tots Play Day! This morning will 
be a great time for both organized and free play, while 
parents can begin to Get to Know Pastor Kirstin.

Sunday, October 23, 12-2 p.m. “What’s the Scoop” Pizza 
and ice cream sundaes. This afternoon will be a great time 
for families/caregivers of elementary children to engage 
in some Get to Know You Games led by Pastor Kirstin and 
parents can get to know her over an ice cream sundae 
extravaganza! 
Thursday, October 20, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Pumpkin Extrav-
aganza! God’s Kids Club will decorate, bake, and play 
relay games and make sticky crafts with pumpkins! Pump-
kin chocolate chip cookies and mini pumpkin pies will be 
treats for us and will also become gifts to some friends on 
our prayer list. 

Greetings from Pastor Kirstin! 
 Thank you for the many ways that the ERUCC congregation is welcoming me to the church and community. I’ve 
begun to get to know some of the families with children and others as well.
 I’m excited to share some updates in the Children’s Ministry to look forward to in October! To help those who 
haven’t been involved in the Children’s Ministry at ERUCC, or who just need a refresher, Sunday School is in 
Trinity Chapel at 9:30 a.m. Immediately following Sunday school is Music and Movement, going right up to before 
church begins. God’s Kids’ Club is for our elementary-aged kids. During events on our days off from school, Middle 
and High School kids are welcome to come as participants and to help with the leadership of activities. Our Tiny 
Tots describe activities for parents/caregivers with kids who are PK and younger. They revolve around supportive 
conversation, shared parenting development, and a safe place to relax.
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ERUCC BOOK GROUP
(Contact Pam Shepp at pam@vitalsources.com for more information)
The group meets in the Liz Coffey Room at 7:00 p.m. with Zoom option.
https://bit.ly/3C0iXfl     Meeting ID: 848 7056 7574   Passcode: 226669

OCTOBER 25
Of Women and Salt 
by Gabriela Garcia
From 19th-century cigar factories to pres-
ent-day detention centers, from Cuba to 
Mexico, Gabriela Garcia’s Of Women and 
Salt is a kaleidoscopic portrait of betray-
als—personal and political, self-inflicted 

and those done by others—that have shaped the lives of 
these extraordinary women. A haunting meditation on the 
choices of mothers, the legacy of the memories they carry, 
and the tenacity of women who choose to tell their stories 
despite those who wish to silence them, this is more than 
a diaspora story; it is a story of America’s most tangled, 
honest, human roots.

NOVEMBER 29
Fever by Mary Beth Keane
Mary Beth Keane has written a spectac-
ularly bold and intriguing novel about 
the woman known as “Typhoid Mary,” 
the first person in America identified as a 
healthy carrier of Typhoid Fever.
A determined “medical engineer” no-

ticed that she left a trail of disease wherever she cooked, 
and identified her as an “asymptomatic carrier” of  typhoid 
fever. With this seemingly preposterous theory, he made 
Mallon a hunted woman. The Department of Health sent 
Mallon to North Brother Island, where she was kept in 
isolation from 1907 to 1910, then released under the con-
dition that she never work as a cook again.
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 With approval by both the Elders and the Consistory, 
ERUCC is pausing on the rental of  the Community Room 
and other spaces for wedding receptions, birthday parties, 
quinceaneras, and other similar events, most of  which take 
place on weekends. We will continue supporting our primary 
goal of  offering space at discounted rates or for free to 
organizations like the Frederick County Health Department, 
Religious Coalition, Heartly House, and others whose missions 
align with ours. In addition, we will continue to provide 
an affordable space for ERUCC families to use for family 
celebrations. Congregation members renting the space will do 
so with the understanding that they will handle room set-up/
break down before and after the event as well as cleaning after 
the event. As part of  this, ERUCC will honor existing rental 
commitments we have made. There are many events booked for 
the remainder of  2022, with these commitments reducing as we 
move into 2023.
 We are taking this step because of  the demands that operating 
this space – including tours of  the space, preparing contracts, 
event planning, and answering the many questions that arise 
for especially larger, more complicated weekend events, event 
set up, on-site AV, and allied support, greeting, and late nights 
demanded by weekend events -- have had on, especially staff 
but also congregational volunteers. It has become apparent 
that the management of  especially the larger rentals is beyond 
what ERUCC can manage appropriately. Further, even if  we 
made a decision to hire more staff – and we have tried to do 
so – the labor market is such that there is no more staff out 

there to hire. 
 ERUCC’s primary mission is not to be a space rental 
business. It is to be The Church, and it’s clear that the 
management of  the events is getting in the way of  staff and 
congregational members’ time doing the work that we are 
called to do as The Church. Even in terms of  economics, 
with ERUCC’s budget of  a million dollars, the $40,000 in 
Community Room rental income we might have anticipated 
by renting space to especially larger weekend groups is not 
worth it. If  we were using these events as evangelism and 
welcoming opportunities, that would be different.  
 The church staff will work on revising the ERUCC website 
text and application form to reflect this new approach to these 
spaces, though in any case we are currently not accepting any 
new rentals for the rest of  this year and 2023. 
 I am grateful to the many paid and volunteer members of  
the ERUCC family who have helped out moving furniture, 
assisting with AV, greeting, cleaning up/resetting the room, 
and in other ways supporting Community Room rentals over 
the past years. At some point in the future, we might revisit our 
approach, but for now, the optimal path forward is to place 
our focus on other efforts.
 I welcome any questions you have. Please send them to me 
at pbrehm@comcast.net. 

Peter Brehm, President of  the Consistory
Pastor Daniel 

ERUCC IS PAUSING 
COMMUNITY ROOM RENTALS

KENTUCKY MISSION TRIP
NOVEMBER 12-19
 ERUCC members and friends will travel to Kentucky 
to work with Fuler Center Disaster ReBuilders, a 501(c)(3) Christian or-
ganization dedicated to serving the victims of major disasters in the United 
States. The group was formed in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in 
2005 and has supported rebuilding after all major hurricanes since. Their 
clients homeowners are low-income and underinsured. The Fuller Center 
uses volunteer labor to make rebuilding more affordable and is financed 
from donations and grants.
 On December 10, 2021, Kentucky was hit by record-setting, catastroph-
ic tornadoes. A “long-track” twister was on the ground for almost 200 
miles and hit 11 counties, including the small towns of Dawson Springs 
and Bremen. The Fuller Center is partnering with First Christian Church 
of Madisonville, centrally located between Dawson Springs and Bremen, to 
house volunteers and begin rebuilding these communities. 
 We will leave Saturday, November 12 and drive to Kentucky to enjoy 
a free evening and Sunday prior to starting work on Monday, November 
14. Please let Keith Stickley (keith.stickley@montgomerycountymd.gov) or 
Pastor Daniel (bkdaniel@erucc.org) for more information or if you are in-
terested in going. While construction-related skills are welcome, we need 
all kinds of skills to make the trip work so do not hesitate to consider this 
opportunity. 

ERUCC YOUTH SCHEDULE 
- OCTOBER
Friday & Saturday, October 7-8
Confirmation Retreat

October 14-23 ~ Visit of our German Friends 
from Langerwehe and Inden

Sunday, October 30 6-7:30 p.m. ~ 
Mystery Night Thanks to Barb Barry and Thi 
Nguyen for planning this fun evening. 

Sunday, November 6 ~ Pancake Breakfast
Thanks to parents Joe and Marc for helping to 
plan and organize this fundraising effort for our 
summer trips.
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Dear ERUCC Family and Friends,
 I was overwhelmed by the cel-
ebration of my 40th anniversary 
at ERUCC that you prepared and 
participated in. Thank you for an 
exciting, enjoyable, perfect day. I 
especially would like to recognize 
and thank the committee mem-
bers who so creatively planned 
and produced this special occa-
sion. And thanks to all of you for 
the warm wishes and love you 
showed me.

With love,
Alison 🎶



14    Evangelical Reformed United Church of Christ • October 2022

GOD’S KIDS CLUB VISITS FOXIE G FOUNDATION FARM 
IN UNION BRIDGE ON SEPTEMBER 26
 Who knew that a racehorse had so many options for their next career after they stop racing? They can be trail ride 
horses, barrel racehorses, partners for experienced riders, therapy animals, and fox hunting horses, among other things! 
Who knew that too often racehorses who are injured or considered “old” are neglected or euthanized? In between 
feeding mostly thoroughbred horses carrots, Twinkies, peppermints, and homemade treats, our students learned about 
The Foxie G. Foundation’s work, which includes adopting over 40 horses a year! In addition to this meaningful pur-
pose, and named after their first rescue horse, Foxie G, this farm is also a sanctuary for abandoned cats. Angela Brittain, 
our congregational member who introduced us to Foxie G., spends much time volunteering to trap feral cats and get 
them needed health care before returning them to their home location. For some cats, the farm is the best place to find 
a home.
 Pastor Daniel spoke both before and during our activity, reminding us that we are all God’s creation and that as a part 
of God’s creation, we look out for each other. There is more to these horses than just the purpose of making money for 
their owners. God created them and they can live with a new calling and purpose. They are beloved by God and should 
be fed, housed, and groomed because that is what they need to be taken care of.  
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ERUCC completes the Camino Frances. Photo is in front of the cathedral in Santiago de Compostela. 
Joe Adkins, Barbata Kershner Daniel, Ken Daniel, Paulette Shockey, David Petrucci

GERMAN VISITORS FROM INDEN AND LANGERWEHE
 The Rev. Daniel Mueller-Thor will lead a group of 16 youth and adults to Frederick October 14-23. We are still 
working on the program and will have details soon. If you are interested in hosting for this event and available to 
participate in activities, please let Pastor Daniel know.  

Doris Esslinger
Doris lives at Moravian Village in 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania and is the 
grandmother of Kelly Esslinger. She 
joins worship though online lives-
tream. Doris was attracted to ERUCC 
because it is open and affirming and 
she appreciates the church’s com-
mitment to 
serve the 
community 
and that the 
inspiration-
al sermons 
are Biblical-
ly based but 
also rele-
vant for our 
present-day 
situation. 

Niel & Kathleen Jefferson 
Niel and Kathleen call Lake Linganore home. They 
are happily retired, which gives them more time with 
their blended family of four adult children. Niel and 
Kathleen’s family includes two bodacious rescues, 
and they devote their free time volunteering for the 
Frederick Friends of County Animal Shelter.

Rev. Sheresa
Simpson-Rice 
Rev. Sheresa Simpson-Rice 
and her husband Karl have one 
son and daughter in law. She 
enjoys movies and in her travels 
searches for diners, dives and 
drive-in movies.

Welcome New Members
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15 West Church Street
Frederick, MD 21701

301-662-2762

ERUCC CHURCH STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel ~ Senior Pastor ~ bkdaniel@erucc.org

The Rev. Frederick Wenner ~ Pastor Emeritus
The Rev. Kirstin Shrom-Rhoads ~ Associate for Faith Formation and Parish Life ~ ksrhoads@erucc.org

Alison E. Shafer ~ Director of Music ~ alisonshafermusic@yahoo.com
Tyler York ~ Office Administrator ~ tyork@erucc.org

Jaci Clayton ~ Facilities ~ jclayton@erucc.org
Tricia Coffey ~ Head Chimer & Children & Youth Choir Director ~ trishcoffey1195@gmail.com

Kelly Esslinger ~ Bell Choir & Events Coordinator ~ kellbell.erucc@gmail.com
Jenna Duranko ~ Social Media Coordinator ~ plutojd@msn.com

Sherry Murray ~ Nursery Attendant
Angela Brittain ~ Designer, Trinity Chimes ~ angela3cats@yahoo.com | Scott Harris ~ Editor, Trinity Chimes

 SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
 8:30 – 9:15 Worship in Trinity Chapel
 9:30 – noon Nursery Care (nursery, ground floor, main building)
 9:30 – 10:15 Adult Education (main building)
  Let’s Talk (9:30 a.m.) and Let’s Study the Bible (9 a.m.)
 9:30 – 10:10 Sunday School for Children (Trinity Chapel)
 10:10 – 10:25 Children’s Music and Movement
 10:30 – 11:30 Worship in main sanctuary
 11:30 – Noon Children and youth hand chimes rehearsal
 11:30  Fellowship in the Community Room


