


Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. We extend a special welcome to our guests.

F or Children: We have trained nursery staff (paid nursery attendant as

well as adult volunteers) for ages 0-4. The nursery is located on the /{/we
first floor outside of the Community Room. (Accessible by the stairs from to ERUCC
the Church Street Entrance or via the elevator). Children ages 5 and Yo

above are invited to stay and worship with their families. Children’s
programs, books, and crayons are located in the rear of the sanctuary near the welcome table.

ymn selections can be found in the black hymnals in the pew racks or printed in the bulletin.

If you are visiting and did not stop at the welcome desk in the downstairs lobby please stop
by after the service they would love to meet you or, please feel free to reach out to someone sitting
near you and ask them questions about the service or church. Many of our visitors ask us about
the time of offering. This is a time in our service when we respond to God’s gifts of love by
offering the gifts of our lives. For many of us, this is when we make a financial gift towards the
ministries and programs of our church. We also use this time to ask God how we might use the
gifts of our hands and hearts in sharing God’s love. If you are visiting, there is no obligation to
give a financial gift. We are just glad you are worshiping with us. At this time, we are taking
offering at the end of the service. Plates for offering will be placed at the doors as you exit the
sanctuary. Thank you.

We ask that you please silence your cell phones during our worship service. We also ask that
you refrain from applause after our choirs sing and allow the music to resonate in the quiet
of the sanctuary and in your hearts. Our musicians are playing and singing for the glory of God.
They know you appreciate their efforts and their gift.

Rest rooms (equipped with changing stations) are located on the first floor of the church building
and outside the Community Room and the Nursery.

' I here is much information about the church in this bulletin and our website: www.erucc.org.

Donate online by scanning this code: I_E TS [=]
or download the GivePlus Church application and ,.-_. - .‘i-'.;!é'
make your donation via the app. Thank you. ; -!':":E
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EVANGELICAL REFORMED CHURCH
United Church of Christ
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The numbered hymns are from The New Century Hymnal
*All who are able may stand

Chimes Concert at 10:00 am from Trinity Chapel’s steeple
Greetings and Announcements
Honoring Our Graduates

Prelude Morceau Symphonique -- A. Guilmant
Matthew Mercier, trombone

*Call to Worship Alyssa Kline
Here in this space,
we wear our hearts on our sleeves.
There is no use in filters or walls. This space is an authentic space.
This space is a brave space.
For when it comes to God,
we are always invited to bring our full selves into the room.
So come into this space with your hurt and your joy,
your prayers and your dreams.
All of God’s children are welcome here.
Let us worship Holy God.

*Opening Prayer Paige Coftey
Holy One, we thank you for the glimpses we catch of your gift of untiring
hope. Even in the midst of fear, of challenge, of struggle — even when our
view is obscured by clouds of doubt, ignite the flame of hope within us,
that we might glow with its brilliance from the inside out.



*Opening Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth #28
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the splen-dor  of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,

3 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
4 For the goodthat love in-spires, for a world where none ex -clude,
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For the love which from our birth o - ver and a - round us lies,

Hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light,
Friends on earth, and friendsa - bove, for all gen - tle thoughtsand mild,

For a faith that nev - er tires, and for ev - ery heart re-newed,
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God of all, to you we raise this our hymn of  grate-ful praise.
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*Call to Confession Liam Cumber

*Prayer of Confession
God of new life, what would we give to have you appear
with a flash of light and a clear voice like you did for Saul?
Maybe then, our doubts would disappear.
Maybe then, we would live as you called us to live.



However, when our lives depend on faith, we forget your surprising
grace. Instead, we draw lines around enemies and friends, who’s in
and who’s out. We see the “other,” faster than we see our “neighbor,”
and refuse second chances.

Pull the scales from our eyes.

Help us see as you see. Help us live as you live,

and forgive us when we fail to. Humbly we pray, Amen.

Children’s Music and Movement

Ode to Joy -- Beethoven

Into my Heart -- Traditional
Thought for the Day Paige Coffey and Alyssa Kline
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

*Hymn ['ve Got Peace Like a River #478
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1 've got peace like a riv - er, I've got peace like a
2 I’'ve got joy like a foun-tain, I've got joy like a
3 I've got love like an o - cean, ['ve got love like an
4 I've got faith  like an  an-chor, I've got faith  like an
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riv - er, I've  got peace like a riv - er, in my
foun-tain, I've  got joy like a foun-tain, in my
o-cean, [I've got love like an 0 - cean, in my
an-chor, I've got faith like an an - chor, in my
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soul. I’'ve got riv -er in my soul.
soul. I've got foun-tain in my soul.
soul. I’'ve got o-cean in my soul.
soul. I've got an-chor in my soul.
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The Scripture Trevor Weakly
Romans 8: 35-39 NT Page 158
Romans 15:13 NT Page 164
John 14:27 NT Page 109
Reader:  The Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God.



Reflections “What’s On Our Minds”
Transitions
Mindfulness
Peace

Morning Prayers

Offering of Tithes, Gifts and Lives to Christ’s Service

Offertory When I Close My Eyes

*Prayer of Dedication

Alex Cumber
Matthew Mercier
Trevor Weakly
Veronica Beadle

Veronica Beadle

-- Jim Papoulis
Erin Gohegan

Liam Cumber

God of extravagant love, we offer these gifts and our lives in making a
reality your dream of a world where there is justice, and where
everyone is safe and free, where everyone has enough to eat, and
where the water is clean and the air is safe to breathe. Amen.

*Closing Hymn O for a World #575

e

[ £anY [ @)

g —= = s =

1 O for a worldwhere ev -ery-one re - spectseach oth-er’s ways,

2 O for a world where goods are shared and mis - er - y re - lieved,

3 We wel-comeone world fam - i - ly and strug-gle witheach choice

4 The poor are rich, the weak are strong,the fool - ish ones are wise.

5 O for a world pre - par-ing for God’s glo - rious reign of peace,
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Where love is lived and all is done with  jus-tice and with praise.
Where truth is spo - ken, chil-dren spared,e - qual-i-ty a - chieved.
That o-pens us to u-ni -ty and gives our Vi - sion  voice.
Tell all who mourn: out - casts be - long, who  per-ish-es will rise.
Where time and tears will be no more, and all butlove will cease.
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*Benediction Jared Hueting
Family of faith, as you leave this place, may God grant you the curiosity
to counter assumptions, the vulnerability to befriend, the bravery to speak
your truth, the wisdom to listen, the strength to ask for help, the resiliency
to choose love, even when it’s hard, and the awareness of the Holy Spirit
always beside you. In the name of the Great Connector — Love itself,
go in peace.

Postlude (please be seated)

The prayers for today’s service have been selected from Worship Design studio and sanctified.art.



CONGRATULATIONS
wrd Uark; yeu

We celebrate the graduations of the following:

Lucy Adkins
Alex Cumber
Erin Gohegan
Maddie Ireland
Sydney Main
Trevor Weakly

Thomas Johnson High School
Thomas Johnson High school
Waynesboro High School
Urbana High School

Urbana High School

Urbana High School

We would like to thank the following people for sharing their time and
talents teaching Sunday School or Bible Study:

Audrey Rayfield
Dawn Lagrotteria
Catie Schaeberle
Maria Lagrotteria
Jim Weitz

Arthur Slade
Kathryn Rabb

Stephanie Sites

Hollie Mercier

Richard Leslie

Esther Zeigler

John Shillingburg
Rebecca Shillingburg
Substitute: Evie Frazier




The flowers on the altar this morning are placed in loving memory of my
mother, Barbara D. Kreh, by Susan E. Kreh.

The yellow rose bud is presented by Sandra Trout in honor of all of those who
serve in our military.

Attendance Last Sunday: 17 at 8:30 am, 67 at 10:30 am, and 57 online.

e Watch worship live every Sunday at 10:30 am S ,
e ° https://sundaystreams.com/go/ERUCC —
unday Streams

Want to listen to the sermon again?
Youlll®  +isit our YouTube channel: bit.ly/erucc_youtube

Today: May 22, 2022 Next Week: May 29, 2022
Liturgist: Jack Day
Deacons: Betsy Selby, Andrew Beadle Chuck Baldree, Matt Pomeroy
Elder: Marc Klein Peter Brehm
Greeters: Rob Peters, Felicia Bishop Susan Kulp, David Howard
Nancy and Robert Manthey Sue Pinner
Welcome: Pat Condo Jeanellen Kallevang
Audio/Visual: Ethan Kline, Jeff Baker Tadd Clarkson, Jeff Baker
Jeff Schaeberle Jack Day
Fellowship: Darryl Glick, Mark Ulrich Bud Rossing, Laura Rhoderick
Tricia Coffey, Kelly Esslinger ~ Cathie Alschuler, Drew Jones
Chimers: Saturday: Tricia Coftey Suzanne Morris
Sunday: Kelly Esslinger Tricia Coffey
FELLOWSHIP

B Please join us for fellowship in the Community Room after worship to
chat with friends, welcome our visitors, and enjoy a time of
, refreshment.

The Community Room, located on the 1% floor, is accessible by stairs or elevator.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Worship Next Week: Seventh Sunday of Easter

In Acts 16:16-34 worship and prayer punctuate this story of liberation and freedom. It begins
with Paul and Silas once again on their way to a place of worship and prayer. The story
concludes in worship with the baptism of the jailer and his family, now set free from the fear
imposed on their lives by empire’s domination, exploitation, and brutality. The power of
Revelation 22:12—-14, 16—17, 20-21 is not in the drama but in the invitation given to follow in
this way of new life and freedom with the One who is the beginning and the end. We are offered
the daring invitation to participate in the Spirit’s new realm by drinking the water of life,
offered as a gift. In John 17:20-26. Jesus’ prayer for the community defines this new freedom
as a life in relationship with God.

The Senior Choir will be singing.

Hospital and Prayer List — Your pastor wants to be available when members of ERUCC are
in the hospital. Please let us know so that we can visit with you and your family and provide
support. We always ask permission before adding a name to be included in the prayer list or
in the verbal announcements on a Sunday morning. There are many for whom we pray and
visit whose names are not listed in the bulletin by their request.

Prayer List - Please remember the following people in your prayers: Linda and Mike Farner
(friends of Darryl Glick and Mark Ulrich), Jackie Keyser (sister-in-law of Betsy and Phil
Selby), Tamara Tamas, Ken Hoffman, Patti Patterson, Katharine Alley, Barbara Lee Crutchley
(sister of Milt Crutchley), Marcy Channell (daughter of JoAnn Fritz), Mack Johnson, David
Howard, Paige Coffey, Al Peden, Jane Doll, Michael Rhoads (son of Barbara Rhoads), Westin
(great nephew of Sandy Gray & Danielle Carbone, Peggy Githerman, Jeannette Johnson,
Emogene Wyand, Fran Wenner, Neremiah Castillo (niece of Andrew Beadle) Bonnie
Devilbiss, Maria Csiba (mother of Tamara Tamas), Betsy Fisher, James “Jimmy” Sutphin
(friend of Dan Smith), The McCarty family, Nikki Keller, Tina Prescott (daughter in law of
Barbara and Bill Prescott), Mary Remsberg, Heleen (sister of Karin Mens), Kathy Blue Shores
(friend of Jean Fish and Barb Biser), Gretchen Manuel (niece of Audrey Rayfield), Ann and
Cal Theiss (parents of Katharine Alley), Debra Reedy (friend of Jean Fish and Barb Biser).

STAY INFORMED

Read our Trinity Chimes monthly newsletter for more information about ERUCC activities,
opportunities, and updates. You can find the Trinity Chimes in the back of the sanctuary and
online at bit.ly/May22Chimes.

If you have an announcement for the bulletin, Thursday Thoughts, or Trinity Chimes, please
send to erucc@erucc.org.




Sunday Education Opportunities for Adults

BIBLE STUDY CLASS with Reverends John & Rebecca Shillingburg
The Book that Breathes New Life Online 9:00 — 10:20 am

On May 1st, having finished our study of the Prologue in Genesis, we will begin reading the
Acts of the Apostles. We invite anyone interested in learning about how to read the Bible and
understand the context in which it was written and how it can speak to us today. No
background is necessary, just a Bible.

To join via Zoom: bit.ly/3GEIvhJ Meeting ID: 893 8670 5888 Passcode: 327128

LET’S TALK Community Room 9:30 —10:15 am

Today’s Topic: Immigrants, refugees and borders are constantly in the news, but the problems
often seem far removed from our daily life in Frederick. Tricia Coffey will present some of
her experiences at the US-Mexico border and Rebecca Shillingburg will share information
about the Afghan refugee resettlement process in Frederick.

On May 29: Memorial Day Weekend! Fred Wenner will lead a walk to Memorial Park and
introduce us to some "old friends," veterans of the Civil War, the two World Wars, Korea and
Vietnam who are memorialized there. You don’t want to miss this!

Weekly Education Opportunities for Adults

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY with Pastor Daniel
Jesus and Those Bodacious Women
11:00 — Noon Zoom / North Room April 19 — May 31

Jesus and Those Bodacious Women is well known for its new spins on the stories of biblical
women such as Mary Magdalene, the Bent-over Woman, Queen Esther, and Mary, among
others. “Bodacious” is unmistaken, remarkable, and noteworthy. Come join Pastor Daniel as
we study some of the colorful women of the Bible.

May 24 Not Bent or Bowed — Luke 13: 10-17
May 31 A Woman Worthy of Tears: Tabitha — Acts 9: 36-42

To join via Zoom: bit.ly/3K21Hav Meeting ID: 897 6651 9688 Passcode: 357385



Upcoming at ERUCC

COMMUNITY GARDEN
Select dates through August 6 8:00 - 10:00 am

Our Green Team is offering the opportunity to work in the Community Garden near the
Frederick News Post building on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday mornings. This is a great
way to get some fresh air and exercise, enjoy the company of other volunteers, and help get
food to folks in our community who need access to fresh vegetables.

Sign up to for dates in May — August: bit.ly/3LtuBBc¢

ERUCC BOOK GROUP Contact Pam Shepp for more information
While Justice Sleeps by Stacey Abrams May 24
The Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict June 28

Read book synopses in the May edition of Trinity Chimes at bit.ly/May22Chimes.

GOD’S KIDS CLUB - CUPCAKE CHALLENGE

Friday, June 3 Zoom 7:00—9:00 pm
L& Sign up to make and decorate your own cupcakes. Our theme will be summer

v GI}WW fun you will be supplies cake mix and frosting. You will need to supply your

M= own decorations. Cupcakes should be baked ahead of time and frosted and
decorated together.

To join via Zoom: bit.ly/3K21Hav Meeting ID: 897 6651 9688 Passcode: 357385

ERUCC OUTREACH AT FREDERICK PRIDE FESTIVAL 2022
Saturday, June 25 Carroll Creek Linear Park

ERUCC, is providing outreach at the Frederick Pride Festival hosted by The Frederick Center
on Saturday, June 25. We proudly support The Frederick Center and our LGBTQ+ community.
We will have a table at this event announcing our mission and programs to Frederick Pride
visitors. Please consider signing up for a shift. Bring a water bottle and a chair and join us on
a rain or shine day! For more information, contact Julie Clark, jclarkad@yahoo.com, or sign
up at bit.ly/3NaaMjn.



LARRY MAPLES’ SURPRISE 40™ BIRTHDAY
Sunday, June 12 Community Room 12:00 — 2:00 pm

SHHH! It’s a surprise! Put on your hard hats  GAN YOU DIG IT?! LARRY |s TURNING 40!

and get ready to enter the party zone for Larry
Maples' 40th birthday! As many of you all
know, Larry has been busy planning his
“surprise” birthday party for the last year! Help
us keep this a secret as he doesn’t know it's
happening. The ERUCC church community
and members mean so much to our family; we
would love to have you help us celebrate his
big day in addition to his other special friends
and family members. Lunch and birthday cake
will be served. The gift of your presence is
enough! No presents, please.

Please send us an email if you’d like to attend
so we know how many people to expect. RSVP
by June 2: lois.maples@gmail.com.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 20 — 24 Community Room 9:00 am — 12 noon

Vacation Bible School: Knights of the North Castle will be June 20 — 24 for
children 4 years old through 5" grade. A donation of $25 per child is
suggested.

Knights of North Castle: Quest for the King’s Armor, invites children to be
strong in the Lord and in the strength of God’s power by exploring how we
put on the armor of God. Kids will take on the role of brave Knights and begin their quest each
session by opening the King’s Book. They’ll explore Old and New Testament stories and
discover different pieces of protective armor—the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of Justice, the
Shoes of Peace, the Shield of Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation—at work in the lives of
familiar Bible characters, and explore how that armor works in their own lives as they follow
and serve God.

Contact Kim Sexton, ksexton@erucc.org with questions.

Can you help with food donations for VBS?
Sign up to donate at bit.ly/22vbsfood.



NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS DAY — WEAR ORANGE

wear
orange
weekend

june 3-5,
2022

wearorange.org

The first Friday in June, June 3rd, will be the day of
recognition of National Gun Violence Awareness Day and
major social media promotion of #WearOrange. Frederick’s
Mom’s Demand team will be helping to decorate our church
building orange for Wear Orange Weekend, June 3-5 as we
remember.

Saturday morning, Frederick’s Mom’s Demand is
partnering with Lucas Village to help garden replanting and
clean up in their community. All weekend there will be
marigold pick up; enabling you to plant your own
#WearOrange flower! Sign up to find pick up locations.

Please post a picture using #WearOrange and check Frederick Moms Demand Action
Facebook page for more information.

= |n United States, excluding suicides, 2021 brought 20,726 killed through gun violence.

Nationally, the gun suicide rate is 24,000 persons each year, 70% of all annual deaths

= |n 2021, in the United States we have experienced:

* 693 ‘mass shootings’ [4 or more people shot]
= 2,844 wounded, 702 deaths;
= 22 people were killed in school shooting, with additional 80 were injured

= Every Day on Average (all ages) 342 people in America are shot in murders, assaults,

suicides & suicide attempts, unintentional shootings, and police intervention

= |nan average year, 724 people die and 1,747 are wounded by guns in Maryland



Additional Announcements

MAY COINS FOR A CAUSE

The Coins for a Cause collection in May will be shared with Stream-Link Education, which
has a mission to connect community to conservation, planting trees in Frederick County with
hundreds of volunteers. Learn more at www.streamlinkeducation.org. Donations can be
placed in the collection jars at the back of the sanctuary near the collection plates.

Coins for A Cause is a program of ERUCC’s Mission and Social Action Committee to support
organizations that make a difference here in Maryland that are not supported in our annual
budget. A different beneficiary organization is chosen each season. Donations can be placed
in the collection jars at the back of the sanctuary near the collection plates.

CAMPAIGN TO RESTORE AN ICONIC STEEPLE

We have received a gift from the Delaplaine Foundation for $25,000, and in addition, paid
contributions $43,500 plus promises for additional $27,300. We have also received a challenge
pledge of $25,000 from a long-time friend of ERUCC. If we are able to match the challenge
pledge of $25,000 with $25,000 in new gifts, then we will be within $5,000 of our goal of
$150,000 for the Trinity Steeple Campaign. We want to reach this goal by the end of
September. Become a part of history and preserve Frederick’s oldest steeple and town clock!

Donations toward the campaign should be made payable to ERUCC and include Trinity
Steeple in the memo line. Donations can also be made online at https://erucc.org/give-to-erucc,
please indicate “Steeple” on the memo line.

Plan to join congregation and community members at a reception celebrating the Trinity
Chapel steeple and town clock on May 25 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm in the Downtown Community
Room. Please RSVP: erucc@erucc.org. Light refreshments including beer, wine, water,
soda, and nibbles provided.

POOR PEOPLE’S AND LOW-WAGE WORKERS’ ASSEMBLY AND MORAL
MARCH ON WASHINGTON AND TO THE POLLS

Join others from the Frederick area on a bus to the “Poor People’s Campaign Assembly and
Moral March on Washington and to the Polls” on Saturday, June 18.

Book a seat at rally.co/booking/115578/171/trips for $40 roundtrip
The Frederick rally point for the bus is 66 Waverley Dr.

Departs 7:28am, Arrive 9:00am in D.C. | Depart D.C. 3:45pm, Frederick 5:17pm



Opportunities to Use Your Gifts at ERUCC
Prayerfully consider how your talents, skills, and passions can be a
\ | blessing to ERUCC’s mission and ministry. Where is God calling
\ you to use your gifts at ERUCC? Your willingness to share your gifts

and time will make ERUCC a stronger and more faithful church.
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Members of our Stewardship Committee: Susan Kulp, Tyler L. York,
David Howard, Julie Clark, Peter Brehm, Randi Wallace, and
Stephanie Fisher are always happy to talk about how you are being
called to use your gifts at ERUCC.

While many opportunities exist or await your spark of initiation, below are some ongoing
areas of ministry for you to consider supporting:

FELLOWSHIP

Consider helping with Fellowship! It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday, anniversary, births,
or baptisms with your church family. We all want to celebrate your joy. Helping with
fellowship can be as easy as helping set up before worship, helping to serve during Fellowship
after service, or bringing a special treat to share.

Contact Laura Rhoderick or Starr Schaeberle, or sign up to share your gifts of hospitality at
bit.ly/ ERUCC _fellowship.

EVENT HOSPITALITY AND SUPPORT

Please consider giving your time as we extend ERUCC’s hospitality to the community of
people using our spaces for their milestone life events, business meetings, and community
gatherings. In supporting at these events, you are helping to fulfill our mission to do good
work in Frederick and beyond. Many opportunities to serve in this ministry may only involve
a few hours of your time and are often very fulfilling to support.

To help with upcoming events, contact Pastor Daniel or the church office, 301.662.2762,
events@erucc.org, or sign up on the bulletin board or online: bit.ly/ ERUCC_events_help.

We have many events throughout May and June and we need your help!

We are especially grateful to the following people for extending our
hospitality at recent events:

“" ' Jeff Schaeberle, Kelly Esslinger, Larry Martin, Linda Coyle,
Peter Brehm, Sedonia Martin, Starr Schaeberle



UPDATED MASKING GUIDANCE

As of Thursday, May 19, the Frederick County Health Department reported the COVID-19
community level is now at medium per the CDC’s metrics. Our masking guidance has been
updated in accordance with the current level.

At ERUCC, we recommend everyone wear a mask at church activities and worship
services. When you wear a mask, you help protect yourself & others from COVID-19.
Whether you are cautious or comfortable, please continue to carry a mask should it be needed;
masks are available from our Welcome and Evangelism team on Sunday mornings.

Please stay home when sick or if someone in your household is sick, get vaccinated/boosted,
and get tested if you have symptoms.

Remember, no matter how you choose to worship and engage in the life and ministry of
ERUCC, whether in-person or online at www.erucc.org, you are welcome and valued.

COVID-I19
COMMUNITY LEVEL

MEDIUM

masks recommended indoors

[T~
[E)-

Ei

5
t=lg)

EVANGELICAL REFORMED
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 22, 2022 Acts 16:9-15
Disciples Together

Rural Life Sunday

In today’s reading, Paul gets called to Macedonia, which is far from the urban
centers he has known. On this rural life Sunday, we celebrate pastors in rural
communities, who also answer calls far from cities. Today, a few of those pas-
tors reflect on the joys and challenges of being a rural church pastor.

Dana Schindler, whose church recently celebrated 150 years together, says that
a joy is that members feel a real connection to the church. A challenge is related
to the joy. Almost everyone is related and it can be difficult for new people who
are not members of the 2 main families to feel accepted.

Whitney Prose Bruno writes, “We really are family. (Often literally.) Everyone
knows everyone. This means you're welcomed with flaws and merits both. But
the challenge is that rural churches like most organizational groups are in
decline. An urban congregation has the opportunity to share church space with
other congregations, and nonprofits. Community continues. A rural congrega-
tion does not. If the handful stop meeting, there's not another socialization and
community for the elderly (not online) members to join.”

Rural churches understand the importance of feeding one another. Sara
Bartlett gives thanks for the joy of shared vegetables from the many gardens in
her community. Rev. Deanna Armstrong is proud of her small congregation
which produced 200 pounds of food in its community garden. In a drought, at
6,200 feet of elevation.

Family and food are blended with a good bit of humor, too. Rev. Kimberly
Shrader, who serves a two-point charge in Maine, says wryly, “The smaller of
the churches I serve gave me a bit of a surprise when I first arrived. You see they
have to turn the well pump off in late October, which means no restroom in the
parish hall. The 200-year-old sanctuary building has no pumping at all. So, the
worship service MUST BE 45 minutes, no longer, so they can get to the home
of whomever is hosting fellowship.”

When Paul received the call to Macedonia, the scripture tells us that he left for
there, immediately. Whether they heard and answered the call at once, or
responded more slowly, give thanks for rural pastors and the churches they

serve today.
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