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Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. We extend a special welcome to our guests. 

F

[image: image1.jpg]archZ?, 2 -

Embracing Love
One Great Hour of Sharing

Even if you don’t know much else from the Bible, it’s likely that you have heard
the story of the prodigal son. A young man leaves his comfortable family home
with his ill-gotten inheritance, only to squander what he has been given on fast
living. When he returns to beg forgiveness, he is received with jealous skepticism
by his brother and with abundant love by his father.

We usually are invited to hear this story from the point of view of either the care-
less and morally bankrupt youngest son or the hardworking and resentful eldest.
In either reading, we are in need of forgiveness and transformation. Yet, it can
sometimes be helpful to place ourselves in this story from another perspective -
that of the forgiving father. In so doing, we can see ourselves not merely as those
in need of redemption like the two sons, but also as those who are able to offer
what is needed for another.

If we are able to shift our point of view in this way, recognizing that sometimes
we are the prodigal, sometimes the eldest and sometimes the parent, we begin to
see giving and receiving not merely as a one-way street, but as a circle of care,
respect and love, in which sometimes we all have need, and sometimes we all can
give.

This circle is nowhere more strongly demonstrated than in our yearly One Great
Hour of Sharing offering. When you give, One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
is able to help families around the world become stronger, healthier and better
equipped to address hardships and catastrophes that would otherwise leave them
destitute and hopeless. And, you do not know when you will be in need of help
yourself. Please consider your gift to OGHS this morning as part of the circle of
giving and receiving and giving again and then receiving again - the circle into
which we have all been invited as people of faith.

Whether you want to give others a “new normal” in their lives after disaster
strikes or provide care to new mothers and children with high mortality rates, or
give refugees a place to call home, the OGHS offering can help you to help. From
the Philippines to Fiji, from western Africa to Haiti, from Japan to more than
thirty states that have been struck with hurricanes, fires, flood and illness, OGHS
has stepped in as part of the circle of care.

You can give today through your church or online:
https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/one-great-hour-of-sharing/

47~ UNITED CHURCH
y)) OF CHRIST

812" x 14" UCC SUNDAY BULLETIN SERVICE
BUL0304 Bulletin artwork and backpage stories copyright © 2022 United Church of Christ





or Children: We have trained nursery staff (paid nursery attendant as well as adult volunteers) for ages 0-4. The nursery is located on the first floor outside of the Community Room. (Accessible by the stairs from the Church Street Entrance or via the elevator). Children ages 5 and above are invited to stay and worship with their families. Children’s programs, books, and crayons are located in the rear of the sanctuary near the welcome table. 

H

ymn selections can be found in the black hymnals in the pew racks or printed in the bulletin.  If you are visiting and did not stop at the welcome desk in the downstairs lobby please stop by after the service they would love to meet you or, please feel free to reach out to someone sitting near you and ask them questions about the service or church. Many of our visitors ask us about the time of offering. This is a time in our service when we respond to God’s gifts of love by offering the gifts of our lives. For many of us, this is when we make a financial gift towards the ministries and programs of our church. We also use this time to ask God how we might use the gifts of our hands and hearts in sharing God’s love. If you are visiting, there is no obligation to give a financial gift. We are just glad you are worshiping with us. At this time, we are taking offering at the end of the service. Plates for offering will be placed at the doors as you exit the sanctuary. Thank you. 

W

e ask that you please silence your cell phones during our worship service. We also ask that you refrain from applause after our choirs sing and allow the music to resonate in the quiet of the sanctuary and in your hearts. Our musicians are playing and singing for the glory of God. They know you appreciate their efforts and their gift.

Rest rooms (equipped with changing stations) are located on the first floor of the church building and outside the Community Room and the Nursery. 

 T

here is much information about the church in this bulletin and our website: www.erucc.org.
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 Donate online by scanning this code:

or download the GivePlus Church application and

make your donation via the app. Thank you. 
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Ministers - All the People of Evangelical Reformed Church             

             Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel, Senior Pastor (bkdaniel@erucc.org)

Rev. Fred Wenner, Pastor Emeritus (faw500@msn.com)

Kim Sexton, Associate for Children’s Ministry (ksexton@erucc.org)

Alison E. Shafer, Music Director ● Tricia Coffey, Head Chimer & Children & Youth Choir Director 

Sherry Murray, Nursery ● Jaci Clayton, Facilities Mgr.

Tyler L. York, Office Administrator (erucc@erucc.org) ● Jenna Duranko, Social Media Coordinator

15 West Church Street, Frederick, MD  21701 (  301-662-2762 (  www.erucc.org  
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March 27, 2022  
           Fourth Sunday in Lent  
     
  10:30 am
*All who are able may stand

Filled to the Brim: Prodigal Grace
Chimes Concert at 10:00 am from Trinity Chapel’s steeple

Greetings and Announcements

Prelude  







Prayer for Peace  -- M. Helman
ERUCC Ringers
Threshold Moment





 What Doesn’t Play by the Rules
I come into the room calculating what I’ve done,

as if hurt could be measured, as if there was a score system,

as if we could say what I owe in return.

I come into the room ready to apologize, ready to make amends, 

ready to tell you all the things I’ll do to make it better,

but you put your arms around me.

Grace is the ocean that softens the edges.

Grace is rain in the desert—
you’re not sure whether to laugh, cry, or dance.

Grace is a miracle, all by itself.

In a scorekeeping world, grace doesn’t play by the rules.

I come into the room calculating what I’ve done.

You say there’s grace here.

It feels like a miracle.

I don’t know whether to laugh, cry, or dance.  
A Time of Silence
*Call to Worship  

God’s reach is endless.

God’s mercy is unstoppable.

God’s grace is lavish.

God’s love is constant.

God’s wisdom is vast.

God’s hope is stubborn.

God’s presence is here—

with us, among us, moving through us.

Breathe easy. Breathe deeply.

We are in God’s house.

Let us worship the One who welcomes us home.

*Opening Prayer

God of open doors,

We often long to come home to you, to love, and to ourselves,

but we aren’t always sure how to get there.

We know that we need you,

but the road back to you is heavy with distractions.

So if we can dare to be so forward, we pray— reach into the cacophony of our hearts and minds and make yourself known.

Quiet everything but your Word for us today.

Leave us awestruck. Drown out the distractions.

Come as thunder or come as a still, small voice;

we don't care which, we just pray that you will come.

Turn on the light. Speak through these words.

Find the parts of us that are lost. With hope we pray, amen.
*Opening Hymn O God, How We Have Wandered                                        #202
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*Call to Confession

If you ask any parent with a teenager what it’s like to wait up for their child to meet curfew, they will tell you—they’re standing at the door. The porch light is on. No one can sleep until that child is home safe. Friends, I think God is like that for us. The porch light is on. The door is unlocked. We might be late for curfew, but God is just so glad we’re home. So let us pray the prayer of confession together, trusting that no matter what we do or what we leave undone, the porch light is always on. Let us pray. . .
*Prayer of Confession  

The prodigal son isn’t given a name, but we know his name.

It sounds like ours. And we know his story. It sounds like ours.

For who among us hasn’t burned a bridge?

Who among us hasn’t forgotten that we belong to one another?

Who among us has not ached for home?

The prodigal son isn’t given a name, but we know his name.

Forgive us God. We want to come home.
*Assurance of Pardon 
Family of faith, the word ‘prodigal’ can be defined as wasteful or imprudent, hence the name, “Prodigal Son.” However, ‘prodigal’ can also be described as extravagant and excessive. Friends, we worship a prodigal God—a God who is extravagant in mercy and excessive in grace. For no matter how many times we run, no matter how far we go or how lost we get, God is standing at the end of the driveway waiting for us. The doors are open. The feast is for you. This grace is extravagant.
Thanks be to God, amen.


Thought For the Day

The Lord’s Prayer 



Our Father, who art in heaven



 hallowed be thy name.



Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done



on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 



And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  



And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

Anthem  






   Lift High the Cross  -- S. Nicholson

ERUCC Ringers
The Scripture 







Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32



NT page 77



Reader:
The Word of God for the people of God.




All:

Thanks be to God.

Sermon 
Morning Prayers
Offering of Tithes, Gifts and Lives to Christ’s Service

Offertory Amazing Grace



          
          --George Shearing 
*Prayer of Dedication  

Loving God, Holy Fountain of Blessings,

With gratitude, we celebrate the offerings we share with you and this community today.  May they enliven our spirits, building excitement around us, and creating a culture of giving. Open us to new possibilities for using our gifts to build the dignity of all.
· CANTATA  –

A Little Jazz Mass                                                                         by Bob Chilcott 

                   Senior Choir; Laura Walling, bass; Joe Baker, drums
I. Kyrie

Kyrie eleison. 




Lord have mercy. 


Christe eleison.



 
Christ have mercy.

Kyrie eleison 




Lord have 
mercy.

II. Gloria 














Gloria in excelsis Deo.


Glory be to God on high.


Et in terra pax




And in earth peace,




hominibus bonae voluntatis.

good will towards men.




Laudamus te, benedicimus te,

We praise thee, we bless thee,


adoramus te, glorificamus te.

We worship thee, we glorify thee.


Gratias agimus tibi propter 


We give thanks to thee


magnam gloriam tuam.


for thy great glory.



Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, 

O Lord God, heavenly King, 


Deus Pater omnipotens. 


God the Father Almighty.



Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, 









Jesus Christ.




Domine Deus, Agnus Dei,


O Lord God, Lamb of God,


Filius Patris.




Son of the Father.



Qui tollis peccata mundi,


That takest away the sins of the 


miserere nobis.




world,have mercy upon us. 



Qui tollis peccata mundi,


Thou that takest away the sins of 


suscipe deprecationem nostram. 

the world, hear our prayer.


Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of 

miserere nobis.




God the Father, have mercy upon us.

Quoniam tu solus sanctus,              
For thou only art holy; 


tu solus Dominus,



thou only art the Lord,                  


Tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe,
 
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,             


Cum Sancto Spiritu



Art most high 


in gloria Dei Patris, Amen.     

in the glory of God the Father, Amen


III. Sanctus



Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth,

Holy, Lord God of hosts




Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua. 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory


Hosanna in excelsis.



Hosanna in the highest

IV. Benedictus



Benedictus qui venit 



Blessed is he who comes 


in nomine Domini.



in the name of the Lord          


Hosanna in excelsis. 



Hosanna in the highest.

V. Agnus Dei 



Agnus Dei, qui tollis 



O Lamb of God, that takest away


peccata mundi, miserere nobis.

the sins of the world, have mercy 









upon us.



Agnus Dei, qui tollis



O Lamb of God, that takest away


peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 

the sins of the world, have mercy 









upon us.



Agnus Dei, qui tollis



O Lamb of God, that takest away


peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.
the sins of the world, grant us thy 









peace.

*Blessing

As you leave this place, may you be awestruck by the beauty of this world.

May you laugh, and may it be contagious. May you overflow with love for those around you. May you be effusive with hope and quick to point out joy.

And in all of your living, and breathing, and being, may you find yourself full to the brim with God’s Holy Spirit, and may it change your life. 

In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself – go in peace, full to the brim. Amen.

*Sevenfold Amen





      
     


     #814
Postlude  (please be seated)
Today’s liturgy was written by: rev. sarah speed | sanctifiedart.org |  The prayer of dedication is from UCC  Worship Ways for March 27, 2022 written by the Rev. Michelle L. Torigian.  

The flowers on the altar this morning are given by Kathy and Andy Johnston in honor of new life, in memory of lives gone before.
The yellow rose bud is presented by Peter Brehm and Jack Day.
Attendance Last Sunday: 13 at 8:30 am, 83 at 10:30 am, and 97 online. 
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Watch worship live every Sunday at 10:30

https://sundaystreams.com/go/ERUCC
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   Want to listen to the sermon again? 
   Visit our YouTube channel: bit.ly/erucc​_youtube
Today: March 27, 2022 




April 3, 2022
Liturgist: 

Pam Shepp



Rev. Shelley Weakly
Poetry Reader: 
Dan Smith




Ron Terbush
Deacons:   

Betsy Selby, Andrew Beadle
Mark Ulrich, Darryl Glick
Elder:    

Peter Brehm



Laura Rhoderick
Greeters:  

Rob Peters, Felecia Bishop

Sandy Gray, Danielle Carbone



Bob and Nancy Manthey

Anne Hoffman
Welcome: 

Pat Condo




Jeanellen Kallevang
Sound:      

Kelly Esslinger, Jeff Baker

Jeff Schaeberle, Ethan Kline




Jack Day




Tadd Clarkson, Jack Day
Fellowship:
Trinity Chapel Luncheon

Linda Coyle, Green Team
Chimers: Saturday: Nancy Doll



Suzanne Morris


       Sunday:   Robin and David Cooney
Tricia Coffey
FELLOWSHIP
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Please join us during fellowship for the Campaign to Restore an Iconic Steeple Luncheon in the Community Room following today’s service. There will be a presentation on the steeple project. 
For those unable to attend in person, please join us on Zoom! 

To join via Zoom: bit.ly/spirelunch  

Meeting ID: 862 6821 6065  Passcode: 284197

ANNOUNCEMENTS

[image: image11.jpg]Sunday Streams




Hospital and Prayer List – Your pastor wants to be available when members of ERUCC are in the hospital. Please let us know so that we can visit with you and your family and provide support. We always ask permission before adding a name to be included in the prayer list or in the verbal announcements on a Sunday morning. There are many for whom we pray and visit whose names are not listed in the bulletin by their request.
Prayer List - Please remember the following people in your prayers: Ken  Hoffman, Patti Patterson, Michael Rebo (brother-in-law of Jack Day), Robin Fenwick (mother of Owen York), Jerry Cassell (brother of Ave Barr), Katharine Alley, Barbara Lee Crutchley (sister of Milt Crutchley), Marcy Channell (daughter of JoAnn Fritz), Mack Johnson, David Howard, Paige Coffey, Al Peden, Jane Doll, Michael Rhoads (son of Barbara Rhoads), Westin (great nephew of Sandy Gray & Danielle Carbone, Peggy Githerman, Jeannette Johnson, Emogene Wyand, Fran Wenner, Neremiah Castillo (niece of Andrew Beadle) Bonnie Devilbiss, Maria Csiba (mother of Tamara Tamas), Betsy Fisher, James “Jimmy” Sutphin (friend of Dan Smith), The McCarty family, Nikki Keller,  Tina Prescott (daughter in law of Barbara and Bill Prescott), Mary Remsberg, Heleen (sister of Karin Mens), Kathy Blue Shores (friend of Jean Fish and Barb Biser), Gretchen Manuel (niece of Audrey Rayfield), Ann and Cal Theiss (parents of Katharine Alley), Debra Reedy (friend of Jean Fish and Barb Biser).

STAY INFORMED

Read our Trinity Chimes monthly newsletter for more information about ERUCC activities, opportunities, and updates. You can find the Trinity Chimes in the back of the sanctuary and online at bit.ly/MarchChimes. 
If you have an announcement for the bulletin, Thursday Thoughts, or Trinity Chimes, please send to erucc@erucc.org.

Sunday Education Opportunities for Adults

BIBLE STUDY CLASS ​


Online


         9:00 – 10:20 am
“The Book that Breathes New Life” with Reverends John & Rebecca Shillingburg.

To join via Zoom: bit.ly/3GEIvhJ
Meeting ID: 893 8670 5888 
Passcode: 327128

A six-week study of the Prologue in Genesis (chapters 1-11) began on March 6. In these texts, a small, unimportant wandering people of the Ancient Near East made an astounding claim: their God, who had no visible image to be worshipped, created the entire world ... simply by speaking. Join us for a look at how that claim has shaped us today.  

LET’S TALK

 ​


Community Room
         9:30 – 10:15 am
Today’s Topic: Landscaping for Biodiversity and Creation Justice. Learn how simple landscaping practices help our streams and rivers, why planting native plants improves biodiversity, and why what we do matters


                 – Rebecca Schillingburg
On April 3: End of Life Planning. We will review information from The Conversation Project website about starting the conversation to help people share their wishes for end-of-life care and developing a plan with loved ones.
This Week at ERUCC

FELLOWSHIP CONVERSATION
Monday, March 28



Online

              
6:00 – 6:45 pm
We love fellowship. We love this time after worship to chat with friends, welcome our visitors, and enjoy a time of refreshment.  

As we emerge from COVID restrictions and return to this important after-worship time in the life of our church, we are exploring ways to involve more people in participating in fellowship (remaining after worship) as well as hosting and cleaning up afterwards.

Your input is valuable for this conversation. Please consider joining members of the Fellowship Team on Monday, March 28th from 6:00–6:45 pm as we explore options for strengthening and enhancing our time together. 

To join via Zoom: bit.ly/ERf3ll

Meeting ID: 812 3695 0885
Passcode: 087391

COMMUNITY VACCINE CLINICS

Wednesday, March 30



Community Room              
2:00 – 4:00 pm
ERUCC is collaborating with The Community Vaccine Coalition to help more people get vaccinated against COVID-19. It’s free, safe, and no ID or insurance is required.
Upcoming at ERUCC

SPIRITUAL WALK
 

      


2250 Bear Den Rd (condo parking lot)
Sunday, April 10                      2:00 – 3:30 pm
Join us for a walk in the Wormans Mill community. Marj Berkheimer helped us plan a beautiful route along Tuscarora Creek and through wetlands and woods. Many birds and other wild creatures create a joyful spiritual atmosphere here. In addition, we will walk past the ruins of the Mill Pond House.  The trail is paved and accessible. All are welcome!
HOW TO BE ANTI-RACIST 

Moonlight Movie Discussion


Sunday, April 10



 7:00 pm

Watch the movie, Moonlight, at home and then engage in the conversation held on Zoom. If you do not have access to streaming services, call the church office to make arrangements to see the film.

TUESDAY’S WITH TED
Tuesday, April 12

  
6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Join a group on Zoom hosted by Pastor Daniel to listen to and discuss the TED Talk by Daniel Pink: What regret can teach you about living a good life.

Regret is one of our most powerful emotions – and also one of the most misunderstood. Over the past two years, author Daniel H. Pink has col​lected a trove of more than 16,000 regrets from people in 105 countries in an effort to better understand this myste​rious emotion. He shares the key patterns that emerged (it all boils down to the same four core regrets, he says) and explains how to transform your own regrets in order to create the life you’ve always wanted to live.

To join via Zoom: https://bit.ly /3erWnj1   Meeting ID: 923 9891 8264    Passcode: 313735

CHIMES GROUP
 

      
Thursday, April 14                            11:00 am

Guest speaker Jennie Russell to speak of The Friends Group at Mount Olivet Cemetery and the cleaning of gravestones. All are welcome April 14, 11:00 am in the Community Room.

SPRING CLEANUP WORKWEEK 





   April 18 – 22

We will come together this spring to help maintain our buildings. We have a list of projects that we can do – saving us money and having a good time working together! Painting, updating Trinity bathrooms, wall repairs, clean outs, and other odds and ends are included on this year’s list. 

Weekly Education Opportunities for Adults

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY with Pastor Daniel 
     
   Lent in Plain Sight
11:00 – Noon



Zoom / Liz Coffey Room 

     March 8 – April 12
In this devotion for the season of Lent, Jill J. Duffield draws readers’ attention to ten ordinary objects that Jesus would have encountered on his way to Jerusalem. In each object, readers will find meaning in the biblical account of Jesus’ final days. Each week, readers encounter a new object to consider through Scripture, prayer, and reflection. 
To join via Zoom: bit.ly/3K21Hav
Meeting ID: 897 6651 9688
Passcode: 357385

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY with Esther Ziegler 

7:00 pm




Trinity Chapel


   March 30 – April 2
The Wednesday Evening Study Group will begin 4 sessions on racism on March 30th.  Those sessions will be primarily based on material produced by Christian Century magazine titled “Acting Against Racism” which draws upon articles from the magazine’s archives. The material is free and will be available to participants by emailing estherrziegler@gmail.com.
Children and Youth Events

GOD’S KIDS CLUB – LEGO DAY

   

  
Monday, March 28


Community Room              
    9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Bring a bag lunch, water bottle and gently used toy or book for a bingo prize. Middle or high school volunteers welcome. Please sign up by March 23: bit.ly/3LYEsAe

GOD’S KIDS CLUB – EASTER BINGO
   

  
Friday, April 8



Zoom


              
    9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Bingo cards supplied, you will need something for markers pennies, goldfish, or jelly beans. 

To join via Zoom: bit.ly/3D6rLzg
Meeting ID: 810 3312 7723
Passcode: 668761

EPIC EGG DYEING PARTY
Saturday, April 16


Back Patio




1:00 – 2:30 pm
Come join us for fellowship, fun, and surprises dyeing Easter eggs. We will have an Easter lesson, refreshments and goodies. All you need to bring is yourself, your own drink, maybe an apron and a basket or empty egg carton to bring your works of art home with you. For more information, contact Kim Sexton at ksexton@erucc.org

RSVP to attend: bit.ly/epiceggs


To help with donations: bit.ly/3D5EBgV

YOUTH GROUP
   

  
April 8 – 9 





       
         

  
                  Overnight
The Youth Group Overnight at the church, Youth Sunday planning, and bread baking. 

Lent 2022 at ERUCC
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Full to the Brim is an invitation—into a radically different Lent, into a full life. It’s an invitation to be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity and injustice at every turn, to pour out even more grace wherever it is needed. Lenten devotionals are available at the back of the sanctuary.

MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES 
Wednesdays March 9 – April 13

 



      Noon – 12:15 pm
Service of Prayer in Trinity Chapel 
Lunch and Bible Study Reflection 





        12:15 – 1:00 pm
Theme: For the Beauty of the Earth

Each week during the season of Lent, a group gathers for prayer, followed by a simple soup and bread lunch, and some reflection.

Drawing on the beloved hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth,” each week of this 40-day Lenten devotional focuses on a different aspect of the splendor of nature, how God nurtures our spirit through creation, and how we must protect our precious home. Each five-minute devotional includes a scripture, reflection, and prayer. Every Wednesday, we will reflect on the previous week’s devotions. Please contact Pastor Daniel for a copy of the devotional book.
SPECIAL GIVING OPPORTUNITY TODAY

[image: image13.emf]Today we receive gifts dedicated to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS). These gifts will help fund international programs in health, education and agricultural development, emergency relief, refugee ministries, and both international and domestic disaster response. Funds are administered by Wider Church Ministries, Global Sharing of Resources.

Opportunities to Lead and Serve at ERUCC

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – LIVE STREAM LYRICS
The AV Team has added a new feature to the Live Stream.  We are now displaying hymn lyrics and scriptures on screen. To provide this service, we need to add an additional person to the team each Sunday. We are asking for volunteers to assist with changing the slides as the hymn or scripture progresses. No technical skills are required. 
If you are interested in volunteering or have questions, please contact Jeff Schaeberle, jeff@erucc.org or 301.639.6197.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – EVENT HOSPITALITY AND SUPPORT 
Join our hospitality crew! It's a fantastic way to meet and greet the community of people using our spaces, which supports our mission to do good work in Frederick and beyond. Contact Nancy Jones, events@erucc.org or the Church Office, 301.662.2762. 
Sign up to help at upcoming events: bit.ly/ERUCC_event_help 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – NURSERY 
Please consider helping in the nursery on Sundays from 10:15 – 11:30 am. 

Sign up to help in the nursery: bit.ly/ERUCC_nursery_help
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY – KITCHEN TEAM

Prior to the pandemic, we were having difficulty getting people to agree to serve as chairs of committees and projects. Pastor Daniel is grateful that we have people willing to work but those workers need someone to organize and direct; she became the de-facto chair of too many groups which is not healthy for the church.
We want to maintain our commercial kitchen license as well as care for the beautiful space we created with the building project. Consistory developed a job description for a Kitchen Team. The Kitchen Team is responsible for overseeing the kitchen equipment, storage, and supplies. 

If you feel called to lead this ministry or want to help with it, please speak with Peter Brehm or Pastor Daniel. 
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Embracing Love
One Great Hour of Sharing

Even if you don’t know much else from the Bible, it’s likely that you have heard
the story of the prodigal son. A young man leaves his comfortable family home
with his ill-gotten inheritance, only to squander what he has been given on fast
living. When he returns to beg forgiveness, he is received with jealous skepticism
by his brother and with abundant love by his father.

We usually are invited to hear this story from the point of view of either the care-
less and morally bankrupt youngest son or the hardworking and resentful eldest.
In either reading, we are in need of forgiveness and transformation. Yet, it can
sometimes be helpful to place ourselves in this story from another perspective -
that of the forgiving father. In so doing, we can see ourselves not merely as those
in need of redemption like the two sons, but also as those who are able to offer
what is needed for another.

If we are able to shift our point of view in this way, recognizing that sometimes
we are the prodigal, sometimes the eldest and sometimes the parent, we begin to
see giving and receiving not merely as a one-way street, but as a circle of care,
respect and love, in which sometimes we all have need, and sometimes we all can
give.

This circle is nowhere more strongly demonstrated than in our yearly One Great
Hour of Sharing offering. When you give, One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
is able to help families around the world become stronger, healthier and better
equipped to address hardships and catastrophes that would otherwise leave them
destitute and hopeless. And, you do not know when you will be in need of help
yourself. Please consider your gift to OGHS this morning as part of the circle of
giving and receiving and giving again and then receiving again - the circle into
which we have all been invited as people of faith.

Whether you want to give others a “new normal” in their lives after disaster
strikes or provide care to new mothers and children with high mortality rates, or
give refugees a place to call home, the OGHS offering can help you to help. From
the Philippines to Fiji, from western Africa to Haiti, from Japan to more than
thirty states that have been struck with hurricanes, fires, flood and illness, OGHS
has stepped in as part of the circle of care.

You can give today through your church or online:
https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/one-great-hour-of-sharing/
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Worship Next Week: Fifth Sunday in Lent: Brazen Acts of Beauty


Focal Scriptures: John 12:1-8 | Isaiah 43:16-21


God is brazen in turning tears into joy. Not so long after their brother Lazarus dies and is raised from the dead, Mary and Martha joyfully welcome Jesus into their home. Mary pours out fragrant perfume (perhaps originally intended to anoint her brother’s body after death) and it fills the whole room. This is a brazen act of beauty. Beauty is resistance to death; beauty is an act of love. Her anointing of Jesus’ feet is also a public act of worship. Her faith does not hide; it is not frugal. It is embodied, broken open, and poured out. This isn’t a frugal faith—it is an abundant, extravagant faith. Mary’s act is also risky—she puts her full body into it, sort of like a protest. She exhibits a shameless and brazen faith. 			





We will sharing communion this morning. The Senior Choir will be singing.
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