
 
 
 



 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. We extend a special welcome to our guests.  
 

 
or Children: We have trained nursery staff (paid nursery attendant as 
well as adult volunteers) for ages 0-4. The nursery is located on the first 

floor outside of the Community Room. (Accessible by the stairs from the 
Church Street Entrance or via the elevator). Children ages 5 and above are 
invited to stay and worship with their families. Children’s programs, books, and crayons are 
located in the rear of the sanctuary near the welcome table.  

 
ymn selections can be found in the black hymnals in the pew racks or printed in the bulletin.  
If you are visiting and did not stop at the welcome desk in the downstairs lobby please stop 

by after the service they would love to meet you or, please feel free to reach out to someone sitting 
near you and ask them questions about the service or church. Many of our visitors ask us about 
the time of offering. This is a time in our service when we respond to God’s gifts of love by 
offering the gifts of our lives. For many of us, this is when we make a financial gift towards the 
ministries and programs of our church. We also use this time to ask God how we might use the 
gifts of our hands and hearts in sharing God’s love. If you are visiting, there is no obligation to 
give a financial gift. We are just glad you are worshiping with us. At this time, we are taking 
offering at the end of the service. Plates for offering will be placed at the doors as you exit the 
sanctuary. Thank you.  
  

e ask that you please silence your cell phones during our worship service. We also ask that 
you refrain from applause after our choirs sing and allow the music to resonate in the quiet 

of the sanctuary and in your hearts. Our musicians are playing and singing for the glory of God. 
They know you appreciate their efforts and their gift. 
 

Rest rooms (equipped with changing stations) are located on the first floor of the church building 
and outside the Community Room and the Nursery.  

 
here is much information about the church in this bulletin and our website: www.erucc.org. 
 

 Donate online by scanning this code: 
or download the GivePlus Church application and 

make your donation via the app. Thank you.  
 
 

Ministers - All the People of Evangelical Reformed Church              
             Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel, Senior Pastor (bkdaniel@erucc.org) 

Rev. Fred Wenner, Pastor Emeritus (faw500@msn.com) 
Kim Sexton, Associate for Children’s Ministry (ksexton@erucc.org) 

Alison E. Shafer, Music Director ● Tricia Coffey, Head Chimer & Children & Youth Choir Director  
 Sherry Murray, Nursery ● Jaci Clayton, Facilities Mgr. 

Office Administrator (erucc@erucc.org) ● Jenna Duranko, Social Media Coordinator 
15 West Church Street, Frederick, MD  21701 l  301-662-2762 l  www.erucc.org   
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EVANGELICAL REFORMED CHURCH 
United Church of Christ 

- An Open and Affirming Congregation - 
 

January 2, 2022                       Epiphany Sunday                                        10:30 a.m. 
 

*All who are able may stand 
 

Chimes Concert at 10:00 a.m. from Trinity Chapel’s steeple 
 

Greetings and Announcements 
  

Prelude  Af Høiheden oprunden er                          – Neils W. Gade (1817-1890) 
 

Sharing of the Star Gifts 
(This morning you are invited to receive a gift from the offering plates being 
passed around the congregation.  Please help yourself to a star.  The wise ones 
traveled great distance to offer their gifts to the newborn Christ-child were 
responding to the gift first given to them.  They received God’s gift, then offered 
their gifts to God.  As we commemorate the arrival of the wise ones and 
remember their offerings, we take delight in receiving these stars and words that 
symbolize God’s generosity in our lives.  You are invited to ponder what 
significance this word might have in your life, and how God might be speaking to 
you through that simple message. You are encouraged to take your star home and 
place it some place where you can see it every day.  Allow this “word” to speak 
to you throughout the year.)  
 
*Call to Worship   
  We come to this place --   
   each of us on our own path. 
  The path is winding, 
  and the path is not always clear, 

and the path changes, 
  but we are here. 

God is walking us home. 
  What a gift it is to not walk alone. 

Let us worship Holy God. 
 
 



 
 

*Opening Prayer (in unison) 
  Holy God, 
  You speak to us in Scripture and in prayers, 
  in sunrises and sunsets, 
  in friends and in strangers, 
  in dreams and in songs. 
  You are speaking all the time, 
  and how often do we miss it? 
  Still our minds so that we can listen with a depth 
  that we have not heard before. 
  Still our hearts so that we can receive with open arms 
  what it is you are offering us today. 
  We know you are speaking, 
  so we are listening. 
  Gratefully we pray, amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn Arise, Your Light Is Come                                                   #164 
 
*Call to Confession 
 
*Prayer of Confession   
  God of changed plans, 
  The Magi heard in a dream that they were to take a new way home—
  a different path, an untraveled road. And to our amazement,   
  they  did just that. The Magi packed their bags and went home by  
  another way. 
  We wish that change could be easy for us, but more often than not,  
  when whispers of change come, we tend to clench our fists and   
  hold on tighter. 
  Forgive us for resisting change that might be holy. 
  Forgive us for ignoring that there is more than one road home. 
  Forgive us for failing to hear your invitation. 
  Guide our steps to unfamiliar places. 
  Gratefully we pray, amen. 
 
*Assurance of Pardon 
  



 
 

 
Thought For the Day 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
  Our Father, who art in heaven 
   hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 
Hymn The First Noel                                                              #139, stanzas 3, 4, 5 
 
The Scripture      
   Isaiah 60: 1-6     OT page 690 
   Matthew 2:1-12     NT page 2 
    Reader: The Word of God for the people of God. 
    All:  Thanks be to God.  
Sermon  
  
Morning Prayers 
 
Offering of Tithes, Gifts and Lives to Christ’s Service 
 
Offertory  Led by a Star (from Rise Up! A New Light A-Comin)         – L. Larson 
              Senior Choir 
*Prayer of Dedication   
 God of new beginnings, 
 We offer these gifts to you today because we love you. 
 The world will tell us to keep our money to ourselves, 
 to hold it tight, to tuck it away, 
 but just as the Magi made a different choice, we make a different choice. 
 Instead, we give what we have, 
 trusting that when we live like we belong to one another, 
 we will see a better world. 
 So, take these gifts and use them for your good. With hope we pray, amen. 



 
 

 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Invitation 
 Come, all who seek hope. 
 Come, all who seek new life. 

Come, all who have journeyed far, following God’s promise 
  without knowing where it might lead. 
 Come to this table, where all are welcome, and partake of this feast. 
 Share this bread and this cup, 
  and in so doing know that God, the true light of all time and space,  
  is ever in our world. Come. 
 
Communion Prayer 

In long nights of eternity, in days without end, 
our God offers a spark of hope in a world of uncertainty. 
In times unfamiliar, and moments ungrasped, 
God is miraculously and wonderfully present, 
here in our midst, proclaiming that, whatever our mood, 
there is always a promise that shines brighter than the brightest star. 
And so, with all the stars of heaven we proclaim with gladness: 
 

Glory! Glory! Glory! 
Holy is the one who created all things 
and declared them good. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Holy is the one who comes  
in the name of our God. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 

In times of deepest sorrow and chaotic misgivings, 
Jesus is an ever-living reminder of the goodness of our God. 
We remember how, 
the night before he died, 
Jesus took bread and thanked you, O God, 
and broke it, and gave it to his friends 
and challenged them to eat it, 
to take it in,  



 
 

to be nourished.  
And so, we do the same, 
and in that act, we are united once more with the Christ. 
After supper Jesus took a cup of wine, 
and again, offered you thanks, O God, 
and passed it among his friends,  
challenging them to drink it, 
to take it into themselves, and to be refreshed. 
And so, we do the same, and in that act, we are united once more 
with Christ. 
Loving God, Creator of the universe, 
lover of all, be with us in this sacred meal. 
Remind us of the powerful presence  
of the living Christ in these elements, 
that we may know that we take Christ with us wherever we go. 
Come to the table of God.  God is revealed here. 

 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 (This morning we will bring communion to the congregation as you are seated 
 in the pews.  Please hold the bread until all have been served and the pastors 
 extend the invitation for all to eat.  Please hold the cup of grape juice until all 
 have been served and the pastors extend the invitation for all to drink.  In this 
 way, we can commune together.) 
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your 
table by granting us the presence of Christ.  Strengthen our faith, increase 
our love for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and 
peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
*Closing Hymn  Brightest and Best                                                                #157 
 
*Blessing 
 
*Sevenfold Amen                                                                                            #814 
 
*Postlude  Präludium und Fuge in a moll – Georg Böhm (1661-1733) 



 
 

 


