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 This Easter Sunday we will read the account of  the resurrection of  Jesus from the 
Goespel of  Mark.  In Mark’s account, the women were the last at the cross; now they 
are first at Jesus’ tomb. The news of  the resurrection fills them with “terror and amaze-
ment”.    
 In the early church, it took time for people to come to terms with the experience of  
resurrection. They wondered. They doubted. It took time to trust that what Jesus said 
came true and it took time for the community to find how they would live together 
without him.
 As more and more of  us receive the vaccine and as the weather turns warm, we may 
begin to feel more comfortable to emerge from the cocoons of  our homes and venture 
into the world once again. Each one of  us will emerge differently. It will take time for 
our community to come together and just as life was different for the followers of  Jesus 
after Easter, life as our community will not look or feel the same.  
 Yet, we know that new life is possible and we will create the space for all to be wel-
come.
 I found this poem helpful as I consider the days ahead.  Hope you may, too.

Brave Space
by Micky ScottBey Jones

Together we will create brave space.
Because there is no such thing as a “safe space” —
We exist in the real world.
We all carry scars and we have all caused wounds.
In this space we seek to turn down the volume of  the outside world.
We amplify voices that fight to be heard elsewhere.
We call each other to more truth and love.
We have the right to start somewhere and continue to grow.
We have the responsibility to examine what we think we know.
We will not be perfect.
This space will not be perfect.
It will not always be what we wish it to be.
But it will be our brave space together,
and we will work on it side by side.

From Pastor Daniel

Evangelical Reformed Church United Church of Christ 
Frederick, Maryland USA
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APRIL WORSHIP NOTES (Scripture notes from Season of the Spirit and Pulpit Resource)

The Season of Easter
  After  the first Easter morning, nothing  for  the  fol-
lowers of Jesus was ever the same again. Up until that 
point, Jesus might have said and done some perplexing 
things but nothing that couldn’t be understood in his 
role as a teacher and miracle-working prophet. Others 
had come preaching peace and love. Others had come 
working  miracles.  Others  had  travelled  as  itinerant 
preachers. Others had died at the cruel hands of the 
Romans.  But  on  Easter morning  all  of  that  changed. 
Now Jesus was present with his followers in a new and 
radical way. Each time he was present in those early 
days, his followers didn’t always recognize him at first. 
He was the same Jesus and yet he was somehow dif-
ferent and he promised to be present with them from 
then on in a different way than walking alongside them 
on the dusty roads of Palestine.  
  Jesus’ great prayer, in the gospel of John, prepares 
disciples  for  a  new  and  radical  presence, which will 
transform their relationships with each other so much 
that they become like the relationship between Jesus 
and God; united in oneness. 
  And  this  is  the  community  to which we are  called 
by God in this Easter season, a community of oneness 
in our  faith  in Christ  in which  love  is our highest as-
piration. A community where for the sake of our  life 
together we are willing to see things as they really are, 
not as we might  like  them to be, or might  fervently 
wish they were, or as we think they should be, but ac-
tually as they are. In the loving care of community we 
can have the courage to look, clear-eyed at ourselves, 
knowing  that we  are  loved  by God  –  as we  are,  not 
as we wish we could project ourselves to be. We can 
speak and act truthfully when we see injustice and un-
fairness in our families, our communities, and beyond. 
Love comes to life and calls us to live truthfully, hope-
fully, and deeply in God’s abundant creation
• How do you recognize Jesus, or the presence of the 

risen Christ, in the world around you? 
• How is love leading the way in your life? 
• What is your vision of community in Christ?

April 4 • Easter Sunday
Women were the  last at  the cross; now they are first 
at Jesus’ tomb. The news of the Resurrection fills them 
with  “terror  and  amazement.”  The  astonishing  news 
of  the Resurrection, Mark 16: 1-8,  transformed Jesus’ 
followers  into courageous preachers of the good news 
of Jesus Christ. The Risen Christ moved through closed 
doors in order to get close to his disciples.  
We  will  share  communion  this  morning.  Please  have 
bread  or  crackers,  juice,  water  or  wine  prepared  to 
share in communion together. Add some fresh flowers to 
your worship center in celebration of the gift of new life.

What is your own Easter experience like? 

April 11 • Love Is a Response to Grace/
Holy Humor Sunday
John 20:19–31 “Peace be with you.”
In this story, Jesus appears to the disciples when they 
are locked away in fear and breathes upon them with 
a word of peace and empowerment. Acts 4:32-35 de-
scribes how the early followers of Jesus were so unified 
that they shared their possessions and cared for another 
so that no was in need. The Gospel lesson is from John 
20: 19-31. When Jesus appears to his followers after the 
resurrection he  shows  them his  hands  and  side. Then 
he breathed on them and blessed them with the Holy 
Spirit. Thomas arrived later after Jesus had left and said 
he needed  to  see  for himself.  Jesus came to be with 
them again when Thomas was with them and encour-
aged Thomas to touch his hands and sides.     

Think of the last time someone calmed and empowered 
you. When have you done the same for someone else? 
Make it your mission this week to look for occasions to 
breathe peace into a situation of fear. 
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APRIL WORSHIP NOTES (Scripture notes from Season of the Spirit and Pulpit Resource)

ADULT EDUCATION

April 18 • Love Means Showing Up
Luke 24:36b–48 “Peace be with you.”
Here it is again – another story like last week from John’s 
gospel (John 20:19–31) when Jesus encounters the dis-
ciples  after  the  Resurrection  and  greets  them with  a 
word of peace. This encounter, however, doesn’t seem 
to calm the disciples but stirs them up. When does being 
a Christ-like peace bearer stir things up? 

Do some reading on the Internet about peace bearers 
like Martin Luther King, Jr. or organizations that pro-
test against nuclear armament. Explore your own sense 
of call to being a peace bearer.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
with Pastor Daniel
April 13 - June 8 • 11AM-1PM via ZOOM

https://tinyurl.com/1mfvc496 Password: 588188

Cloud of Witnesses: Community of Christ 
of Witnesses
In this study, we will explore the major themes found in 
Hebrews and relate these themes to other parts of our 
faith tradition, and tie them together with the overar-
ching motif of community.   The community  for which 
the letter, or homily, was written interacts, in a sense, 
with all communities of which we are a part, as we bring 
these groups with us wherever we go. This ever-present 
“great cloud of witnesses” (Heb. 12:1) strengthens and 
encourages us as we “run with perseverance the race 
that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith” (Heb. 12:1b–2).

April 13 - Lesson One    
Focuses on Hebrews’ emphasis throughout the book that 
Jesus, the Christ, is the basis of all of our faith and ac-
tion, individually and as a faith community.

April 20 - Lesson Two    
Reminds us that God lives both in us and among us, and 
that this  living God supports who we are and how we 
live.

April 27 - Lesson Three
Points out that Hebrews describes God’s word as both 

living and active. God’s word challenges, supports, and 
encourages us to look inward and live the most faithful 
lives we can.

May 4 - Lesson Four
Takes us on a tour of angelic messengers in the Bible, 
and reminds us that we never know when an encounter 
may bring us God’s messages of love and support.

May 11 - Lesson Five 
Helps us remember the things our ancestors in the faith 
have bequeathed to us. The faith tradition supports us 
by showing us both the successes and stumbles of bibli-
cal characters.

May 18 - Lesson Six
Considers how communities of faith support each other 
during troubled times. Hebrews was written to a people 
suffering under persecution.

May 25 - Lesson Seven
Centers our attention on God’s Sabbath rest, where we 
find hope and support for the future, as well as our cur-
rent situation.

June 1 - Lesson Eight
Examines the household of faith that reminds us of our 
supportive home with each other in God.

June 8 - Lesson Nine         
Highlights  the  great  cloud of witnesses  from  the past 
and present who show us how to live in faith and who 
support us in faithful living.

April 25 • Love in Truth and Action
John 10:11–18 “I know my own and my own know me.”
Jesus identifies himself in terms that people of his day 
and  culture  could understand  –  “I  am  the  good  shep-
herd.” Being a good shepherd is linked to knowing the 
sheep and laying down one’s life for the sheep. 
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Thursday Evening Bible Study
Through April 22 • 7-8PM
https://tinyurl.com/2k75c58d
Meeting ID: 896 7236 9983  Password: 427069

Reclaim the Psalms for true worship, as 
well as prayer, as you  learn how to ap-
proach God with the emotional intensity 
of  the  ancient  psalmists.  Denise Domb-
kowski Hopkins combines the insights of 
scholarship on the Psalms with artwork, 
liturgy, song, and poetry to give us a new 
way to use the Psalms in our life of faith 
together, and also to empower our corpo-
rate identity and revitalize our worship. 

She examines how the Psalms formed the worship of ancient 
synagogues and the earliest churches and how they can do 
the same for our churches today. Reflective questions bring 
a new awareness of the power of the Psalms to enrich public 
worship and private devotions with an honesty that does not 
turn away from the realities of suffering and anger.

Hopkins’ book, Journeying Through the Psalms will be the pri-
mary text supplemented with work by Walter Brueggemann 
and Eugene Peterson.  
Please contact Pastor Daniel if you wish to participate and 
receive the materials.  

Tuesdays With Ted
https://tinyurl.com/vvuos3f3
Meeting ID: 923 9891 8264     Password: 313735

Tuesday, April 13, 6-7PM
“The radical act of choosing common ground” with Nisha Anand.
To achieve lasting change sometimes requires the hard, even radical, choice of partnering with 
people you’d least expect. Justice reform advocate Nisha Anand shares her story of working 
with her ideological opposite to make history and save lives -- and urges us all to widen our 
circles in order to make progress with purpose.

SAVE THE DATE: May 11
“The Great Migration and the power of a single decision” with Isabel Wilkerson
Sometimes, a single decision can change the course of history. Join journalist and author Isabel 
Wilkerson as she tells the story of the Great Migration, the outpouring of six million African 
Americans from the Jim Crow South to cities in the North and West between World War I and 
the 1970s. This was the first time in American history that the lowest caste people signaled they 
had options and were willing to take them -- and the first time they had a chance to choose for 
themselves what they would do with their innate talents, Wilkerson explains. “These people, 
by their actions, were able to do what the powers that be, North and South, could not or would 

not do,” she says. “They freed themselves.”

ADULT EDUCATION continued

Wednesday Evening Group
April 7 - May 26

Reclaim the Psalms for true worship, as 
well as prayer, as you  learn how to ap-
proach God with the emotional intensity 
of  the  ancient  psalmists.  Denise Domb-
kowski Hopkins combines the insights of 
scholarship on the Psalms with artwork, 
liturgy, song, and poetry to give us a new 
way to use the Psalms in our life of faith 
together, and also to empower our corpo-
rate identity and revitalize our worship. 

She examines how the Psalms formed the worship of ancient 
synagogues and the earliest churches and how they can do 
the same for our churches today. Reflective questions bring 
a new awareness of the power of the Psalms to enrich public 
worship and private devotions with an honesty that does not 
turn away from the realities of suffering and anger.

Hopkins’ book, Journeying Through the Psalms will be the pri-
mary text supplemented with work by Walter Brueggemann 
and Eugene Peterson.

If you have not been participating in the Wednesday evening 
group  and  contact  Esther  Ziegler  estherrziegler@gmail.com 
so you receive the link to the ZOOM call each week.
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ERUCC
Stewardship/
Generosity 
Moment
Letting your light shine
  Did You Know  that  ERUCC  stewardship  is more  than  just 
your relationship to finances for your church?  It is also is a 
way to honor your time and talent that you have to give to 
your church.
  Remember  to  make  time  to  take  good  care  of  yourself 
physically and spiritually as you move toward being a faithful 
steward of the gifts the Lord has bestowed upon you.  Making 
good use of your  time, your  talents and passion as well as 
your treasure is also a way to express your appreciation and 
thankfulness for blessings received.  
  The Spring season  is a perfect  time to grow the parts of 
yourself that give you meaning, to deepen connections, and 
to grow in your relationship to God.

Easter Cross Decorating:

Calling All Flowers! 
 Our yards are just now seeing the emerging leaves 
of spring bulbs (with early risers like Aconites and 
Snow drops already up and at ‘em!), heralding the 
coming of spring, Easter, and the promise of new 
life. Easter takes place Sunday, April 4, and in keep-
ing with ERUCC’s tradition will include a flow-
er-bedecked cross that we will use to help celebrate 
Christ’s joyous resurrection at the 10:30AM service 
before placing it on our front steps for our Frederick 
neighbors to enjoy. 
 On Saturday, April 3, between 10-12PM we will 
be accepting donations of cut flowers for use in dec-
orating the cross. To make it easier, we will set up 
the receiving station at the elevator at the rear of the 
church. Please drive in the Church Street driveway, 
drop off your flowers to the attendant standing at 
the elevator door, and exit onto West Second Street. 
No appointment to come at a specific time is needed. 
If you live in an apartment/condo or have a shady 
yard that is not conducive to bulbs, we welcome get-
ting bunches of cut flowers available at local grocery 
stores and other markets. And, since every spring 
bulb color works together, please bring flowers with 
a color that flicks your Bic and help us adorn the 
2021 Easter Cross.

MOVIE
April 25, 7PM ZOOM

“Get Out” (2018)
Directed by Jordan Peele

https://tinyurl.com/lslq59m3 
Meeting ID: 869 2080 0205

Passcode: 477106
(Watch the movie at home and then engage in the 

conversation. If you do not have access to streaming services, call the 
church office to make arrangements to see the film.)

BOOK DISCUSSION
April 19, 7PM ZOOM 
“How to Be Less Stupid About Race: On 
Racism, White Supremacy and the Racial 
Divide” 
By Crystal Fleming
https://tinyurl.com/vv6t5bv2
Meeting ID: 831 9670 1015
Passcode: 201141

HOW TO BE ANTI-RACIST: Engagement, Conversations, Opportunities
“Becoming an ant-racist is a life-long journey. It happens in community with other committed people who journey together and 
commit to decentering whiteness, leaning into practices to decolonize socialized patterns of thinking and behaviors. The process 
includes relearning history, correcting false narratives, and working towards radical shifts in policies and structures that harm 
black lives.”. (Velda Love) 

FEARLESS CREW
The Fearless Crew is a group for 18-35 year-olds, that par-
ticipates in social activities at the church. Our purpose is to 
create a connection with our age group and help the commu-
nity around us. Currently we are meeting virtually on ZOOM, 
and we have participated in game nights, movie nights, trivia 
and more and over the summer the community garden. The 
Fearless Crew meets on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Fridays of the 
month, at 7PM. Please join the group for fellowship and fun! 

Friday, April 2 - MOVIE NIGHT via AMAZON VIDEO
https://tinyurl.com/3uo4f4eq
Meeting ID: 810 3312 7723  Passcode: 668761

Please contact Catie Schaeberle if you have any questions at 
sexto.catie@yahoo.com or 240-397-0816.
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ERUCC 
BOOK 
GROUP
2021

Join the Conversation
via ZOOM at 7PM
https://tinyurl.com/yx8kajtg
Meeting ID: 899 6928 7938 • Password: 685141

ERUCC BOOK GROUP 2021

June 22   The Five Wishes of Mr. Murray McBride
    by Joe Siple  

July 27    The Dutch House by Ann Patchett 

August 24  The Orphan’s Tale by Pam Jenoff

September 28  American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins 

October 26  This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger  

November 30  Unorthodox: The Scandalous Rejection of 
  My Hasidic Roots by Deborah Feldman  

April 27

Breath: The New
Science of a Lost Art
James Nestor

No matter what you eat, how much 
you exercise, how skinny or young 
or wise you are, none of it matters 
if you’re not breathing properly.

There  is  nothing  more  essential 
to our health and well-being than 
breathing: take air in, let it out, repeat twenty-five thou-
sand times a day. Yet, as a species, humans have lost the 
ability to breathe correctly, with grave consequences.

Journalist James Nestor travels the world to figure out what 
went wrong and how to fix it. The answers aren’t found in 
pulmonology labs, as we might expect, but in the muddy 
digs  of  ancient  burial  sites,  secret  Soviet  facilities,  New 
Jersey choir schools, and the smoggy streets of São Paulo. 
Nestor tracks down men and women exploring the hidden 
science behind ancient breathing practices like Pranayama, 
Sudarshan Kriya, and Tummo and teams up with pulmonary 
tinkerers to scientifically test long-held beliefs about how 
we breathe.

Modern  research  is  showing  us  that  making  even  slight 
adjustments  to  the way we  inhale and exhale can  jump-
start  athletic  performance;  rejuvenate  internal  organs; 
halt snoring, asthma, and autoimmune disease; and even 
straighten scoliotic spines. None of this should be possible, 
and yet it is.

Drawing on thousands of years of medical texts and recent 
cutting-edge studies in pulmonology, psychology, biochem-
istry, and human physiology, Breath turns the conventional 
wisdom of what we thought we knew about our most basic 
biological function on its head. You will never breathe the 
same again.

May 25

The Island of Sea Women 
Lisa See

Mi-ja and Young-sook, two girls  liv-
ing on the Korean island of Jeju, are 
best  friends  who  come  from  very 
different  backgrounds.  When  they 
are old enough, they begin working 
in the sea with their village’s all-fe-
male diving collective, led by Young-
sook’s mother. As the girls take up their positions as baby div-
ers, they know they are beginning a life of excitement and 
responsibility—but also danger.

Despite their love for each other, Mi-ja and Young-sook find 
it  impossible  to  ignore  their  differences. The  Island of  Sea 
Women takes place over many decades, beginning during a 
period of Japanese colonialism in the 1930s and 1940s, fol-
lowed by World War II, the Korean War, through the era of cell 
phones and wetsuits for the women divers. Throughout this 
time, the residents of Jeju find themselves caught between 
warring empires. Mi-ja is the daughter of a Japanese collabo-
rator. Young-sook was born into a long line of haenyeo and will 
inherit her mother’s position  leading the divers  in their vil-
lage. Little do the two friends know that forces outside their 
control will push their friendship to the breaking point.
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Pastor Daniel  is working with David 
Petrucci, Petrucci Productions,  in plan-

ning  a  pilgrimage  on  the  Camino  de  Santiago. 
David Petrucci has traveled the Camino four times and will 
offer his expertise for the trip details as well as his experi-
ence of walking.

So many of us were inspired by David Howards’ presentation 
on his Camino experience as well as our Lenten Focus in 2019 
focusing on the movie, The Way.  This pilgrimage is in response 
to the interest following our Lenten season in 2019. The trip 
was rescheduled from 2021 to 2022 due to the pandemic.  

For over a thousand years, pilgrims have hiked the Camino 
de Santiago across northern Spain. Along the way, they enjoy 
traditional cuisine, historic accommodations, but most of all 
experience the power of pilgrimage and tracing the steps of 
those who have gone before us. 

Throughout our  journey, we will  explore historic  cities  and 
towns  that  pilgrims  entered  hundreds  of  years  ago.  Enjoy 
tours of Burgos, the 19th-century capital of Castille and  Leon, 
with its many cathedrals and churches, and small villages in 
Galicia. 

We will begin our walk from St. Pied-de-Port  in France and 
end in Santiago de Compostela. We will hike into this legend-
ary city, arriving at the cathedral the same way as countless 
pilgrims before you. 

Cost  for  the  trip  will  be  $2500  which  will  include  airfare, 
transfers, four hotel nights, and professional fees. The esti-
mated additional costs for pilgrims will be $500 for accommo-
dations and food.

Information about the trip will be presented at ERUCC in the fall. We are 
also setting up dates to go to the Trail House for guidance in equipment 
needed for the journey.

CAMINO De SANTIAGO
WALKING THE WAY OF ST. JAMES

September 6-19, 2022
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 1      Will Coffey
2     Evan Campbell, Maddie Ireland, Tim Shepp
4     Maddie Martin
6     Donald Kline III
8     Larry Hatch, Charlotte Henderson, 
       Joan Maples 
9     Katharine Alley, Michele Daiger
10   TJ Jones, Dawn Lagrotteria, Tim Main
 11    Ethan Kline
12   Jeff Russell
13   Tina Baker, Janice Staley
15   Karis Bagley, Patricia Condo

April  Birthday’s
16   Al Manus, Jack Mens
17   Randy Peterson 
18   Kristen Gitt, Donald Kline, Mallory Usry, 
      Charles Woodward Jr.
20   Bradd Hammond, Mack Johnson, 
        Stacey Niehoff
22   Ken Daniel, Donald Johnson
23   Matthew Schwab
24   Rob Peters Jr.
27   Ben Gannon III
29   Alison Shafer, Shelley Weakly
30  Brandon Daus, Alayna Murray

GIFTS RECEIVED
Gifts have been received, in grateful appreciation for our live stream 
worship, from persons joining us for those services.

Gifts received for the General Fund and the Building Fund 

Towards monthly debt reduction 

Toward the Religions Coalition Family Shelter

To offset the mailing cost of the bulletin packets

To the monthly livestreaming

Texas Relief Fund

One Great Hour of Sharing

We received notes of appreciation from the Religious Coalition for 
our continued generosity:
December 31, 2020 gift of $2083.33
February 23, 2021 gift of $2583.37
These gifts allow them to respond to the  increased need for their 
services that has directly resulted from the covid19 health crisis and 
are directly helping people whose lives are being impacted by pov-
erty and homelessness.

The Frederick Community Action Agency thanked us for our donation 
of $130 on December  31, 2020. We continue to support this agency 
through weekly donations of food items. Items can be brought to the 
church or to the office.

I would like to express my 
sincere gratitude for the many 
beautiful and inspirational 

cards that the congregation sent 
during my recent illness.

Ed Hoffman
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Earth Day is an annual event celebrated globally to support envi-
ronmental protection. Originated in 1970, the event is now coordi-
nated and celebrated internationally by the Earth Day Network in 193 
countries across the globe. This year the activities we have planned 
at ERUCC will be fun but also designed to increase our environmental 
awareness around one  important  topic  in particular:  the  trash we 
create each day. 

Earth Day Art Challenge - Get Started NOW!
Unleash your inner artist. Use trash, recyclables or found objects to 
create your work of art then share a picture of it on Facebook. You 
can also bring it to church to be displayed in our Earth Day art gal-
lery on April 17. Check out the Visionary Art Museum for inspiration.  
https://www.avam.org/exhibitions-and-events

Visionary Art Museum Field Trip!  Saturday April  10, 2PM
Let’s meet up at this incredible, whimsical museum for inspiration in 

ways to reuse and recycle materials to create art. (An added bonus is that the gift shop is amazing!) Buy your tickets in 
advance and we’ll meet at the museum.  RSVP to Linda Coyle at lkcoyle@yahoo.com so we know who to expect.

Tickets are for timed entry so buy your tickets early! Advance purchase of a timed ticket is required. They are available 
here: https://www.avam.org/tickets
Prices are: Adult: $15.95, Senior (60 and up): $13.95, Student/Child: $9.95, Children 6 & under: FREE
800 Key Highway, Baltimore, MD 

Earth Day Education and Celebration, ERUCC
Sunday April 18, 1-3PM
• Visit our art gallery in the lobby
• Make and take a recycled materials art project
• Learn about the effects of plastic pollution on the oceans and all life
• Ask questions about what you can and cannot recycle
• Get tips on recycling all kinds of stuff that doesn’t go in the blue bin
• Enjoy seeing other people (masked and socially distanced of course)

Wild-Scaping with Native Plants Webinar,
Sunday April 18,  7PM
Kerry Wixted    from the state Department of Natural Resources will 
share her top 10 native plant recommendations for the Piedmont re-
gion of Maryland, which includes Frederick County. The selections are 
based in part on ease of growth and wildlife value. 

Planting native plants  improves ecosystem biodiversity and  reduces 
watering needs and the use of herbicides and pesticides. We can save 
money and time by planting native species while caring for earth at 
the same time. This webinar is presented by the Multi-Faith Alliance of 
Climate Stewards of Frederick County and Envision Frederick.
To register go to https://tinyurl.com/2pt82c4n 

  GREEN TEAM NEWS

SPIRITUAL WALK
HOOD COLLEGE
SUNDAY, APRIL 25 • 2-3:30PM
We will  explore  the  trees  of Hood College 
using a new self-guided  tree  tour. Many of 
these trees are not native to this area but 
are  unique  and  grand  specimens  nonethe-
less. We will reflect on all that the trees pro-
vide for us and what they can teach us. We 
will meet on the sidewalk where Rosemont 
Ave. turns into Dill Avenue at Hood College 
Drive. 
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God’s Kids Club 
God’s Kids Club continues to meet via ZOOM  on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 5PM.
Children Preschool thru 6th grade are welcome.  
https://tinyurl.com/y2l69sjz

Contact Kim Sexton at ksexton@erucc.org for 
meeting ID and passcode.

WEEK OF APRIL 5TH 
April 5th   EASTER MONDAY
    Music with Miss Trish and Miss Kelly
April 7th   Symbols of Easter ~ BUTTERFLY 
April 9th   Symbols of Easter ~ BUNNY

WEEK OF APRIL 12TH 
April 12th   Music with Miss Trish and Miss Kelly
April 14th   Math with a deck of cards
April 16th   Math with a deck of cards

WEEK OF APRIL 19TH 
April 19th   Music with Miss Trish and Miss Kelly
April 21st   EARTH DAY
    Soda Bottle Watering Can
April 23rd  EARTH DAY Bingo

WEEK OF APRIL 26TH  
April 26nd   Music with Miss Trish and Miss Kelly
April 28th   Math with dice
April 30th   Math with dice 

ERUCC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Tina and Debbie after receiving their ashes during the 
God’s kids club Zoom Ash Wednesday service. We had 
four families in three states join us.

Sunday, March 14, Pastor Barbara was delighted to bap-
tize Lucas Fisher, son of Stephanie and Harrison Fisher 
and little brother of Isabella. Proud grandparents Betsy 
and Robert Fisher.

For Your Summer
Planning 

Vacation Bible School will 
be the week of August 

9th through August 13th. 
VBS is for children aged 4 

though 6th grade
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ERUCC YOUTH SCHEDULE

Sunday School for
Children and Youth

JOIN US 9:30AM • ZOOM
KINDERGARTEN - 4TH GRADE
Teachers: Dawn Lagrotteria, Catie Schaeberle 
and Kim Sexton
https://tinyurl.com/euxl35l4
Meeting ID: 896 5303 8025
Passcode: 667229

5TH - 7TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL
Teachers:  Kathryn King, Arthur Slade and
Jim Weitz
https://tinyurl.com/1bpa8cqj
Meeting ID: 929 5515 2861
Passcode: hpQSF1

HIGH SCHOOL
Teachers: Stephanie Sites and Glenn Wallace
https://tinyurl.com/uryokvel
Meeting ID: 843 1461 7999
Passcode: 979546

Lucy, Alex and Matthew prepare for another fun run down the hill.

More fun in the snow! 

The fun continued with a warming and food stop to end the night.

An Evening of
Snow Tubing

PLEASE NOTE:
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ON 
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4

Interested in camping with 
ERUCC friends?
 Join us for a cabin/tent/camper 
experience! This invitation is ex-
tended to individuals and families 
who would like to spend a couple 
days outside sharing time and con-

versation with like minded friends.
 We are looking forward to our annual family camp-
ing on June 18-20, 2021 at Buffalo Gap Retreat in 
West Virginia. This retreat area has a creek, a pond, a 
sauna, hiking and a shared kitchen.
 If you would like to attend, please contact Julie 
Clark, Jclarkad@yahoo.com, to make your reserva-
tion by May 2021.
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ANNUAL PLANT SALE FUNDRAISER
It is that time of year again! Spring is around the corner and I 
hope all of you gardeners are planning your spring plantings. 
Our 3rd Annual Plant Sale is quickly approaching. We would 
love you to support the Network by purchasing your seedlings 
through us this year.

Take  a  look  at what  you  can  purchase  and complete your 
pre-order form by Friday, April 24 now:
https://tinyurl.com/i5b543u2

Last year, the Frederick Food Security Network was able to 
raise over $4,500 from the plant sale. All funds go toward sup-
porting the mission of the FFSN, which is to organically grow, 
harvest and distribute produce for free to those residing  in 
food deserts in Frederick City. 

PICK UP:
May 14 Friday through Monday May 17, 10AM - 1PM. 
(Additional days may be added based on demand).
LOCATION:
Scott Key Center Greenhouses, 1050 Rocky Springs Rd.,
Frederick, MD 21703
PRICING: Individual Plants: $4 (size of plants may vary)
6-packs: $10 (small plants)
PAYMENT: We can only accept CASH or CHECKS on the day of 
pick up. Please write checks to the order of Hood College with 
FFSN written in the memo line. 

All proceeds benefit the work of the Frederick Food Secu-
rity Network, which facilitates urban community gardens in 
low-income, low-access areas. 

If you have questions please contact Jen (jc32@hood.edu) or 
Claire (hudson@hood.edu)

ERUCC SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
ERUCC is fortunate to have several scholarship programs 
available to our members as they seek educational op-
portunities to develop knowledge and skill in realization 
of their full potential. The McCardell Scholarship Fund 
was established by Mr. Robert McCardell  in honor and 
memory of members of the McCardell family.  The Kief-
fer Scholarship Fund was established in honor of Henri 
L.G. Kieffer, pastor of this church from 1910-1946.  The 
Liz Coffey Scholarship Fund was established in memory 
and honor of our beloved youth Liz Coffey. 

Contributions  to  these  Scholarship  Funds  by members 
and friends of the church are always welcomed.

These  scholarships  are  gifts  to  church  members  for 
post-secondary  undergraduate  education  and  are 
awarded by the Scholarship Committee.  The awards are 
based on the quality of the candidate’s plan for use of 
the funds, the ability and promise of the applicant, and 
the need for financial assistance.  The aid may continue 
for subsequent years after an interview with the Schol-
arship Committee, submission of intent to reapply, and 
a transcript of grades for the current year.

Scholarship  applications  are  available  through  the 
Church  Office  for  new  applicants  (301-662-2762)  or 
aaguilar@erucc.org.  

Students wishing to renew scholarships must also con-
tact  the  Church  Office  providing  the  information  re-
quested.  All application materials must be submitted to 
the Scholarship Committee through the Church Office by 
the April 30 deadline.

Any further questions can be directed to Sandra Trout, 
Chairman of Scholarship Committee at 
troutsandra@aol.com.
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What is Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM)?
OCWM reflects our covenant with other churches in the UCC to be the church today, to create 
a just world for all people. Together with other UCC churches, our giving makes a difference all 
over the world. In addition to our missions and social justice, OCWM giving supports clergy and 
missionaries. In Africa, we give scholarships to students and fund micro-credit projects. We have 
trained staff in countries where high levels of child trafficking exist. And this is just the tip of the 
iceberg. Together we change lives and make a difference in our world.



14    Evangelical Reformed Church United Church of Christ • 15 W. Church Street • Frederick, MD 21701 • 301-662-2762 • www.erucc.org

“

“

“
We are currently 
at $14,070 of our 
$25,000 goal!
With  our  goal  of  $25,000  we 
will be a sponsor of one of the 
counseling  rooms,  significant 
since members of our congrega-
tion including Melanie Hoffman, 
Anne  McGreevy,  Tina  Baker, 
Cathie  Duncan,  Karl  Manwiller, 
and  Cathy  Zier worked  in  that 
building.

Thanks so much for the gener-
ous gifts we have already re-
ceived. ERUCC rocks!

“

$25,000

$ 5,000

$10,000

$15,000

$20,000

This request was posted on a Facebook site:

 Hi, Just recently moved to Frederick and I 
am looking to find a Jesus loving church in the 
area that is active in serving the community.  
Any recommendations would be appreciated.

And this response from a community member, Amanda, spoke 
volumes to who we are as ERUCC and our reputation in the 
community.  

 In all honestly, I wouldn’t call myself a Christian after years of 
religious abuse. However, when I meet people like pastor Barbara 
Kershner Daniel it makes me reconsider my views on the church 
and makes me think that SOMEONE may actually be listening to 
what Jesus said in the bible and not this modern version of what-
ever this religion has turned in to. As a former nonprofit worker, 
her church -ERUCC - gives and gives . . . In whatever way neces-
sary. When I’m with Barbara, I don’t feel like I’m taking to some 
big headed CEO (which is the vibe pastors usually give me) but 
with a person who will give everything to the people in need in 
the community. When Jesus talks about being a servant over and 
over - I’m pretty sure that’s what he meant. If the nonprofits don’t 
know your name, as a pastor, are you doing it right?
 Call Religious Coalition for Emergency Human Needs and ask 
them who the most helpful pastors and churches are. That seems 
like a good way to learn if they practice what they preach. That 
should give you a short list.

Thank You ERUCC!
$5399 was generously donated to

One Great Hour of Sharing.

Your support provides clean water 

that leads to a better life.

Religious Coalition Family Shelter Campaign Update



Evangelical Reformed Church United Church of Christ • 15 W. Church Street • Frederick, MD 21701 • 301-662-2762 • www.erucc.org 15

 On a bright, beautiful and blustery March day, a group of about 20 ERUCC friends gathered for 
a walk on the Ford Loop trail of the Monocacy Battlefield. We started near the Worthington House 
where a young Worthington boy had once peered through cracks in the basement at the battle unfold-

ing in his front yard.  We reflected 
on the history of the land beneath 
our feet. Union troops fought to 
hold off the Confederate soldiers 
as they forded the river and won 
the battle only to lose the bigger 
goal of taking Washington DC. 
We thought about how echoes of 
that battle resonate today in our 
social and racial justice issues. Just 
down the road on another part 
of the Monocacy Battlefield is a 
property now known as the Best 
Farm.  

 In the late 1700s, it was the site 
of a brutal slave plantation that 
housed up to 90 slaves. We con-
sidered that ERUCC would have 
been a well-established church at 
that time and our members would 
surely have known of the abuses 
happening there.  How did they 
respond?  Was it none of their 
business?  Did they speak out or 
keep silent?  These are the same 
challenges we face today in con-
fronting social and racial injustice.

 The history of land presented 
daunting philosophical challeng-
es but we found solace and hope 

in good company and nature; the constancy of the river, signs of yellow-bellied sapsuckers, sounds of 
a kingfisher and swollen tree buds ready to burst open.  Walking and talking with old friends and new 
acquaintances was restorative and invigorating.  The little girls from the Coon family charmed us with a 
magnifying glass and their curiosity.  New calves on the farm were a delight.  We left feeling wind-blown, 
but blessed to have shared a beautiful afternoon together.

Green Team Spiritual Walk  GREEN TEAM SPIRITUAL WALK
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April/May Coins for a Cause Bag!

www.aMissionofMercy.org
Since 1994, Mission of Mercy has operated mobile clinics that provide free 
medical and dental care and free prescription medications to the un- and un-
derinsured, many of whom are the working poor and cannot afford their co-
pays, high deductibles and medications. Through a cadre of licensed medical 
and non-medical volunteers, Mission of Mercy provides compassionate and 
quality community-based care to those in Frederick and Carroll counties (as 
well as in Gettysburg and Harrisburg, PA) who are sick and suffering from mul-
tiple chronic health conditions. The organization’s mission is to provide dignity 
and healing through God’s Love.  A nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization, Mission 
of Mercy relies on donations from foundations, corporations, businesses, 
churches and individuals.

For details on clinic locations and dates, tours of the clinic sites, and how to 
donate, visit www.aMissionofMercy.org. 
This effort is sponsored by the Mission and Social Action Committee. While many of us still worship 
remotely, our strong stewardship during this time shows how much we still care. The committee de-
cided to change this program to meet the current reality. Through Coins for a Cause, we will support 
organizations that make a difference here in Maryland that are not supported in our annual budget.


