Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. We extend a special
welcome to our guests.

F

or Children: Please feel free to attend services with your children.
For the safety of the children, staff and volunteers ERUCC will
not be providing childcare during services until further notice. Your
children are welcome to bring their own quiet activities, no materials will be provided. Please
take ALL personal items with you after the service.

W

e have removed all items from the pew racks for your safety. Music selections will be
provided within this bulletin. If you are visiting and did not stop at the welcome desk in the
downstairs lobby please stop by after the service they would love to meet you or, please feel free
to reach out to someone sitting near you and ask them questions about the service or church.
Many of our visitors ask us about the time of offering. This is a time in our service when we
respond to God’s gifts of love by offering the gifts of our lives. For many of us, this is when we
make a financial gift towards the ministries and programs of our church. We also use this time
to ask God how we might use the gifts of our hands and hearts in sharing God’s love. If you are
visiting, there is no obligation to give a financial gift. We are just glad you are worshiping with
us. At this time we are taking offering at the end of the service. Plates will be placed at the doors
as you exit the sanctuary, Thank you.

W

e ask that you please silence your cell phones during our worship service. We also ask that
you refrain from applause after our choirs sing and allow the music to resonate in the quiet
of the sanctuary and in your hearts. Our musicians are playing and singing for the glory of God.
They know you appreciate their efforts and their gift.
Rest rooms (equipped with changing stations) are located on the first floor of the church building
and outside the Community Room and the Nursery.

T

here is much information about the church in this bulletin and our website: www.erucc.org .

Donate online by scanning this code:
or you may use our new texting donation system. Send a donation amount to
301-804-2933 . You will receive a text back within minutes with a link. Click
the secure link and provide your method of payment and a receipt will be sent
to you! Or, download the GivePlus Church application and make your donation
via the app.
Thank you.
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First Sunday in Lent

10:30 a.m.

Today is the first Sunday in Lent. Over the next six weeks, we will hear scripture passages
that have formed the people of God through the centuries. Our scripture for today tells us of
God’s covenant with Noah and all the Earth – the first covenant recorded in the Bible. It is
God’s unbreakable promise; a rainbow promise.

Greetings and Announcements
Prelude
*Call to Worship
When life is wonderful,
you are there, O God.
When life is unpredictable,
you are there, O God.
When our hearts are full of joy,
you are there, O God.
When our hearts are heavy from the cares of the world,
you are there, O God.
You are here with us, O God,
in our time of worship.
*Opening Prayer
Holy One, as we begin our Lenten journey, you remind us of why we are
on this path. Help us to be like Noah, trusting you even when we cannot
see, knowing you to be faithful, and following you where you lead. Amen.
*Opening Hymn Lord Jesus, Who through Forty Days

# 211
See back of bulletin

*Call to Confession
Out of great love, God makes covenants with us. From the first covenant
with Noah and all the Earth, to the new covenant we have in Jesus, God’s
promises are faithful and sure. Let us bring our confessions, trusting in
God’s grace and mercy.

*Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, you made your covenant with Noah and all the Earth – a
promise that you will always keep. We acknowledge that we do not
always keep our promises. It is tempting to take the easy way out, instead
of doing the hard work of following you. It is tempting to live in the way
of the world, instead of living lives modelled on your steadfast love for all
people. It is tempting to think we have all the answers, instead of
trusting in you. Forgive us for the times we give into temptation and turn
away from you. Lead us in your way, O God. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
The waters of the flood washed the earth clean, and the waters of baptism wash
us clean, too. Take your hands and run them over your head, just like water
washing over you. Feel God’s forgiveness and be at peace.
Thanks be to God!
Thought For the Day
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
The Scripture
Genesis 9:8-17
Mark 1:9-15
Reader: The Word of God for the people of God.
All:
Thanks be to God.
Sermon
Pastoral Prayer
Offering of Tithes, Gifts and Lives to Christ’s Service
Anthem O Love

- E. Hagenburg
ERUCC Singers

*Closing Hymn Sing of Colors
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See back of bulletin

*Benediction
*Postlude
Every

Sunday at 10:30

https://boxcast.tv/channel/bzioh0xyyacgq5fmjnoi
Want to listen to the sermon again? Visit our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9_hGBb5tBHeZuvqBvSbX5w
You can get to the link on our homepage at www.erucc.org

The flowers on the altar this morning are in thanks to the ERUCC for their support from
Anne and Ken Hoffmann.
The yellow rose bud on the stand is in honor of those currently serving in the military by
Felecia Bishop.
Worship Next Week: Ctrl + Click HERE to join worship Sunday 10:30 a.m.
February 28
Second Sunday in Lent
Our first scripture reading for this Second Sunday in Lent is Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16, and speaks
to trust in God’s promises. Abram and Sarai are childless; yet God makes a covenant,
promising Abram he will be the ancestor of many nations. In Mark 8: 31-38, Jesus and his
disciples are near Caesarea Philippi. For the first time, Jesus teaches that he will suffer and die.
Today we will be honoring our young people and their families involved with Scouting.

