
 

  



Thank you for worshiping with us this morning.  We extend a special 

welcome to our guests.  
 

or Children: Please feel free to attend services with your children. 

For the safety of the children, staff and volunteers ERUCC will 

not be providing childcare during services until further notice. Your 

children are welcome to bring their own quiet activities, no materials will be provided. Please 

take ALL personal items with you after the service. 

 

e have removed all items from the pew racks for your safety. Music selections will be 

provided within this bulletin. If you are visiting and did not stop at the welcome desk in the 

downstairs lobby please stop  by after the service they would love to meet you or, please feel free 

to reach out to someone sitting near you and ask them questions about the service or church.  

Many of our visitors ask us about the time of offering. This is a time in our service when we 

respond to God’s gifts of love by offering the gifts of our lives.  For many of us, this is when we 

make a financial gift towards the ministries and programs of our church.  We also use this time 

to ask God how we might use the gifts of our hands and hearts in sharing God’s love.   If you are 

visiting, there is no obligation to give a financial gift.  We are just glad you are worshiping with 

us. At this time we are taking offering at the end of the service. Plates will be placed at the doors 

as you exit the sanctuary, Thank you.  
  
 

e ask that you please silence your cell phones during our worship service. We also ask that 

you refrain from applause after our choirs sing and allow the music to resonate in the quiet 

of the sanctuary and in your hearts. Our musicians are playing and singing for the glory of God. 

They know you appreciate their efforts and their gift. 
 

Rest rooms (equipped with changing stations) are located on the first floor of the church building 

and outside the Community Room and the Nursery.  
 

here is much information about the church in this bulletin and our website: www.erucc.org .   

 

Donate online by scanning this code: 

or you may use our new texting donation system.  Send a donation amount to 

301-804-2933 .  You will receive a text back within minutes with a link.  Click 

the secure link and provide your method of payment and a receipt will be sent 

to you!  Or, download the GivePlus Church application and make your donation 

via the app. 

 

Thank you. 
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EVANGELICAL REFORMED CHURCH 

United Church of Christ 
- An Open and Affirming Congregation - 

August 30, 2020           Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost                       10:30  a.m. 
 

*All who are able may stand.  Bold print indicates responses by all 
 

Greetings and Announcements 
 

Prelude                                                                      - John Widmann, guest organist 
 

*Call to Worship    

 We who dwell in the shelter of the Most High 

  Seek God here.   

 We who come to be inspired and changed 

  Seek God’s Spirit here.   

 We who know how little we know 

  Seek God’s Word here.   
 

*Opening Prayer   

God, you are made known to us in the rustling wind that blows,  

in the blazing fire that does not consume,  

in the face of the good,  

in the deep of the unknown.   

We meet you here.  We accept your greeting.  We welcome your inspiration.   

We await the change you have in store for us.   

Draw us in to you.  Inhabit our spirits.  Focus our attention.   

Bring us to you – you who are already with us.   

Help us to be as you would have us be.   

Through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

here and everywhere, now and always.  Amen. 
 

*Opening Hymn The God of Abraham Praise                                                 No. 24 
                                                                                

*Call to Confession 

As we prepare for confession, let us consider questions inspired by the apostle 

Paul.   

Is our love always genuine?  Silence 

Do we resist the evil we see? Silence 

Do we consistently seek to serve God? Silence 

Are we hospitable to strangers? Silence 

Do we offer blessings to our enemies? Do we even know what this means?  

 



Silence 

Do we have close relationships with people who are really different from us? 

Silence 

Do we seek revenge on those who have wronged us? Silence 
 

Good friends, we do these things.   

We do them often – maybe not all at once.   

But they are actions that are part of the human condition.   

They are also actions that turn us away from the love God always offers us.   

In this time of confession, God invites us to examine all this, and to repent –  

which really just means to turn back.   

Let us confess our sins and, as we do, let us turn back.   
 

*Prayer of Confession   
 God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that:  

our love isn’t always genuine 

we see evil and wring our hands instead of resisting it  

we forget to consider more ways to serve you 

we turn our back on strangers who could benefit from our hospitality 

we do not pray enough for our enemies 

we associate with our own kind, fearing the “other” 

we relish in fantasies of revenge. 

For all this, and for all that burdens our heart today, O God,  

we seek your forgiveness.   

Have mercy on us and hear our prayers. 
 

*Assurance of Pardon 

 God’s mercy extends beyond the bounds of even our collective imagination. 

 God’s love seeps through any wall we could ever put up.   

 God’s goodness is holds more power than the sum of all sin.   

 It is because of that extensive, seeping, powerful and bold love  

 I declare to you in the name of the blessed and holy Trinity:   

 That God forgives us all our sins. 

   Thanks be to God. 
 

Thought For the Day 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

  Our Father, who art in heaven 

   hallowed be thy name. 

  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done 



  on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  

  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

The Scriptures      
 

   Exodus 3:1-15    OT page 50 

   Romans 12:9-21                  NT Page 162 

   Matthew 16:21-28  NT page  18 

   Reader: The Word of God for the people of God. 

   All:  Thanks be to God.  
 

Sermon     
 

 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Offering of Tithes, Gifts and Lives to Christ’s Service 
 

Anthem  Prayer of Peace                                                                           - J. Purifoy 

ERUCC Singers 
 

*Closing Hymn   Jesus, I Live to You                                                           - No. 457 
                              

*Benediction 

The blessing of Almighty God:   

 Source, Word and Spirit, One,  

be with us now and always.   

 Amen. 
 

*Postlude                                                                  - John Widmann, guest organist  

 
Worship Notes: Written by the Rev. Kaji S. Douša, Senior Minister of The Table: La Mesa, United Church of Christ in San Diego 

County.  

Every Sunday at 10:30                   https://boxcast.tv/channel/bzioh0xyyacgq5fmjnoi   
 

Want to listen to the sermon again? Visit our YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9_hGBb5tBHeZuvqBvSbX5w  

You can get to the link on our homepage at www.erucc.org  

The flowers on the altar this morning are placed by the Wyand and Inners families in memory 

of deceased loved ones. 
 

The yellow rose bud on the stand is in honor of those currently serving in the military by 

Martha Kline. 
 

https://boxcast.tv/channel/bzioh0xyyacgq5fmjnoi
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9_hGBb5tBHeZuvqBvSbX5w
http://www.erucc.org/


Prayer List - Please remember the following people in your prayers this week: Maryann 

Simmons, Betsy Fisher, Peggy Githerman, The McCarty family, Nikki Keller, Mark Ulrich,  

Tamara Tamas, Al Peden, Barbara Lee (sister of Milt Crutchley),  Tina Baker, Alyce Schimd 

(sister of Dennie Schmid),  Lois Wilson (Dan Smith’s aunt),  Jerry Cassell (brother of Ave 

Barr),  Tina Prescott (daughter in law of Barbara and Bill Prescott), Mary Remsberg,),   Susan 

Matesa (friend of Dan Smith & Austin Byrd),  Larry Maples, Dustin Chapman (friend of Catie, 

Alex & Sean), Jane Doll, Susan McCauley (niece of Jack Stush),  Heleen (sister of Karin 

Mens), Kathy Blue Shores (friend of Jean Fish and Barb Biser), Terry Smiley (uncle of Scott 

Smiley), Shawn Smiley (cousin of Scott Smiley), Joe Jahoda (Kim Jahoda’s dad), Gretchen 

Manuel (niece of Audrey Rayfield), Ann and Cal Theiss (parents of Katharine Alley), Frank 

Tymczyszyn(brother in law of Nancy Jones), Debra Reedy (friend of Jean Fish and Barb Biser).  
 

Tamara Tamas                        Mark Ulrich         Betsy Fisher 

517 Sugarbush Circle            8831 Lew Wallace Rd        309 Upper College Terr 

Frederick, MD  21703  Urbana, MD  21704                Frederick, MD 21701 

 

We ask you to remember all of those currently serving in the Armed Forces.  Your prayers and 

cards are welcomed and appreciated by those on our prayer list. 

 

Worship Next Week: September 6  Ctrl + Click HERE to join worship next Sunday  10:30 

a.m.       

Exodus 12:1–14 related the story of the first Passover as the enslaved Hebrew community 

prepared for an epic journey. It was to be a political journey, from slavery to freedom. It also 

was to be a journey toward community culture and identity.  In Matthew’s gospel in chapter 18, 

verses 15-20, Jesus offers that “true greatness” comes in the way we live with each other, 

especially in “reproving another who sins.”  Holding each other accountable before the 

community and before God is a great and hard commandment. 

We will be sharing in Holy Communion this morning. 
 

Join Tuesday Bible Study via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/608416206?pwd=NzFtVUsxUmQ5eGpxMmk4WDB6Z0lUUT09 

Meeting ID: 608 416 206  Passcode: 588188 

Each Monday, we will send out a Bible study sheet.  The passage will be one of the lessons 

from the previous Sunday's scripture readings.   You are invited to use the material for your 

own personal reflection and, if you wish, join a Zoom call on Tuesdays at 11:00 am to 

discuss the passage with others.   

If you wish to be added to this Bible Study mailing, please let Amy know: aaguilar@erucc.org 
 

 

Everyone is invited to join Pastor Daniel for a check-in Tuesday and Thursday at noon:  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/683955819  If you need to know how to set up Zoom, contact the 

office and we will attempt to walk you through the process.   PW 551754 
 

Youth are invited to join Pastor Daniel for a Zoom call every Wednesday at 4:00 pm:  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/405187542   
 

 

  

https://boxcast.tv/channel/bzioh0xyyacgq5fmjnoi
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/608416206?pwd=NzFtVUsxUmQ5eGpxMmk4WDB6Z0lUUT09
mailto:aaguilar@erucc.org
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/683955819
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/405187542


TUESDAYS WITH TED   Tuesday, September 14th, from 6 – 7 p.m. 

Participants Can Join the Ted Talk by Zoom Call by 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92398918264?pwd=SlVFYzNKUklpczJsMElnOTdtRVdvZz09  

Meeting ID: 923 9891 8264      Password: 313735 

Tracy Edwards: Stop being a bystander in your own life 

"Life doesn't go from A to B -- it's messy," says sailing legend Tracy Edwards. In this 

inspiring talk, she tells how she went from teenage misfit to skipper of the first all-female crew 

in the toughest race on the seas -- and how she now helps young people around the world 

achieve their dreams, too. 

 

Wednesday Evening Study Group will Resume Meeting Sept. 16th  

      The Wednesday Evening Study Group will begin meeting again on Sept. 16th at 7pm via 

Zoom.  We will be reading and discussing Cathedral on Fire: a Church Handbook for the 

Climate Crisis by Brooks Berndt, Minister for Environmental Justice in the UCC.  The title of 

the slim book comes from the concept that the natural world around us is God’s cathedral and it 

is time to act as if it were literally on fire. As I write this a major forest fire is burning in 

California and we are all aware of the devastation in Australia earlier this year so perhaps we do 

not need to include the words “as if”.  Each week between Sept. 16th and Oct. 14th we will read 

approximately 10 pages of the book in preparation for the week’s discussion. 

      If you are interested in participating in the group please contact Esther Ziegler 

estherrziegler@gmail.com  or the church office prior to August 30th so the books can be 

ordered.  Since we will be meeting via Zoom we will need to have your preferred email address.  

A $5 donation is requested for the book and may be paid through the church. You will receive 

your book in the monthly worship packet.  

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY         7-8 pm 

Called to be the Church: The Book of Acts for a New Day 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89672369983?pwd=VkljN0gvbHJ6ZVZJaVRKY0s0WmlpZz09 

Meeting ID: 896 7236 9983  Password: 427069 

(If you are interested in participating in this study, contact the church office for the materials) 
  

As we study Acts we see a church that is dynamic and alive, not static or stuck. The gospel 

message and movement did not come to an end with Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. There 

was a whole new beginning, one that no one could have predicted. In so many ways, Acts is the 

perfect book for a God is still speaking Church. Here more truth and light breaks forth from 

God’s Holy Word each new day as the movement of faith spreads like wildfire.  

 Among the matters to which Acts pays attention, in addition to leadership and conflict, 

are cultural diversity and the encounter with people who are not of our race or culture; the use 

of wealth and possessions; the role of women in the church; the relationship between church 

and state or between Christians and civil authorities; and the challenge of persecution. Beyond 

that, Acts is full of rollicking good stories and adventures. 

 

September 3  Acts 10: 1-48  September 10 Acts 12: 1-24 

September 17 Acts 15: 1-41  September 24 Acts 16: 16-40  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92398918264?pwd=SlVFYzNKUklpczJsMElnOTdtRVdvZz09
mailto:estherrziegler@gmail.com


Stay Connected and Get Informed!   

There are many ways to receive information about what is happening at church each week.  The 

weekly bulletin, the weekly informational email, and our monthly newsletter, The Trinity 

Chimes, Facebook, and Instagram. @eruccfred    

Thursday Thoughts-A weekly emailed message that shares updates, highlights the upcoming 

service’s scripture and focus, and includes announcements about Sunday School. To sign up to 

receive Thursday Thoughts, contact Amy Aguilar at 301-662-2762 or aaguilar@erucc.org and 

share your preferred email address.  

Trinity Chimes—ERUCC’s monthly newsletter. A more in-depth look on what’s happening 

with the congregation. How we’re reaching out, learning and volunteer opportunities, member 

and social program updates. Receive Trinity Chimes by email! Contact Amy Aguilar at 301-

662-2762 or aaguilar@erucc.org to request to be added. (Paper copies also available upon 

request.) 

 

ERUCC ADULTS ARE INVITED TO A ZOOM CALL WITH OUR FRIENDS FROM INDEN, 

GERMANY 

Sunday, August 30 at 12 Noon 

Topic: ERUCC - Inden adult meeting 

Join Zoom Meeting: Meeting ID: 926 0306 4358  Password: 317709 

https://zoom.us/j/92603064358?pwd=bjJsdm5xOGRxZnNKOEwxUWsxSHU0UT09 

 

Our traditional Together in Teal Frederick Walk did not take place in the interest of safety and 

public health. The National Ovarian Cancer Coalition is launching a new nationwide campaign 

Together in TEAL®- No Boundaries that will enable our community to unite, on Saturday, 

September 26th.  While this is more of a virtual event, we are asking people to walk, run, ride a 

bike whatever they can to show their teal in their community while following safety guidelines.  

The purpose is to increase awareness of ovarian cancer, to honor survivors and to remember 

those we have lost to this insidious disease.  

My hope to is have a group of us walk on the morning of September 26th in Baker Park while 

following social distancing practices.   If you would like to join us and/or support the cause, go 

to https://runwalk.ovarian.org/frederick/CathiesWarriors2020 

Cathie Duncan 

 

How to Be Anti-Racist: Engagement, Conversations & Opportunities 

Join the Conversation on September 1st at 7 p.m. via Zoom 

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

Check Facebook or call the office for the link. 
  

https://zoom.us/j/92603064358?pwd=bjJsdm5xOGRxZnNKOEwxUWsxSHU0UT09
https://runwalk.ovarian.org/frederick/CathiesWarriors2020


Demonstrate Your Patriotism and Faith by Voting in November 
    Because of the quarantine in place during the primary election this June many polling places 

were closed and every registered voter throughout Maryland was sent an absentee ballot but that is 

not the plan for the general election.   

     In a letter to the Maryland State Board of Elections written on July 8th, Governor Hogan 

proclaimed that: 

 Every early voting center should be open and every polling location should be open 

on Election Day to accommodate anyone who wishes to cast their ballot safely and in 

person.       

 To ensure that every Marylander who wants to vote by mail can vote by mail,  

 SBE should promptly send out an absentee ballot request application to every     

eligible Maryland  voter. 

 Every effort should be made to promote early voting, absentee voting by mail,  

and voting at off-peak times as safe and efficient options. 

        As a result of this mandate to the State Board of Elections, prior to the general election on 

November 3rd, every registered voter will be sent an application for an absentee ballot.  If you wish 

to vote by mail you will need to fill out that application and mail it to the Frederick County Board 

of Elections by October 20th in order to receive an absentee ballot.  When you receive the absentee 

ballot you then fill it out and return it via mail or a drop box located in the community.  The ballot 

must be postmarked by Nov. 3, or dropped in a drop box by 8 p.m. that day. Drop box locations 

will be available the beginning of October; locations will soon be announced   

     The applications for absentee ballots were expected to be mailed beginning in late August so 

check your mail carefully for the application and return it promptly if you plan to vote by mail.  

Submit your request shortly after receiving it because although the cut off is not until Oct. 20th, the 

demand is expected to be heavy which may slow down the return of your absentee ballot.  The 

absentee ballot must then be filled out, mailed and received by the Board of Elections before 

November 3, 2020.    

   If you wish to vote in person but want to avoid long lines, voting at one of the early voting sites 

before November 3rd is an option that does not require applying for an absentee ballot and then 

returning it. These sites and drop box locations will be published closer to Nov. 3rd. 

    The Frederick County Board of Elections phone number is 301-600-8683 if you have further 

questions or you can go to their website at frederickcountymd.gov/elections.   

     If you wish to check whether you are registered to vote and that your mailing address is current 

go to vote411.org.  The vote411.org website, provided by The League of Women Voters, allows 

you to check whether you are registered and that your information is correct.  As we get closer to 

election day it will also include a Voter’s Guide with responses from candidates to assist you in 

deciding for whom you wish to vote and a sample ballot to familiarize yourself with what the ballot 

looks like.   

   The United Church of Christ’s Our Faith Our Vote Civic Action Center provides similar 

information. 

   Covid-19 has changed our lives in many ways, one of which is making decisions about what is 

the safest (both in terms of health and in terms of security) way to vote.  Please don’t let these 

changes deter you from exercising your right and responsibility to vote both as a citizen and as a 

person of faith.   

      
 

https://frederickcountymd.gov/
https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/webforms/linkredirect?url=https%3a%2f%2fp2a.co%2fzv3KyiE&srcid=23587926&srctid=1&erid=1603751154&trid=bd34d372-68f4-4f42-a858-bb62d6cad45f&linkid=238041356&isbbox=1


  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministers  - All the People of Evangelical Reformed Church              

Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel, Senior Pastor (bkdaniel@erucc.org) 

Rev. Fred Wenner, Pastor Emeritus (faw500@msn.com) 

Kim Sexton, Associate for Children’s Ministry (ksexton@erucc.org) 

Alison E. Shafer, Music Director● Tricia Coffey, Head Chimer & Children & Youth Choir Director  

 Sherry Murray, Nursery● Jaci Clayton, Facilities Mgr. 

Amy Aguilar, Office Administrator (erucc@erucc.org)● Jenna Duranko, Social Media Coordinator 

15 West Church Street, Frederick, MD  21701  (ph) 301-662-2762  www.erucc.org   



 


