


EVANGELICAL REFORMED CHURCH

United Church of Christ
- An Open and Affirming Congregation -

July 5, 2020 Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 10:30 a.m.

The numbered hymns are from The New Century Hymnal
*All who are able may stand. Bold print indicates responses by all

Greetings and Announcements

Prelude

*Call to Worship and Opening Prayer

People of God, come gather here to praise our God; for the one who so delighted
in creating all that is abides with us and within us today.

Our hearts are filled with gladness.
Let us delight in this community and the warm and loving relationships that
grow within it.

Our hearts are filled with gladness.
Let us remember Christ who loved sharing stories and bringing healing and
wholeness to all he encountered.

Our hearts are filled with gladness.
Let us feel the embracing goodness of the Spirit who leads us toward a future of
justice and joy.

Our hearts are filled with gladness.

...and so with hearts filled with gladness and gratitude and joy we come to
worship you God, lover of all that is and will be.
Amen.

*Opening Hymn Let Me Enter God’s Own Dwelling # 67, stanzas 1,2,3
See back of bulletin
*Call to Confession
God of grace, There are times when we turn away from joy, and in doing so we
separate ourselves from you. In a spirit of contrition and deep mindfulness, we
come to you with our prayers of confession:

*Prayer of Confession
We regret that in the busy-ness of everyday life we forget to look for
everyday blessings and celebrate them. We acknowledge there are times
when we get in our own way, we build road blocks on paths we know will
lead to happiness, and railroad others who would invite us into loving
and joyful relationship.



We flabbergast ourselves at our ability to choose misery over gladness.
We admit there are times we compare ourselves to others and become
Jjealous and resentful of what we see. We confess that there are times we
deflate other people’s joy and delight through negligence, impatience, or
spite. We fall into the folly of believing we have to earn your grace by
hard work and self-deprecation. We make silly choices and forget to
laugh at them. (silence)

*Assurance of Pardon
God is saving all of us, no exceptions. We are all saved in spite of ourselves,
good and bad alike. We are God’s beloved people, God delights in us and loves
us always. God’s grace is eternal and we are restored to life, thanks be to God.
Amen.

Thought for the Day

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.

Amen.
The Scriptures
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 NT Page 11
Reader:  The Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon
Pastoral Prayer

Offering

Anthem O Love - E. Hagenberg
ERUCC Singers



*Closing Hymn O Come to Me, You Weary

# 484, stanza 1,4
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1 “O come to me, you wea - ry, and I will give you rest.”
2“0 come to me, you wan-derers, and I will give you light.”
3 “O come to me, you faint-ing, and I will give you life!”
4 “All you whocomeand seek me will nev-er be cast out.”
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The bless-ed  voice of Je - sus, which comesto hearts op - pressed!
The lov - ing voice of Je - sus, which comesto cheer the night!
The cheer-ing voice of Je - sus, which stills our in - ner strife!
The wel - come voice of Je - sus, which drives a - way our doubt!
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It tells of ben - e - dic - tion, of par - don, grace, and peace,
Our  hearts were filled with sad - ness,and we had lost our way;
The e - vil one sur - rounds us and would our faith sub - due,
And thoughwe are un - wor - thy of love so free and true,
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of joy that has no end - ing, of love which does not cease.
but morn-ing brings us glad - nessand songs for each new day.
but you are strong with - in us, our cour-age brave and true.
we hear yourcall to sin - ners;in trust we come to you.
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*Benediction
*Postlude




#<. Every Sunday at 10:30 https://boxcast.tv/channel/bziohOxyyacgg5fmijnoi
e epLve Want to listen to the sermon again? Visit our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9 hGBbStBHeZuvgBvSbXSw

You can get to the link on our homepage at www.erucc.org

Prayer List - Please remember the following people in your prayers this week: Bettie Joe
Crutchley, Neil Butler (Uncle of RaeAnn Butler), Tamara Tamas, Dana Durr (cousin of Sue
Pinner), Jaci Clayton, Gail Ellam, Al Peden, Barbara Lee (sister of Milt Crutchley), Tina
Baker, Alyce Schmid (sister of Dennie Schmid), Lois Wilson (Dan Smith’s aunt), Jerry Cassell
(brother of Ave Barr), Tina Prescott (daughter in law of Barbara and Bill Prescott), Mary
Remsberg, Faith Kline (friend of the Schaeberle family), Susan Matesa (friend of Dan Smith
& Austin Byrd), Larry Maples, Dustin Chapman (friend of Catie, Alex & Sean), Jane Doll,
Susan McCauley (niece of Jack Stush), Heleen (sister of Karin Mens), Kathy Blue Shores
(friend of Jean Fish and Barb Biser), Terry Smiley (uncle of Scott Smiley), Shawn Smiley
(cousin of Scott Smiley), Joe Jahoda (Kim Jahoda’s dad), Gretchen Manuel (niece of Audrey
Rayfield), Ann and Cal Theiss (parents of Katharine Alley), Frank Tymczyszyn(brother in law
of Nancy Jones), Debra Reedy (friend of Jean Fish and Barb Biser).

Tamara Tamas Bettie Joe Crutchley Alyce Schmid
517 Sugarbush Circle 3807 Bedford Drive 104 Charleston Lane
Frederick, MD 21703 Jefferson, MD 21755 Frederick, MD 21702

We ask you to remember all of those currently serving in the Armed Forces. Your prayers and
cards are welcomed and appreciated by those on our prayer list.

Worship Next Week: July 12

Ctrl + Click HERE to join worship next Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

God’s generous and surprising ways are addressed in Jesus’ parable of the sower, found in
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23. God sows the seed of God’s word generously among all people. The
work of God’s realm will yield a certain harvest, despite the tensions and struggles among those
who receive the word.

Everyone is invited to join Pastor Daniel for a check-in Tuesday and Thursday at noon:
https://usO4web.zoom.us/j/683955819 If you need to know how to set up Zoom, contact the
office and we will attempt to walk you through the process. PW 551754

Join Tuesday Bible Study via Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/608416206 pw 522188

Each Monday, we will send out a Bible study sheet. The passage will be one of the lessons
from the previous Sunday's scripture readings. You are invited to use the material for your
own personal reflection and, if you wish, join a Zoom call on Tuesdays at 11:00 am to

discuss the passage with others.

If you wish to be added to this Bible Study mailing, please let Amy know: aaguilar@erucc.org

Consider continuing your support of ERUCC on-line. You can set up automatic giving via
your bank, or use this handy link from our website: https://erucc.org/give-your-money/.

Make sure if you are paying thru Paypal or online that you designate which account your giving
is to applied to (i.e. weekly giving, building fund, other)



https://boxcast.tv/channel/bzioh0xyyacgq5fmjnoi
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9_hGBb5tBHeZuvqBvSbX5w
http://www.erucc.org/
https://boxcast.tv/channel/bzioh0xyyacgq5fmjnoi
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/683955819
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/608416206&sa=D&ust=1585403916206000&usg=AOvVaw1UExZW18HgKHezEmAdEnnZ
mailto:aaguilar@erucc.org
https://erucc.org/give-your-money/

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY from 7- 8 p.m. has begun!
Called to be the Church: The Book of Acts for a New Day
(If you are interested in participating in this study, contact the church office for the materials)

As we study Acts we see a church that is dynamic and alive, not static or stuck. The gospel
message and movement did not come to an end with Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. There
was a whole new beginning, one that no one could have predicted. In so many ways, Acts is the
perfect book for a God is still speaking Church. Here more truth and light breaks forth from
God’s Holy Word each new day as the movement of faith spreads like wildfire.

Among the matters to which Acts pays attention, in addition to leadership and conflict, are
cultural diversity and the encounter with people who are not of our race or culture; the use of
wealth and possessions; the role of women in the church; the relationship between church and
state or between Christians and civil authorities; and the challenge of persecution. Beyond that,
Acts 1s full of rollicking good stories and adventures.

July 9 Acts 2: 1-47 July 23 Acts 4: 1-31
July 16 Acts 3: 1-26 July 30 Acts 4:32-5: 11

SUMMER WORSHIP AT ERUCC Beginning July 9!

Wednesdays at 6 p.m. in the Parking Lot
As the Governor has moved us to Phase 1 of plans for restricting gatherings, we plan to hold
worship outdoors on the parking lot and patio behind the main church building each Wednesday
at 6 pm. We will spread ourselves out and maintain the required and appropriate physical
distancing. This decision may be changed if conditions change per the recommendations from
the health department.
Pastor Daniel will be leading the service and Brenda Hedges will be providing music.
Please note, this is only dependent on the Governor lifting restrictions.

White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism
By Robin DiAngelo
Let’s Talk on Tuesday, July 7 from 7- 8 pm
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/832229296507pwd=STRmOmMJCZVNoaEZZUUtGcCs2TS91QTO9
The New York Times best-selling book exploring the counterproductive reactions white people
have when their assumptions about race are challenged, and how these reactions maintain racial
inequality.

In this “vital, necessary, and beautiful book” (Michael Eric Dyson), antiracist educator Robin
DiAngelo deftly illuminates the phenomenon of white fragility and “allows us to understand
racism as a practice not restricted to ‘bad people’ (Claudia Rankine). Referring to the defensive
moves that white people make when challenged racially, white fragility is characterized by
emotions such as anger, fear, and guilt, and by behaviors including argumentation and silence.
These behaviors, in turn, function to reinstate white racial equilibrium and prevent any
meaningful cross-racial dialogue. In this in-depth exploration, DiAngelo examines how white
fragility develops, how it protects racial inequality, and what we can do to engage more
constructively.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83222929650?pwd=STRmQmJCZVNoaEZZUUtGcCs2TS9IQT09

Let Me Enter God’s Own Dwelling 67

Benjamin Schmolck, 1732
Transl. Madeleine Forell Marshall, 1993
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1 Let me en -ter God’sown dwell-ing, o - pen widethe love-ly door!
2 1 havecome to church to meet you: con-de - scendto come to me!
3 Makemy mindand bod -y ho -1y, sanc-ti - fy my ears and lips.
4 1In this hour of Gos - pel sow-ing, let my earth be fruit-ful ground.
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Here, all earth-ly powersex - cel-ling, God re - ceives the sick and poor.

Anx -ious, need - y, I en - treat you, come in - side, and wel-come be—

Lift my spir-it, poor and low -ly, all brightvan - i - ties e - clipse.

In - tel - lec-tual light be-stow-ing, raise my green faith, sweet and sound.
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Joy, my heart, in this dear place: here I see God face to face.
Here at home, with - in my breast— I, yourtem-ple, rich-ly blessed.
Take my praise, how - ev - er flawed, as an of-fering, wor-thy God.
Let me prove a stalk of  wheat, when your har- vest is com - plete.
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Stay Connected and Get Informed!

There are many ways to receive information about what is happening at church each week. The
weekly bulletin, the weekly informational email, and our monthly newsletter, The Trinity Chimes,
Facebook, and Instagram. @eruccfred

Thursday Thoughts-A weekly emailed message that shares updates, highlights the upcoming
service’s scripture and focus, and includes announcements about Sunday School. To sign up to receive
Thursday Thoughts, contact Amy Aguilar at 301-662-2762 or aaguilar @erucc.org and share your
preferred email address.

Trinity Chimes—ERUCC’s monthly newsletter. A more in-depth look on what’s happening with the
congregation. How we’re reaching out, learning and volunteer opportunities, member and social
program updates. Receive Trinity Chimes by email! Contact Amy Aguilar at 301-662-2762 or
aaguilar @erucc.org_to request to be added. (Paper copies also available upon request.)




FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

July 5, 2020 Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Chosen Journeys

On this day after Independence Day, we remember that as God’s people, we are
called to community and covenant. In short, we are called to
INTERdependence over independence. One of our responsibilities and our
joys as a covenant people is to face the problems in our world head on.

According to the UCC initiative “Our Faith, Our Vote”
(https://www.ucc.org/ourfaithourvote), *“The problems in our world often
seem too big to confront. We see injustice every day and feel that change can’t
or won’t happen. But our faith is infused with hope and built on a foundation
of action. By serving the vulnerable, feeding the hungry, and standing in
solidarity with the oppressed, we serve as God’s hands.

Voting is a natural extension of faithful action. The decisions made by our
representatives have a wide-reaching impact. We have enormous potential to
make positive change. We must engage our legislators, vote, and encourage

everyone in our communities to do the same.

Our faithful voice is needed. It is tempting to disengage from the political
process. As people dedicated to creating a just world for all, we know we must

be involved.

Visit https://www.ucc.org/ourfaithourvote to join the Our Faith, Our Vote
campaign. Discover how your congregation can participate in the electoral
process through faithful, nonpartisan engagement. You can find out more
about how your congregation can be legally involved in elections at:
https://www.ucc.org/ourfaithourvote be-active. In addition, the United
Church of Christ can help with resources on civic engagement, voter registra-

tion information, issue education, and voter mobilization.
This election season it is essential that people raise their voices and vote.”

*Accessed January 2020. https://www.ucc.org/ourfaithourvote
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