
 

  



 

EVANGELICAL REFORMED CHURCH 

United Church of Christ 
  - An Open and Affirming Congregation – 

May 24, 2020                      Seventh Sunday of Easter                               10:30 a.m. 
 

*All who are able may stand.   The numbered hymns are from The New Century Hymnal 
 

Chimes Concert at 10:00 a.m. from Trinity Chapel’s steeple 
 

Greetings and Announcements 
 

Prelude    
 

*Call to Worship (based on Ps 68)   
 We shout for joy  
 to God who rides upon the clouds! 

We sing praises to our awe-inspiring God,  
before whom the earth quakes, 
and whose abundant blessings provide for all in need! 

 God is Sovereign over the earth,  
 Defender of the defenseless, and Parent to orphans;  
 God creates families for those who are alone. 
  God leads captives to freedom  
  and breaks the yoke of oppression.  

 God goes forth before the people,  
 marching through the wilderness of their lives,  
 bringing forth restoration and justice. 
  Sing praise to God,  
  Rider of the ancient skies,  
  who dwells in holiness. 
 Proclaim the power of God! 
  O God, how awesome you are in your sanctuary!  
  You give power and strength to your people. 
 Let us worship God! 
 

*Opening Prayer                       
God Most High, we gather to honor and glorify you.  

Receive our invitation to dwell with us.  

Enfold us in your presence and  

fill us again with holy awe and mystery.  

We are yours and we claim you as our God. Amen. 
 



 

*Opening Hymn   Sing Praise to God, Who Has Shaped                                      # 22 
 

*Call to Confession 

 

*Prayer of Confession    
Blessed One, you created human beings  
for your glory and pleasure.  



 

Forgive us for being self-absorbed and  
choosing to live solely for ourselves.  
Forgive us for ignoring the prompting of your Spirit,  
your purpose for our lives, and for placing our will above yours.  
Grant us courage to share in Christ’s sufferings, to be his witnesses, 
and to carry your loving compassion to a hurting world. Amen.  

 

*Assurance of Pardon 

 As the Body of Christ,  
 we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be Christ’s witnesses.  
 Each of us has our own story of what Jesus’ life means for us.  
 Through our stories we can convey hope to the hopeless,  
 joy to the downtrodden, and peace where there is turmoil.  
 Therefore, let us “clothe ourselves in humility,”  
 sharing the Good News of Christ, that we “may all be one.”  
 In this God is well pleased. 
 

Thought For the Day 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
  Our Father, who art in heaven 

   hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

The Scriptures      

   Acts 1:6-14 

   John 17:1-11 
            

   Reader: The Word of God for the people of God. 
   All:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Sermon                                 
 

 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Offering   
 

Anthem    Pie Jesu                                                                                - A. L. Webber   
ERUCC Singers 



 

 

 

*Closing Hymn   Give Thanks for Life                                                               # 297 
 Give thanks for life, the measure of our days, 
 Mortal, we pass through beauty  that decays, 

Yet sing to God our hope, our love, our praise, 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

 Give thanks for those who made their life a light 
Caught from the Christ flame, bursting through the night, 
Who touched the truth, who burned for what was right, 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

And for our own, our living and our dead, 
Thanks for the love by which our life is fed, 
A love not changed by time or death or dread, 
 Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Give thanks for hope, that like the wheat, the grain 

That lies in darkness does its life retain 

In resurrection to grow green again. 
 Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

*Benediction  

Continue to be faithful, remain committed, be witnesses for Christ. 
For the God of all grace has called you to eternal glory through Jesus Christ, and 

will fulfill, restore, strengthen, and establish you 

through suffering and struggle. 
Go forth from this place, empowered by Christ’s love,  
with Christ’s name on your lips,  
the Wisdom of the Holy Spirit in your mind, 
God’s love in your hearts, 
God’s beloved ones always in your sight, and 

God’s still speaking voice in your ear.              
 Amen.  

 

*Postlude      
 

 

 

Worship Notes: Witnesses to Hope: Service Prayers for the 7th Sunday of Easter was written by the Rev. Renee C. Jackson, an 
ordained minister in the United Church of Christ,  
 

 



 

Every Sunday at 10:30                   https://boxcast.tv/channel/bzioh0xyyacgq5fmjnoi   
 

 

Want to listen to the sermon again? Visit our YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9_hGBb5tBHeZuvqBvSbX5w  

You can get to the link on our homepage at www.erucc.org  

 

Prayer List - Please remember the following people in your prayers this week: Jaci Clayton, 
Raleigh Jenkins(brother of Donna Logee), Gail Ellam,  Al Peden, Barbara Lee (sister of Milt 
Crutchley),  Tina Baker, Douglas Pyles (brother of Barbara Rhoads), Alyce Schimd (sister of 
Dennie Schmid), Dawn Williams (mother of Starr Schaeberle),  Lois Wilson (Dan Smith’s 
Aunt),  Jerry Cassell (brother of Ave Barr),  Tina Prescott (daughter in law of Barbara and Bill 
Prescott), Roger Williams (father of Starr Schaeberle), Mary Remsberg, Faith Kline (friend of 
the Schaeberle family),   Susan Matesa (friend of Dan Smith & Austin Byrd),  Larry Maples, 
Dustin Chapman (friend of Catie, Alex & Sean), Jane Doll, Susan McCauley (niece of Jack 
Stush),  Heleen (sister of Karin Mens), Kathy Blue Shores (friend of Jean Fish and Barb Biser), 
Terry Smiley (uncle of Scott Smiley), Shawn Smiley (cousin of Scott Smiley), Joe Jahoda (Kim 
Jahoda’s dad), Gretchen Manuel (niece of Audrey Rayfield), Ann and Cal Theiss (parents of 
Katharine Alley), Frank Tymczyszyn(brother in law of Nancy Jones), Debra Reedy (friend of 
Jean Fish and Barb Biser).  
 

Al Peden    Alyce Schmid    Jaci Clayton 

7509 Oakmont Drive  104 Charleston Lane   3046 Palatine Drive 

Frederick, MD  21702  Frederick MD  21702   Frederick, MD 21701 
       

We ask you to remember all of those currently serving in the Armed Forces.  Your prayers and 
cards are welcomed and appreciated by those on our prayer list. 
 

Worship Next Week: Sunday, May 31 Pentecost    
Ctrl + Click HERE to join worship next Sunday  at 10:30 a.m.       

         

Despite what appears to be chaos in the amazing account of this day of Pentecost, Acts 2: 1-21, 

order rests in God’s hands. God’s Spirit pours abundantly on the community of disciples, 
renewing them with a diversity of gifts for the common good. Jesus promises his disciples the 

gift of the Holy Spirit in John 7: 37-39.    
 

If you or someone in your family is in need of a call, a pick me up, anything, please contact the 

church office at 301-662-2762 or via email at bkdaniel@erucc.org 

 

Join Tuesday Bible Study via Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/608416206 

Each Monday, we will send out a Bible study sheet.  The passage will be one of the lessons 

from the previous Sunday's scripture readings.   You are invited to use the material for your 

own personal reflection and, if you wish, join a Zoom Call on Tuesdays at 11:00 am to 

discuss the passage with others.   

If you wish to be added to this Bible Study mailing, please let Amy know: aaguilar@erucc.org 

  

https://boxcast.tv/channel/bzioh0xyyacgq5fmjnoi
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http://www.erucc.org/
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/608416206&sa=D&ust=1585403916206000&usg=AOvVaw1UExZW18HgKHezEmAdEnnZ
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CALLING ALL GRADUATES! 
We would like to honor our graduates in June. If you or a member of your family is graduating, 
please send their name to the church office: aaguilar@erucc.org 
 

 

 

Everyone is invited to join Pastor Daniel for a check-in each  weekday at noon:  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/683955819  If you need to know how to set up Zoom, contact the 

office and we will attempt to walk you through the process.  
 

Youth are invited to join Pastor Daniel for a Zoom Call every Wednesday at 4:00 pm:  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/405187542   
 

 

ERUCC VIRTUAL BOOK GROUP:  May 26 at 7 p.m. :  Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi    
Homegoing is  a novel "following the parallel paths of two half sisters born into two different 
villages in 18th century Ghana  and the paths of their descendants through 8 generations:  from 
the Gold Coast, to Mississippi plantations, through the Civil War, to Jazz Age Harlem."  "It 
illuminates slavery's troubled legacy both for those who were taken and those who stayed--and 
shows how the memory of captivity has been inscribed on the soul of our nation."   
 

Consider continuing your support of ERUCC on-line.  You can set up automatic giving via 

your bank, or use this handy link from our website: https://erucc.org/give-your-money/.   

Make sure if you are paying thru Paypal or online that you designate which account your giving 
is to applied to (i.e. weekly giving, building fund, other)  
 

Stay Connected and Get Informed!   
There are many ways to receive information about what is happening at church each week.  The 
weekly bulletin, the weekly informational email, and our monthly newsletter, The Trinity 
Chimes, Facebook, and Instagram. (@eruccfred    
Thursday Thoughts-A weekly emailed message that shares updates, highlights the upcoming 
service’s scripture and focus, and includes announcements about Sunday School. To sign up to 
receive Thursday Thoughts, contact Amy Aguilar at 301-662-2762 or aaguilar@erucc.org and 
share your preferred email address.  
Trinity Chimes—ERUCC’s monthly newsletter. A more in-depth look on what’s happening 
with the congregation. How we’re reaching out, learning and volunteer opportunities, member 
and social program updates. Receive Trinity Chimes by email! Contact Amy Aguilar at 301-
662-2762 or aaguilar@erucc.org to request to be added. (Paper copies also available upon 
request.) 
 

Ministers  - All the People of Evangelical Reformed Church              

Rev. Dr. Barbara Kershner Daniel, Senior Pastor (bkdaniel@erucc.org) 

Rev. Fred Wenner, Pastor Emeritus (faw500@msn.com) 

Kim Sexton, Associate for Children’s Ministry (ksexton@erucc.org) 
Alison E. Shafer, Music Director● Tricia Coffey, Head Chimer & Children & Youth Choir Director  

 Sherry Murray, Nursery● Jaci Clayton, Facilities Mgr. 

Amy Aguilar, Office Administrator (erucc@erucc.org)● Jenna Duranko, Social Media Coordinator 

15 West Church Street, Frederick, MD  21701  (ph) 301-662-2762  www.erucc.org   
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